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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.

AN ACT
Relative to Primaries, Caucuses and Elections.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t i o n  1. Sections one, thirty-six, thirty-
2 seven, sixty-two, eighty-six, ninety-one, one hun-
3 dred ninety-eight, two hundred and nineteen,
4 three hundred thirty-eight, three hundred forty,
5 three hundred forty-one, three hundred forty-
6 two, three hundred forty-four, three hundred
7 seventy-nine, and three hundred eighty, of chap-
8 ter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of
9 nineteen hundred and thirteen, and acts in

10 amendment thereof, are hereby amended by strik-
11 ing out the word “ annual” , as applied to state
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12 primaries and elections, wherever it occurs in
13 said sections, and substituting in each case the
14 word “ biennial” .

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said chapter eight hundred and
2 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out
3 section twenty-six and substituting the follow-
4 ing: —  Section 26. In every town having less
5 than three hundred voters registered therein for
6 the biennial state election, the selectmen and
7 the town clerk shall constitute a board of regis-
8 trars of voters; but when three hundred voters
9 shall so be registered, a board of registrars shall,

10 in the succeeding year be appointed, as provided
11 in the preceding section, and shall continue to
12 perform the duties of registration until the num-
13 ber of voters so registered for two successive
14 biennial state elections shall be less than three
15 hundred, whereupon, on the first day of April
16 following such second biennial state election,
17 such board shall cease to exist and thereafter the 
IS selectmen and town clerk shall constitute a board 
19 of registrars of voters.

1 S e c t i o n  3. Section twenty-seven of said chap-
2 ter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the fifth line thereof
4 the words “ at the preceding annual state elec-
5 tion” , so as to read as follows: —  Section 27. In
6 the original and in each succeeding appointment
7 and in the filling of vacancies, registrars of voters
8 shall be so appointed that the members of the
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9 board shall, as equally as may be, represent the
10 two leading political parties, and in no case shall
11 an appointment be so made as to cause a board to
12 consist of more than two members who, including
13 the city or town clerk, are of the same political
14 party.

1 Se c t i o n  4. Section sixty-six of said chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended
3 by striking out in the second line thereof the
4 words “ an annual state” , and inserting the words:
5 a biennial state, or an annual, —  so as to read: —
6 Section 66. They shall forthwith, after the final
7 day for registration before a biennial state, or an
8 annual city or town election, certify to the secre-
9 tary of the commonwealth, the number of assessed

10 polls, the number of registered male and female
11 voters in the city or town, and in each ward and
12 precinct therein, and the number of persons who
13 by law are entitled to vote for a part only of the
14 whole numbers of officers to be chosen at a state
15 election in such city or town and in each ward and
16 precinct therein, with the titles of the officers for
17 whom such persons are entitled to vote.

1 Se c t i o n  5. Section sixty-jight of said chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five as amended by
3 section one of chapter six hundred and seventy-
4 six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
5 fourteen is hereby further amended by striking
6 out in the third line thereof the word “ annual” ,
7 and substituting the word: —  biennial; and by
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8 striking out the word “ fourteen” , in the third
9 line thereof and substituting the word: ■— twenty-

10 fou r,— so as to read:-— Section 68. The regis-
11 trars in every city, and in Boston the election
12 commissioners, after the biennial state election
13 in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four,
14 and in every tenth year thereafter, shall, for the
15 purpose of furnishing to the city council and the
16 board of aldermen the information necessary for
17 a new division of the city into wards and voting
18 precincts, deliver to the city clerk, on or before
19 the first Tuesday after the said state election, a
20 list of all male voters therein who were registered
21 for such election, which shall so be arranged as
22 to show the number of such voters residing in
23 each ward and precinct, if any, by streets. The
24 registrars, and in Boston the election commis-
25 sioners, shall likewise in any other year, upon
26 request of the board of aldermen, furnish, for the
27 purpose of dividing the ward into voting pre-
28 cincts, a list of the male voters of any ward in the
29 city arranged as aforesaid.

