
HOUSE No. 1416

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION RELATIVE
TO THE GRANTING OF DEGREES BY THE
EMERSON COLLEGE OF ORATORY.

March 3, 1919.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
Dear Sirs : In accordance with the provisions of chapter

481 of the Acts of 1912 (as amended by chapter 56 of the Acts
of 1914) and chapter 17 of the Resolves of 1918, the Board of
Education transmits herewith its recommendation to accom-
pany the petition that the Emerson College of Oratory be
authorized to grant degrees.

The Board understands that the petition in which the college
requests authority to grant the degree of bachelor of letters in
effect supersedes and takes the place of the earlier petition,
that presented to the Legislature of 1918, requesting authority
to grant the degree of bachelor of oratory. The Board, there-
fore, in this report is considering the petition presented to the
Legislature of 1919, which asks for authority to grant the
degree of bachelor of letters.

Attention is called to the fact that the Special Commission
on Education, appointed by authority of the Legislature, has
in its report recommended that the Legislature establish
standards to which educational institutions asking for the right
to grant degrees must conform. The Board respectfully sub-
mits that the establishment of such standards is a matter of
large importance as bearing upon the subject matter of the
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present petition. It does not, however, feel at liberty to askor further extension before making its report on this andother like pending petitions, and therefore presents the samerecognizing that its conclusions will be before the Legislature
contemporaneously with the recommendation of the specialcommission, and will probably be considered in view of anvaction of the Legislature that may be based upon the report ofthe commission.

The Board has made careful inquiry into the aims as well as
the courses and general requirements of the Emerson College of
Oratory. The college has been in existence for thirty-eight
years. It was organized under the title “Monroe College" of
Oratory.” In 1890, by authority of the Legislature, the name
was changed to “Emerson School of Oratory.”

Its work is that of educating young men and women for
public speaking, and especially for positions as teachers of oral
expression. The student body is widely representative of all
parts of the country. It has a faculty of nineteen, fifteen of

hom give their entire time to instruction. . The college i
iupported almost entirely from the tuition fees of the student
The college has required since 1900 that students under-

taking its courses shall have completed the equivalent of a good
high school course. Since 1908 the requirement has been that
of a four-year high school course, or fifteen units of secondary
school work. The courses of the college require four years for
completion.

In its reports previously made on the same general subject
of the degree-granting privilege, the Board has taken the posi-
tion that the utmost care should be taken by the Common-
wealth in giving to institutions the authority to grant the non-
professional degrees such as are generally given by higher in-
stitutions throughout the country. It has suggested from time
to time the advisability of establishing certain basal require-
ments with reference to endowment, administration, faculty
qualifications, entrance requirements and similar leading points,
in order that a consistent policy with reference to the matter
might be established. The matter as it relates to degrees
granted by non-professional colleges has had, as before stated,
the attention of the Special Commission on Education ap-
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pointed by authority of the Legislature, and it is assumed it
will be dealt with in some way in the near future.

For these reasons, as well as for the reason that the Emerson
College of Oratory appears to the Board to have been estab-
lished and conducted somewhat as a professional school, de-
signed to train its students for specific service, and because the
degree mentioned in the petition, bachelor of letters, seems to
have a general significance and to be liable to interpretation as
the offering of a non-professional college, the Board recommends
that authority to grant the degree of bachelor of letters be not
given.

In the opinion of the Board, however, the work of the
Emerson College of Oratory is creditable as that of an institu-
tion training its students to become teachers of expression and
for public speaking. For this work it has standards that have
been built up through a considerable period, and its permanence
seems to have been established. The educational offerings of
the college within the somewhat limited field attempted are of
an acceptable kind; the entrance requirements are high, and,
in general, the quality of the work for the specific purposes
mentioned is good.

The Board believes, therefore, that it would be consistent
with the aims and purposes of the institution, and at the same
time not inconsistent with the educational interests of the
Commonwealth, if authority should be given to the Emerson
College of Oratory to grant some degree which would be fairly
definitely descriptive of the courses and their aims. If the
Emerson College of Oratory should petition for the right to
grant some such specific degree as bachelor of literary interpreta-
tion, the Board would recommend that it be authorized to
grant it.

Respectfully submitted,

PAYSON SMITH,
Commissioner of Education.




