
HOUSE No. 1783

House of Representatives, May 27, 1919.

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1499) of Michael
H. Sullivan relative to appropriations by the school commit-
tee of the city of Boston, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

DAVID J. MALONEY,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT
To re-establish and to regulate Appropriations by the School

Committee of the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The school committee of the city of
2 Boston in each year, beginning with nineteen hundred
3 and nineteen, by vote of four fifths of all its members,
4 taken by yeas and nays, may make appropriations by
5 items, which items may be subdivided as said com-
-6 mittee may determine, which shall be included within
7 the tax limits of the said city for municipal purposes, as
S established by law, and shall not exceed the sums stated
9 herein upon each one thousand dollars of the valuation

10 on which the appropriations of the city council are
11 based, and shall be in addition to the money which may
12 be given therefor, the income collected and the balance
13 of appropriations of preceding years, as follows: —

14 (a) For general school purposes: for the financial
15 year ending on the thirty-first day of January, nineteen
16 hundred and twenty, four dollars and eleven cents; for
17 the financial year ending on the thirty-first day of
18 January, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, and for each

Ciie Commontoealtf) of egassadnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen.
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19 financial year thereafter, four dollars and thirty-eight
20 cents.
21 (b ) For the construction and furnishing of new school

22 buildings, both temporary and permanent, including the

23 taking of land therefor, and for school yards, and the

24 preparing of school yards for use, and for rents of hired
25 school accommodations: for the financial year ending on

26 the thirty-first day of January, nineteen hundred and

27 twenty, sixtv-five cents; for the financial year ending
28 on the thirty-first day of January, nineteen hundred and
29 twenty-one, and for each financial year thereafter,
30 sixty-eight cents.

1 (c) For the alteration and repair of school buildings,
;2 and for furniture, fixtures, and means of escape in case

33 of fire, and for fire protection, for existing buildings, and

34 for improving existing school yards: for the financial
15 year ending on the thirty-first day of January, nineteen
16 hundred and twenty, and for each financial year there-

37 after, thirty-five cent
38 (d) For organizing and conducting physical training
39 and exercises, athletics, sports, games and play, and the
40 providing of proper apparatus, equipment and facilities
41 for the same in buildings, yards, and playgrounds under
42 the control of said committee or upon any other land
43 which it may have the right to use for this purpose
44 under the provisions of chapter two hundred and ninety-
-45 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven: for the
46 financial year ending on the thirty-first day of January,
47 nineteen hundred and twenty, and for each financial
48 year thereafter, eight cents.
49 (e) For the employment of one supervising female
50 nurse, and so many district female nurses as in the
51 opinion of said committee are necessary in accordance
52 with the provisions of chapter three hundred and fifty
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seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven, and
for the employment of such number of school physicians
as in the opinion of said committee may be necessary,
and for the cate of teeth of school children: for the
financial year ending on the thirty-first day of January,
nineteen hundred and twenty, and for each financial
year thereafter, six cents.
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59
(/) For the purpose of conducting educational and

recreative activities in or upon school property under
the control of said committee, and the use thereof bv

60
61

62

individuals and associations in accordance wth the pro-
visions of chapter one hundred and ninety-five of the
acts of nineteen hundred and twelve, and chapter eighty-
six of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen:
for the financial year ending on the thirty-first day of
January, nineteen hundred and twenty, and for each
financial year thereafter, two cents.
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64
65
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68

69

(g) For the payment of pensions to members of the
teaching or supervising staff of the public schools of

70
71

said city, and to persons who were annuitants of the
Boston Teachers’ Retirement Fund at the time when

72
t6

74 chapter five hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of
75 nineteen hundred and eight took effect, and other
76 teachers who had retired previous to said time, in
77 accordance with the provisions of chapter five hundred
78 and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
79 eight, chapter five hundred and thirty-seven of the acts
80 of nineteen hundred and nine, chapter six hundred and
81 seventeen of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten, and
82 chapter five hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of nine-
-83 teen hundred and twelve, and this act: for the financial
84 year ending on the thirty-first day of January, nineteen
85 hundred and twenty, and for each financial year there-
-86 after, seven cents.
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87 (.h ) For promoting the Americanization and better
88 training for citizenship of foreigners: for the financial
89 year ending on the thirty-first day of January, nineteen
90 hundred and twenty, and for each financial year there-
-91 after, two cents.
92 (7) For vocational guidance: for the financial year
93 ending on the thirty-first day of January, nineteen
94 hundred and twenty, and for each financial year there-
-9- after, two cents.
96 If the school committee shall fail to appropriate the
97 full amount which it is authorized to appropriate for
98 items (6), (c), (cl), (e), (/), Qi), (7), or any one of them
99 in any year it may correspondingly increase the appro-

100 priation which it is authorized to make under item (a).