1 S e c t i o n  6. Section eighty-three of said chap-
2 ter eight hundred and thirty-five as amended by
3 chapter forty-eight of the General Acts of the
4 year nineteen hundred and fifteen is hereby
5 further amended by striking out the word “ an-
6 nual” , in the seventh and thirteenth lines thereof
7 and substituting in each case the word: bien-
8 nial; also by striking out in the ninth line thereof
9 the words “ annual state election” , and sub-
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10 stituting the words: —  first day of November, —
11 so as to read: —  Section 83. Said board shall
12 hold such day sessions as the city may by ordi-
13 nance prescribe, and such additional sessions as
14 they shall deem necessary. They shall, in any
15 event, hold in or near each ward in said city not
16 less than ten evening sessions, each of at least
17 three hours’ duration, between the first day of
18 September and the close of registration before
19 the biennial state election, and not less than five
20 such evening sessions between the first day of
21 November and the close of registration before the
22 annual city election. They shall also hold at
23 their principal office a continuous session from
24 nine o ’clock in the morning until ten o ’clock in
25 the evening on the twentieth day preceding the
26 biennial state election, and a like continuous
27 session on the twentieth day preceding the annual
28 city election, and a continuous session from twelve
29 o ’clock noon until ten o ’clock in the evening on
30 the seventh day preceding a special election.

1 Se c t io n  7. Section eighty-five of said chap-
2 ter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the first line thereof
4 the word “ annually” ; by striking out in the
5 second line thereof the word “ annual” , and sub-
6 stituting the word: —  biennial; and by inserting
7 in the second line thereof after the word “ elec-
8 tion” , the words: —  and in odd numbered years
9 before the annual city election, —  so as to read: —■ 

10 Section 85. Said board shall after the close of
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11 registration and before the biennial state elec-
12 tion and in odd numbered years before the annual
13 city election, make, by precincts, from the an-
14 nual register, street lists of the voters to be used
15 as the voting lists at elections. Each list shall
16 contain not less than two hundred names, and
17 names shall be added to or taken therefrom, as
18 persons are found qualified or not qualified to
19 vote. Said lists shall be in the following form: —

.Street.

N a m e  o f  V o t e r .

Residence, Number, 
or Other Desig

nation, April 1, of the 
Year of Election.

Length of 
Residence in City.

P e r s o n a l
D e s c r i p t io n .

A
ge

.

El
ei

gh
t.

ji?’ 3£

1 Se c t i o n  8. Section eighty-eight of said chap-
2 ter eight hundred and thirty-five as amended by
3 section twelve of chapter seven hundred and
4 ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and four-
5 teen is hereby further amended by striking out
6 in the first and second lines thereof, the word
7 “ annually” , and inserting the words: —  at the
8 primaries before each biennial state election;
9 by striking out the words "one year” , in the

10 third line thereof, and substituting the words: —
11 two years; and by inserting after the word
12 “ January” , in the thirteenth line thereof, the
13 words:-— next following their election, —  so as
14 to read: —  Section 88. Each political party shall
15 at the primaries before each biennial state elec-
16 tion, elect a state committee, the members of
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17 which shall hold office for two years from the
18 first day of January next following their election
19 and until their successors shall have organized.
20 Said committee shall consist of one member from
21 each senatorial district to be elected at the state
22 primaries, and such number of members at large
23 as may be fixed by the committee to be elected
24 at the state convention; and the person who in
25 the aggregate of all the ballots cast in each dis-
26 trict for such district members shall receive the
27 highest number of such votes shall be the mem-
28 ber elected.
29 The members of the state committee shall, in
30 January, next following their election, meet and
31 organize by the choice of a chairman, a secretary,
32 a treasurer and such other officers as they may
33 decide to elect.
34 The secretary of the state committee shall,
35 within ten days after such organization, file with
36 the secretary of the commonwealth, and send to
37 each city and town committee, a list of the mem-
38 bers of the committee and of its officers.
39 A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary
40 or treasurer of the committee or in the member-
41 ship thereof shall be filled by the committee, and
42 a statement of any such change shall be filed as in
43 the case of the officers first chosen.

