
HOUSE No. 1819

House of Representatives, June 5, 1919.

The House committee on Rules, to whom was referred the
order directing said committee to consider what action, if
any, should be taken with reference to an article in the Bos-
ton Herald of May 13th, 1919, purporting to quote Rep-
resentative Charles L. Underhill of Somerville, as reflecting
upon the integrity of the members of the House, makes the
following report

Whereas, The House of Representatives of 1919 since the
opening of the session has endeavored faithfully and un-
remittingly to make disposition of the legislation before it
with all the expedition consistent with mature deliberation
and without fear or favor, and therefore rightfully and
properly resents any aspersions cast upon the integrity,
character or quality of its members, when no evidence is
offered to substantiate such aspersions and no retraction or
apology is presented and especially when cast by one from

whom his fellow members are entitled to expect that honor
and loyalty which should ever forbid that a member make
wilful misrepresentations concerning them and their public
service; and

Whereas, Charles L. Underhill, Representative from the
23rd Middlesex district, on May 13th, 1919, was reported
in the press as saying, while speaking before the Somerville
Board of Trade on May 12th, 1919, that '‘Some of the
members of the Legislature are not worth 2 cents ...

are

practically worthless and very near to being crooked”- and
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Whereas, Your committee on Rules made a careful in-
vestigation and afforded the Representative every oppor-
tunity to deny, retract, or offer extenuating circumstance
or proof, and the said Representative admitted that he made
these remarks, but refused to retract or apologize and of-
fered no evidence whatsoever to substantiate them,

Your committee find that Representative Charles L.
Underhill made the remarks as aforesaid, failed to offer
substantiation, retraction or apology; therefore, by his
language and conduct, he has forfeited his claim to the
respect of his fellow members; and your committee recom-
mend that its findings and conclusion be incorporated in
the Journal of the House.

For the committee,

WILLIAM A KNEELAND