1 Section 2. The votes of said school committee mak-
-2 ing such appropriations shall have the same force and
3 effect as orders or votes of the city council appropriating
4 money, and shall be subject to the same provisions of
5 law in respect to approval by the mayor, except that a
6 vote of four of all the members of said school com-
7 mittee, taken by yeas and nays, shall be necessary to

8 pass such appropriations over the veto of the mayor.

1 Section 3. After an order or vote of said school
2 committee making an appropriation shall have gone
3 into effect, the aggregate amount so appropriated shall
4 be certified by the school committee to the board of
5 assessors, and shall be included by said assessors in the
6 amount to be raised by taxation in said city for such
7 year.

1 Section 4. Any balance of an appropriation so made
2 by said school committee remaining unexpended at the
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3 close of any financial year, and not needed to carry out
4 the requirements of any statute, gift, trust, or special
5 appropriation, shall be added to the amount which said
6 school committee may appropriate as herein authorized
7 for the financial year next ensuing.

1 Section 5. Section four of chapter five hundred and
2 eighty-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eight as amended by section two of chapter six hundred
4 and seventeen of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten,
5 is hereby further amended so as to read as follows:
6 Accrued interest not expended during any year shall be
7 available for the payment of pensions during any sub-
8 sequent year.

1 Section 6. Said chapter five hundred and eighty-
-2 nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eight,
3 as amended by chapter six hundred and seventeen of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and ten, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out section six and section seven,
6 and inserting in place thereof the following sections:-—
7 Section 6. In case the amount available in any one year
8 under this act is not sufficient to pay the pensions that
9 have been granted, the amount so available shall be

10 divided pro rata among those to whom pensions have
11 been or may be granted on the basis of the amount of
12 the pension each is then receiving: 'provided, that in no
13 case, nor in any year, shall the pension of any person
14 retired after thirty years of service be less than three
15 hundred and twelve dollars. Section 7. The school
16 committee of said city, by a majority vote of all its
17 members, may retire with a pension any members of the
IS teaching or supervising staff or the following-named
19 officers of the school committee, the secretary, business
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20 agent or schoolhouse custodian of the public schools of
21 the city of Boston, who shall have attained the age of
22 sixty-five years, and such other members of the teach-
-23 ing or supervising staff of said schools or said officers of
24 the school committee as in the opinion of said school
25 committee, shall be incapacitated for further efficient
26 service. If a person so retired has been employed in
27 teaching or supervising in public day schools or as a
28 secretary, business agent or schoolhouse custodian of the
29 school committee of said city, for a period aggregating
30 thirty years or more, ten years of which shall have been
31 in the employ of the school committee of the city of
32 Boston, such person shall be paid a pension at the
33 annual rate of one third of the annual salary paid to said
34 person at the time of retirement: provided, that in no
35 case shall the pension of any person so retired after
36 thirty years of service, be less than three hundred and
37 twelve dollars nor more than six hundred dollars. If
38 a person so retired has been employed in teaching or
39 supervising in public day schools, or as secretary,
40 business agent or schoolhouse custodian of the school
41 committee of said city, for a period aggregating less than
42 thirty years, ten years of which shall have been in the
43 employ of the school committee of the city of Boston,
44 said person shall be paid a pension which bears the same
45 ratio to the pension provided for on retirement after
46 thirty years of service as the total number of years
47 of service of said persons bear to thirty years. The
48 pension of any teacher retired because of incapacity
49 shall terminate if, and when, in the judgment of the
50 school committee such person’s incapacity shall have
51 ceased and said teacher shall have been tendered re-