1 S e c t i o n  9. Said chapter eight hundred and
2 thirty-five, as amended by section thirteen of
3 said chapter seven hundred and ninety, and by
4 section one of chapter forty-two of the General
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5 Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen, is hereby
6 further amended by striking out section eighty-
7 nine and substituting the following: —  Section 89.
8 Each political party shall, in every ward and
9 town, elect at the primaries before each biennial

10 state election, a committee to be called a ward
11 or a town committee, to consist of not less than
12 three persons who shall hold office for two years
13 from the first day of January next following their
14 election and until their successors shall have
15 organized.
16 The members of the several war committees
17 of a political party in a city shall constitute a
18 committee to be called a city committee.
19 Each town committee shall, between the first
20 day of January and the first day of March next
21 following their election, and each ward and city
22 committee shall, within thirty days after the be-
23 ginning of its term of office, meet and organize by
24 the choice of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer
25 and such other officers as it may decide to elect.
26 At such meeting the committee may add to its
27 numbers.
28 The secretary of each city and town committee
29 shall, within ten days after its organization, file
30 with the secretary of the commonwealth, with
31 the city or town clerk and with the secretary of
32 the state committee of the political party which
33 it represents, a list of the officers and members of
34 the committee.
35 A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or
36 treasurer of a city, ward or town committee shall
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37 be filled by the committee, and a vacancy in the
38 membership of a ward or town committee shall
39 be filled by such committee, and a statement of
40 any such change shall be filed as in the case of
41 the officers first chosen.

1 S e c t io n  10. Said chapter eight hundred and
2 thirty-five as amended by chapter one hundred
3 of the General Acts of the year nineteen hundred
4 and fifteen is hereby further amended by striking
5 out section ninety and inserting in place thereof
6 the following: —  Section 90. Upon a redivi-
7 sion of a city into wards, any political party
8 may in the next succeeding calendar year
9 elect its ward committees for such terms, not

10 exceeding the length of the terms for which
11 the former committees were chosen, as the
12 city committee existing at the time of calling
13 the caucuses may determine, and thereafter shall
14 elect such committees at the times and for the
15 terms prescribed by law. The caucuses for the
16 choice of such ward committees shall be called
17 by the city committee in existence at the time,
18 and shall be subject to such reasonable notice as
19 said city committee shall determine.

1 S e c t i o n  11. Section one hundred and ninety-
2 two of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five
3 is hereby amended by striking out the words
4 “ five preceding annual” , in the ninth line thereof
5 and substituting the words: — three preceding
6 biennial,—  so as to read: —  Section 192. Each
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7 party may, at primaries, caucuses or conventions
8 held in accordance with the provisions of this act,
9 make as many nominations of candidates for each

10 office as there are persons to be e’ected thereto,
11 and no more, and shall be entitled to have the
12 names of such candidates placed upon the official
13 ballot. A party may make a nomination for an
14 office to be filled by election in the common-
15 wealth, or in any district, county, city, town or
16 ward when at the three preceding biennial elec-
17 tions it polled in the commonwealth, or in such
18 district, county, city, town or ward, respectively,
19 a number of votes for governor equal to the num-
20 ber of voters required to nominate by nomination
21 papers a candidate for the office so to be filled.
22 Such party shall be entitled to have the names
23 of all candidates so nominated placed upon the
24 official ballot upon filing a certificate of nomina-
25 tion as hereinafter provided.

