
HOUSE No. 1685

House of Representatives, May 6, 1919.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1208)
of Robert W. Renfrew and another for the appointment of a
judicature commission; and so much of the special report of
the Supervisor of Administration relative to the classification
of positions, held by judicial and certain other state and
county officials and employees, into services, groups and
grades and to standardizing salary rates and ranges (House,
No. 1451) as relates to the appointment of a judicature
commission, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

WILLIAM J. NAPHEN.

Cfre Commontoealtl) of 6@assadjusetts.



JUDICATURE OF COMMONWEALTH. [May,9

AN ACT
To provide for a Commission to investigate the Judicature

of the Commonwealth.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The dean of the Harvard Law School, the
2 dean of the Boston University School of Law, and one
3 member to be appointed by the governor are hereby

4 made a commission to investigate the judicature of the
5 commonwealth with a view to ascertaining whether any
6 and what changes and improvements in the organization,
7 rules and methods of procedure and practice of the several
8 courts, the number and jurisdiction thereof, and the
9 number and powers of the judges therein, and all offices

10 and officers connected therewith, may be advantageously
11 made, in such manner as to insure the more prompt,
12 economical and satisfactory dispatch of judicial business.
13 The commission shall be known as the “judicature com-
-14 mission”, and shall report to the general court, on or
15 before the first Wednesday in January in the year nine-
-16 teen hundred and twenty, its conclusions with such
17 drafts of proposed legislation as it may see fit to recom-

-18 mend, and shall report to the governor, when requested,
19 as to the progress of its work.
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1 Section 2. Immediately upon its appointment and
2 qualification, the commission shall consider what changes
3 in the constitution or frame of government of the com-
-4 monwealth, particularly those portions relating to the
5 organization of the judiciary, may be necessary in order
6 to give validity to the legislation that it may recommend
7 to the general court or to the governor, and shall, as
8 soon as practicable after the convening of the convention,
9 called to revise, alter or amend the constitution under

10 the provisions of chapter ninety-eight of the General Acts
11 of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen, communicate
12 to the president of said convention its conclusions and
13 recommendations in the premises.

1 Section 3. The commission may give public hearings,
2 shall have power to administer oaths and to require the
3 attendance of witnesses and the production of books and
4 documents and may cause a stenographic report of the
5 proceedings before it to be made. A witness who gives
6 false testimony or who fails to appear when duly sum-
-7 moned shall be subject to the same penalties as are
8 provided for a witness before a court.

1 Section 4. No member of said commission shall
2 receive any compensation for his services, but the com-
-3 mission and the several members thereof shall be allowed
4 from the state treasury such expenses for clerical and
5 other services, travel and incidentals, as the governor and
6 council shall approve, not exceeding the sum of five

7 thousand dollars, and said commission may avail itself
8 of the services of the department of the supervisor of
9 administration.