52 appointment in the public schools of the city of Bos-
-53 ton. In determining the aggregate length of service
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54 of any person retired under the provisions of this act,
55 any period of leave of absence under salary shall be
56 considered as equivalent to an equal amount of teaching
57 service. The treasurer of the city of Boston shall pay
58 pensions under this act in accordance with monthly pay-
-59 rolls prepared and certified to by the school committee.
60 The school committee of the city of Boston shall es-
-61 tablish a schedule of pensions in accordance with the
62 provisions of this act. The pensions of persons al-
-63 ready retired under the provisions of said chapter five
64 hundred and eighty-nine shall be re-established in ac-
-65 cordance with the provisions of this act to date from
66 the first day of the calendar month next following the
67 passage of this act; provided, further, that nothing in
68 this act shall be construed to decrease the amount of
69 any pension now being paid to any person under the
70 several acts applying to the teaching or supervising staff
71 in the city of Boston.

1 Section 7. The proceeds of any sale of any school
2 lands or buildings shall be held in the city treasury of
3 said city, and used only for the purchase of land, or for
4 the construction of buildings for school purposes when
5 appropriated by said school committee for that purpose,
6 but shall not be so used without the approval of the
7 mayor in writing in each specific case. Such proceeds
8 shall be expended in accordance with the provisions of
9 chapter four hundred and' eight of the acts of eighteen

10 hundred and ninety-five, and acts in amendment thereof,
11 and in addition thereto.

1 Section 8. Section three of chapter three hundred
2 and thirty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and fourteen, as amended by chapter two hundred and
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4 sixty-seven of the Special Acts of the year nineteen hun-
-5 dred and sixteen, is hereby further amended to read as
6 follows: Section 3. Said school committee shall sell
7 the estate on Mason street now occupied by said school
8 committee for office and other purposes, and the pro-
-9 ceeds of such sale shall be paid into the city treasury

10 and applied to the cancellation or reduction of debt
11 incurred for school purposes, or for the administration
12 building and the land used therefor, or applied to the
13 payment of interest and sinking fund charges of the
14 said debt.

1 Section 9. Nothing in this act shall be construed to
2 impair the validity or to prevent the issue of negotiable
3 bonds of the city of Boston for the purpose of acquiring
4 a site for an administration building and for constructing
5 and furnishing such building, under the provisions of sec-
-6 tion two of chapter four hundred and fifty of the acts of
7 nineteen hundred and seven, chapter three hundred and
8 thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen,
9 and by section three of chapter two hundred and sixty-

-10 seven of the special acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen,
11 and orders passed by the school committee in pursuance
12 of said acts.

1 Section 10. For the purpose of this act the limit of
2 the amount of taxes on property in the city of Boston is
3 increased in the year nineteen hundred and nineteen,
4 eighty-eight cents, in the year nineteen hundred and
5 twenty and in each year thereafter one dollar and eight-
-6 een cents on each one thousand dollars of the valuation
7 upon which the appropriations of the city council of the
8 city of Boston are based.
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Section 11. The following acts and parts of acts are
hereby repealed: chapter four hundred, acts of eighteen
hundred and ninety-eight; chapter four hundred and
forty-eight, acts of nineteen hundred and one; chapter
one hundred and seventy, acts of nineteen hundred and
three; chapter two hundred and five, acts of nineteen
hundred and six; section three of chapter two hundred
and ninety-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
seven; section three of chapter three hundred and fifty-
seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven; chap-
ter three hundred and eighty-eight, acts of nineteen
hundred and nine: chapter seven hundred and eight,
acts of nineteen hundred and eleven; section two of
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chapter one hundred and ninety-five of the acts of nine-
teen hundred and twelve; chapter six hundred and fif-
teen, acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen; chapter
three hundred and four, Special Acts of nineteen hun-
dred and fifteen; section one and section four of chap-
ter two hundred and sixty-seven, Special Acts of nine-
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teen hundred and sixteen; chapter one hundred and
thirty-two, Special Acts of nineteen hundred and
eighteen.
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1 Section 12. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent here-
-2 with are hereby repealed. Nothing in this act shall
3 be construed as a repeal of section two of chapter two
4 hundred and sixty-seven, Special Acts of nineteen hun-
-5 dred and sixteen.

1 Section 13. This act shall take effect upon its ac-
-2 ceptance by the mayor, the city council, and the school
3 committee of the city of Boston.