1 S e c t i o n  12. Section two hundred and thirty
2 of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is
3 hereby amended by striking out in the third line
4 thereof, the words “ annual state election” , and
5 substituting therefor the words: —  first day of
6 November, —  so as to read: —  Section 230. If a
7 vacancy in the number of the election officers
8 occurs before the twentieth day of September in
9 any year, or, in a city, after the first day of No-

10 vember, and one week at least before the annual
11 city election, or if an election officer declines his
12 appointment and gives notice thereof to the city
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13 or town clerk, or in Boston to the election com-
14 missioners, before the twentieth day of Septem-
15 ber, or, if at a special election the office of an
16 election officer is vacant, the mayor, with the ap-
17 proval of the aldermen, or the selectmen, shall
18 fill the vacancy; and the appointment shall be so
19 made as to preserve the equal representation of
20 the two leading political parties. Appointments
21 to fill vacancies may be acted upon immediately
22 by the board of aldermen. In Boston such va-
23 cancies shall be filled by the election commis-
24 sioners.

1 S e c t io n  13. Section two hundred and forty-
2 one of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five
3 is hereby amended by striking out the word “ an-
4 nual” , in the fourth line thereof, and substituting
5 the word: —  biennial; also by inserting before
6 the word “ city” in the fifth line thereof, the word:
7 —  annual, —  so as to read: —  Section 241 ■ The
8 aldermen in cities, except where city charters
9 provide otherwise, and the selectmen of every

10 town divided into voting prec'ncts, and in Boston
11 the election commissioners, shall, twenty days
12 at least before the biennial state or annual city
13 election and ten days at least before any special
14 election of a state or city officer therein, designate
15 the polling place for each voting precinct and shall
16 cause it to be suitably fitted up and prepared
17 therefor. In a city or town which has provided
18 voting booths such booths may be placed in the
19 highways of such city or town, provided said
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20 highways are left reasonably safe and convenient
21 for public travel. It shall be in a public, orderly
22 and convenient portion of the precinct; but if no
23 such polling place can be had within the precinct, 
2-4 they may designate a polling place in an adjoin-
25 ing precinct. No building or portion of a build-
26 ing shall be designated or used as a polling place
27 in which intoxicating liquor has been sold within
28 the thirty days preced ng the day of the election.
29 When the polling places have been designated, the
30 aldermen, and in Boston the election commis-,
31 sioners, shall, in at least five public places in each
32 precinct of the city, and selectmen, in at least
33 three public places in each precinct of the town
34 forthwith post a printed description of the polling
35 places designated, and may give further notice
36 thereof.

1 Section 14. Section two hundred and sev-
2 enty-seven of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five as amended by section one of chapter
4 two hundred and forty-seven of the General Acts
5 of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen is
6 hereby further amended by striking out in the
7 first and seventh lines thereof, the word “ annual” ,
8 and substituting therefor in each case the word:
9 — biennial; also by inserting after the word

10 “ November”  in the sixth line thereof, the words:
11 —  in every even numbered year, —  so as to
12 read: —  Section 277. The biennial state election
13 for the choice of governor, lieutenant governor,
14 councillors, secretary, treasurer and receiver-gen-
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15 eral, attorney-general, auditor of the common-
16 wealth, and senators and representatives in the
17 general court, shall be held on the Tuesday next
18 after the first Monday in November in every
19 even numbered year. There shall also be chosen
20 at the biennial state election, when required by
21 law, presidential electors, and senators in congress,
22 and, in their respective districts or counties, rep-
23 resentatives in congress, district attorneys, clerks
24 of the courts, registers of probate and insolvency,
25 registers of deeds, county commissioners, as-
26 sociate commissioners, sheriffs and county treas-
27 urers.

