
HOUSE .... No. 1265
Bill accompanying the petition of Charles A. Ufford for improved

freight and passenger transportation in the metropolitan district. Met-
ropolitan Affairs. January 17.

AN ACT
To provide for an Electric Railway Connection between the

Present Terminal of the Dorchester Tunnel at Andrew
Square in the City of Boston and Mattapan Square in
Said City and for Other Purposes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city of Boston is hereby authorized,
2 acting through the transit department of the city suc-
-3 ceeding to the powers of the Boston transit commission
4 as heretofore established by law, to construct an exten-
-5 sion suitable for the operation of electric railway trains
6 between the Andrew square station of the Dorchester
7 tunnel and Mattapan square in said city, and for such
8 purposes shall have and may exercise all of the powers
9 and rights conferred upon said Boston transit commis-

-10 sion by chapter seven hundred and forty-one of the acts
11 of the year nineteen hundred and eleven; said extension
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12 so far as may be found possible to be constructed within
13 the lines of the right of way of the Old Colony division
14 of the New York, New Haven and Hartford railroad be-
-15 ginning at a point at or near the point where said rail-
-16 road crosses Boston street, thence to Harrison square
17 station, thence by the Shawmut branch of said railroad
18 to Mattapan square station on said branch, thence if
19 deemed desirable in order to complete a loop or circuit
20 to Blue Hill avenue -station on the Midland division of
21 said railroad, and thence to such point on said Midland
22 division as is nearest to and most easily connected with
23 said Andrew square or any other suitable point on said
24 Dorchester tunnel. Said city may lease or purchase space
25 required for two or more street railway tracks and in
26 case said lease or purchase is not agreed to said city may
27 with the approval of the public service commission and
28 after plans for such extension have been approved by
29 said commission take by eminent domain the land within
30 or outside the said right of way required for making the
31 aforesaid extension, but in such manner that the opera-
-32 tion of railroad trains upon existing tracks shall not be
33 interfered with. Either before or after the construction
34 of such extension the city may through its transit depart-
-35 ment and subject to the approval of the mayor and city
36 council lease such extension to the Boston Elevated Rail-
-37 way Company for such length of time and upon such
38 terms and conditions as may be agreed to between said
39 company and the city; and if said company shall decline
40 or neglect -within three months of being offered such
41 lease to enter into the same then the city shall have the
42 right to lease said extension to any other corporation
43 authorized to operate a street railway or electric road
44 upon such terms as may be agreed upon with the approval
45 of the public service commission.



1919.] HOUSE —No. 1265. 3

1 Section 2. For the purpose of defraying the cost of
2 the extension or loop authorized by this act the city shall
3 have the right subject to the provisions of said chapter
4 seven hundred and forty-one of the acts of the year nine-
-5 teen hundred and eleven so far as same are applicable to
6 issue such bonds outside of the debt limit as shall not
7 exceed the cost of such extension and loop as determined
8 by the transit department of said city and approved by
9 the mayor and said city for the purposes of making the

10 extension and loop herein authorized shal have and exer-
-11 cise the powers and privileges vested by said chapter seven
12 hundred and forty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-13 dred and eleven in the Boston transit commission in con-
-14 nection with the construction of the Dorchester tunnel.

1 Section 3. The mayor and city council of the city are
2 authorized to provide for the laying of a special assess-
-3 ment upon property so located that it will be directly
4 benefited by the construction and operation of the exten-
-5 sion and loop hereby provided for and all provisions of
6 law relative to the assessment of benefits for the con-
-7 struction of streets in said city shall apply so far as the
8 same may be applicable to assessments levied under the
9 authority of this act.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