1 Se c t io n  15. Section two hundred and seventy-
2 eight of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-
3 five is hereby amended by striking out the word
4 “ annual” , in the twelfth line thereof, and sub-
5 stituting therefor the word: —  biennial; also by
6 inserting before the word “ city” , in the thirteenth
7 line thereof the words: —  and the annual, —  so as
8 to read: —  Section 278. Meetings of the voters
9 of each city for the election of state officers and

10 city officers shall be called by the aldermen, and
11 the city clerk shall, under their direction, cause
12 notice of such meetings to be printed in one or
13 more newspapers published in such city and to be
14 conspicuously posted in the office of the city clerk,
15 and in Boston, in at least four daily newspapers
16 published therein. Such notices shall be in lieu
17 of the notices or warrants for election required in
18 any city by special statutes. Meetings of the
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19 voters of each town for the election of state officers
20 and town officers shall be called as provided in
21 section three hundred and ninety-four. Meetings
22 for the biennial state, and the annual city and
23 town elections shall be called at least seven days
24 before the day prescribed for the holding thereof.

1 S e c t i o n  16. Said chapter eight hundred and
2 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out
3 section three hundred and eighty-one and sub-
4 substituting the following: —  Section 381. At
5 the biennial state election in the year nineteen
6 hundred and twenty-two, and in every sixth year
7 thereafter, and in the year nineteen hundred and
8 twenty-four and in every sixth year thereafter,
9 a senator in congress shall be chosen by the voters 

10 of the commonwealth.

1 Se c t i o n  17. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-two of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out
4 the words “ the annual” , in the first line thereof,
5 and substituting the words: — each biennial;
6 and by striking out the words “ in every even
7 numbered year” , in the first and second lines
8 thereof, so as to read: —  Section 382. At each
9 biennial state election a representative in congress

10 shall be chosen by the voters in each congressional
11 district.

1 S e c t i o n  18. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-three of said chapter eight hundred and
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3 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out the
4 word “ annual” , in the first line, and substituting
5 the word: —  biennial; by striking out the word
6 “ thirteen” , in the second line, and substituting
7 the word: —  twenty-two; and by striking out
8 the word “ third” , in the same line, and sub-
9 stituting the word: —  fourth, — so as to read: —

10 Section 383. At the biennial state election in the
11 year nineteen hundred and twenty-two, and in
12 every fourth year thereafter, a district attorney
13 shall be chosen by the voters in each of the dis-
14 tricts into which the commonwealth is divided
15 for the administration of the criminal law.

1 S e c t i o n  19. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-four of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out the
4 word “ annual” , in the first line, and substituting
5 the word: —  biennial; by striking out the word
6 “ sixteen” , in the second line, and substituting
7 the word: —  twenty-two; and by striking out the
8 word “ fifth” , in the same line, and substituting
9 the word: —  sixth, —  so as to read: —  Section

10 384■ At the biennial state election in the year
11 nineteen hundred and twenty-two, and in every
12 sixth year thereafter, a clerk of the supreme
13 judicial court for the county of Suffolk, and two
14 clerks of the superior court, one for civil and one
15 for criminal business, shall be chosen by the voters
16 in said county; and, by the voters in each of the
17 other counties, a clerk of the courts who shall act
18 as clerk of the supreme judicial court, of the su-
19 perior court and of the county commissioners.
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1 S e c t i o n  20. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-five of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out
4 the word “ annual” , in the first line thereof, and
5 substituting the word: —  biennial; by striking
6 out the word “ thirteen” , in the second line
7 thereof, and substituting the word: —  twenty-
8 four; and by striking out the word “ fifth” , in the
9 same line, and substituting the word: —  sixth,

10 —  so as to read: —  Section 385. At the biennial
11 state election in the year nineteen hundred and
12 twenty-four, and in every sixth year thereafter,
13 a register of probate and insolvency shall be
14 chosen by the voters of each county.

1 S e c t i o n  21. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-six of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out
4 the word “ annual” , in the first line thereof, and
5 substituting the word: —  biennial; by striking
6 out the word “ sixteen” , in the second line, and
7 substituting the w ord:—-twenty-two; and by
8 striking out the word “ fifth” , in the same line,
9 and substituting - the word: — sixth, -— so as to

10 read: —  Section 386. At the biennial state elec-
11 tion in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
12 two, and in every sixth year thereafter, a register
13 of deeds shall be chosen by the voters of each
14 district for the registry of deeds, and of each
15 county not divided into districts.

1 S e c t i o n  22. Said chapter eight hundred and
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2 thirty-five is hereby further amended by striking
3 out section three hundred and eighty-seven and
4 substituting the following: —  Section 387. At the
5 biennial state election there shall be chosen by
6 the voters of the county of Middlesex and of
7 the city of Revere and town of Winthrop, one 
S county commissioner for said county and towns, 
9 and by the voters of each of the other counties,

10 except the counties of Suffolk and Nantucket,
11 one county commissioner for the county.
1? At the biennial state election in the year nine-
13 teen hundred and twenty-two, and in every fourth
14 year thereafter, there shall likewise be chosen by
15 the voters of the county of Middlesex and of the
16 city of Revere and town of Winthrop, two as-
17 soeiate commissioners for said county, city and
18 town, and by the voters of each of the other
19 counties, except the counties of Suffolk and
20 Nantucket, two associate commissioners for the
21 county.
22 Not more than one of the county commissioners
23 and associate commissioners shall be chosen from
24 the same city or toAvn. If tAA'O persons residing in
25 the same city or tOAA'ii shall appear to have been
26 chosen to said offices, the person only who receives
27 the larger number of \mtes shall be declared
28 elected; but if they shall receive an equal num-
29 ber of votes, no person shall be declared elected.
30 If a person residing in a city or toAvn in which
31 a county commissioner or an associate commis-
32 sioner who is to remain in office also resides, shall
33 appear to have been chosen, he shall not be de-
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34 dared elected. If the person is not declared
35 elected by reason of the above provisions, the
36 person receiving the next highest number of votes
37 for the office, and who resides in another city or
38 town, shall be declared elected.

1 Se c t i o n  23. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-eight of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out
4 the word “ annual” , in the first line thereof, and
5 substituting the word: —  biennial; by striking
6 out the word “ fifteen” , in the second line thereof,
7 and substituting the word: —  twenty; and by
8 striking out the word “ fifth” , in the same line,
9 and substituting the word: —- sixth, —  so as to

10 read:-—- Section 388. At the biennial state elec-
11 tion in the year nineteen hundred and twenty,
12 and in every sixth year thereafter, a sheriff shall
13 be chosen by the voters in each county.

1 S e c t i o n  24. Section three hundred and
2 eighty-nine of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five, as amended by section one of chapter
4 one hundred and fourteen of the General Acts of
5 the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, is hereby
6 further amended by striking out the word “ an-
7 nual” , in the first line thereof, and inserting
8 the word: —  biennial; by striking out the word
9 “ eighteen” , in the second line thereof, and insert-

10 ing the w ord :— twenty-four; and by striking
11 out the word “ fifth” , in the same line, and in-
12 serting the w ord:— sixth,—-so as to read: —
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13 Section 389. At the biennial state election in the
14 year nineteen hundred and twenty-four, and in
15 every sixth year thereafter, a county treasurer
16 shall be chosen by the voters in each county,
17 except the counties of Suffolk and Nantucket.

1 S e c t i o n  25. Section three hundred and ninety
2 of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is
3 hereby amended by striking out the word “ an-
4 nual” , in the first line thereof, and substituting
5 the word: —  biennial; by striking out the word
6 “ fifteen” , in the Second line, and substituting
7 the word: —  twenty-four; by striking out the
8 word “ town” , in the eleventh and twelfth lines,
9 and substituting in each case the word: —  city;

10 by striking out the words “ one year” , in the
11 thirteenth line, and inserting in place thereof the
12 words “ two years” ; —  and by striking out in
13 the forty-first line thereof the words “ clerk of
14 the town” , and substituting the words: —  city
15 clerk of the city, -— so as to read: —  Section 390.
16 At the biennial state election in the year nine-
17 teen hundred and twenty-four, and in every
18 tenth year thereafter, nine commissioners shall be
19 elected for the county of Suffolk, for the perform-
20 ance of the duties hereinafter specified. Five of
21 said commissioners shall be residents of and
22 voters in the city of Boston and shall be elected
23 by the voters of that city; two shall be residents
24 of and voters in the city of Chelsea and shall
25 be elected by the voters of that city; one shall
26 be a resident of and a voter in the' town of
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27 W inthrop and shall be elected by the voters of
28 that town; and one shall be a resident of and a
29 voter in the city of Revere and shall be elected by
30 the voters of that city. Said commissioners shall
31 hold office for two years from the first Wednesday
32 of January next after their election. At their
33 first meeting, they shall organize by choosing a
34 chairman, who shall be one of their number, and
35 a clerk. The city of Boston shall provide them
36 with a suitable office and room for hearings and
37 shall allow and pay to them for compensation a
38 sum not exceeding five hundred dollars each, said
39 sum to be determined by the governor and coun-
40 cil, and a further sum of not more than seven
41 hundred dollars for clerk hire, stationery and
42 incidental expenses.
43 The said commissioners shall, on the first Tues-
44 day of August next after the secretary of the com-
45 monwealth shall have certified to them the number
46 of representatives to which the county of Suffolk
47 may be entitled, as determined by the general
48 court, assemble in the city of Boston, and, as soon
49 as may be, shall so divide said county into repre-
50 sentative districts of contiguous territory as to
51 apportion the representation of said county, as
52 nearly as may be, according to the number of
53 voters in the several districts. Such districts shall
54 be so formed that no ward of a city and no town
55 shall be divided, and no district shall be so
56 formed that it shall be entitled to elect more than
57 three representatives. The districts shall be
58 numbered by the commissioners, and a descrip-
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59 tion of each district, its number and the number
60 of voters therein shall be transmitted to the sec-
61 retary of the commonwealth, to the board of
62 election commissioners of the city of Boston, to
63 the treasurer of the city of Boston, to the city
64 clerk of the city of Boston, to the city clerk of
65 the city of Chelsea, to the city clerk of the city of
66 Revere and to the clerk of the town of Winthrop
67 and shall be filed and kept in their respective
68 offices.

1 S e c t i o n  26. Section three hundred and
2 ninety-one of said chapter eight hundred and
3 thirty-five as amended by section one of chapter
4 two hundred and fifty-five of the General Acts of
5 nineteen hundred and seventeen, and by section
6 two of chapter one hundred and fourteen of the
7 General Acts of nineteen hundred and eighteen, is
8 hereby further amended by striking out said sec-
9 tion and substituting the following: —  Section 391.

10 District attorneys and associate county commis-
11 sioners shall hold their several offices for terms of
12 four years, and sheriffs, registers of deeds, clerks
13 of courts, registers of probate and insolvency,
14 county treasurers and county commissioners for
15 six years, beginning with the first Wednesday of
16 January in the year succeeding their election and
17 until their successors are chosen and qualified.
18 If a person elected to any of the above offices fails
19 to qualify, by reason of death, on or before the
20 said date, the office shall be filled in the manner
21 hereinbefore provided for filling a vacancy in the
22 office.
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1 S e c t i o n  27. All officers named in the forego-
2 ing section who shall have been elected prior to
3 the taking effect of this act shall hold their several
4 offices until the first Wednesday of January in
5 the year succeeding that fixed by this act for the 
C election of their successors. The terms of county
7 commissioners elected in the year nineteen hun-
8 dred and eighteen shall expire on the first Wednes-
9 day of January in the year nineteen hundred

10 and twenty-three, and the terms of county com-
11 missioners elected in the year nineteen hundred
12 and nineteen shall expire on the first Wednesday
13 of January in the year nineteen hundred and
14 twenty-five.

1 S e c t i o n  28. This act shall take effect on the
2 Thursday following the first Wednesday in Jan-
3 uary in the year nineteen hundred and twenty.


