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HOUSE No. 1840

REPORT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HIGHWAY
COMMISSION AND THE METROPOLITAN PARK
COMMISSION IN REGARD TO THE COST OF
CONSTRUCTING PILGRIM HIGHWAY.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
The Massachusetts Highway Commission and the Metro-

politan Park Commission, acting jointly, as requested by order
of the Legislature on May 6, 1919, present herewith the esti-
mates and recommendations in regard to the Pilgrim Highway,
requested by said order. The order is as follows:

Commonwealth op Massachusetts,
House op Representatives, May 2, 1919.

Ordered, That the Massachusetts Highway Commission and the Metro-
politan Park Commission, acting jointly, be requested to prepare an
estimate of the cost of constructing that portion of the proposed Pilgrim
Highway, so designated in plans on file with the Pilgrim Tercentenary
Commission, running from Atlantic in the city of Quincy to the Fore
River Bridge, and to accompany said estimate with such recommendations
as may seem advisable, reporting to the current session of the General
Court not later than the twenty-fifth day of May.

(Signed) James W. Kimball,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Adopted, in concurrence.

Sent up for concurrence.
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It is to be noted that this order carries no appropriations, and
that neither Board, prior to the order, had had any connection
with the plans for the Pilgrim Highway, and therefore did not
have in its possession any plans or data upon which to base the
estimates requested. The plan referred to in the order is of a
very general nature, indicating chiefly the route to be followed,
but not in sufficient detail to indicate the houses which would
have to be taken or removed, or furnishing topographical or
other data affecting values and cost of construction. While the
Boards have done the best they could to comply with the re-
quest of the order, they have been necessarily compelled to base
their estimates upon assessed values only, leaving it to the
Legislature to add such percentages above these values to any
appropriation which may be made as will safely provide for the
contingencies of settlement which must be based upon ap-
praised or otherwise proved values.

The plan referred to in the order indicates a route for the Pil-
grim Highway from Neponset Bridge to Fore River Bridge,
with a branch from River Street, crossing Washington Street, to
Quincy Avenue. The order itself, however, designates the por-
tion to be estimated upon as that between Atlantic and Fore
River Bridge, and this is understood to be from the point at
which the Metropolitan Parkway to Quincy Shore joins Han-
cock Street to Neponset Bridge. Neponset Bridge is at the
southerly end of Neponset Avenue and the projected Old Col-
ony Parkway of the metropolitan park system in the city of
Boston. Hancock Street is the main highway from Neponset
Bridge to Quincy Square. Washington Street is the main high-
way from Quincy Square to Hingham, Hull, Cohasset and the
intervening South Shore to Plymouth. Quincy Avenue is the
main highway from Quincy Square to Weymouth, and by
Queen Ann’s Corner, Hanover and Pembroke to Plymouth, or
by Bridgewater and Middleborough to Cape Cod.

So much of the plan as is referred to in the order provides for
widening of Hancock Street part of the way to Quincy Square,
thence construction of a new highway, branching toward the
southeast, from Hancock Street to Fore River Bridge. It would
pass through Merrymount Park, a park of the city of Quincy,
and through the territory in the neighborhood of the Fore River
works recently laid out and somewhat closely built over under
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direction of the United States Housing Commission. Further
details of the widening and occupation of existing streets art
given in the report to the two Boards by the' engineers of tin
two Boards, transmitted herewith. From this report it appears
that for the portion of Pilgrim Highway between Atlantic and
Fore River the assessed value of the land and buildings i
$426,000, of which $335,000 is that of buildings, and that tin
cost of construction by pavement with granite block of the por-
tion of Hancock Street to be occupied, and with bituminous road-
way surface for the rest of the distance, would be $1,320,000, a
total of $1,746,000. These estimates do not include any allow
ance for the land of the city of Quincy in Merrymount Park,
or for the possible cost of land and buildings above assessed
value, or for elements of special damage; but as the estimates
include the entire assessed Value of buildings, it is thought that
whatever salvage there might be upon sale or agreement for
moving buildings would balance elements of special damage.

The order further requests that such recommendations may
be made as seem advisable to the Boards. Without a much
more complete study of the whole project, the Boards hesitat
to make recommendations, but, without them the full
weight of recommendations, they venture to suggest that Plan
cock Street be retained at its present width of 66 feet instead of
being widened to a width of 100 feet, as suggested by the plan
and that the portion of the highway beyond, between River

Street and Fore River Bridge, be omitted, and connection I
made, as also suggested by the plan, with Washington Str
which, as it has been recently widened and improved to I
River Bridge, will provide adequately for all classes of through
travel to and beyond Fore River. If this is done, the al
estimates would be reduced to $250,000 for land and a
value of buildings and construction to $985,000, a total ot
$1,235,000. It is also suggested that if the highway be pro

nade with Washinfor as far as R
Street provision also be made for the extension Itom A
ton Street by way of North Street to Quincy Avenue, t

providing both xor a by-pr Quir

Shore travel, the major part of which goes by Quincy Avenue.
No estimates for construction between Washington Street and

Quincy Avenue can be submitted, however, at this tim
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Looking at the entire plan as one apparently intended to pro-
vide improved facilities for both pleasure and heavy travel be-
tween Boston, by way of Neponset Bridge, and Plymouth and
other points of the South Shore and southeastern part of the
State, it seems to be the duty of the Boards to suggest that for
a considerable distance the proposed new highway would paral-
lel existing main highways and the parkway from Neponset
Bridge and Quincy Shore Driveway of the metropolitan park
system, without materially shortening distances for pleasure
travel, and at a slight increase of distance and grade for heavy
travel. For this reason it is, therefore, worth while considering
whether heavy travel would be diverted in large degree from
present highways or from passing through Quincy Square, and
whether pleasure travel would not be likely to prefer the some-
what longer route by Quincy Shore, rendered attractive because
of its outlook upon Quincy Bay. It is evident that a widening
of the Quincy Shore Driveway and extension from Black’s
Creek across the estate of the late John Quincy Adams, which
is about to be divided and built upon, to Coddington Street,
and thence by the route suggested by the plan for the Pilgrim
Highway to River Street and Washington Street, would be
likely to attract all the pleasure travel from Hancock Street and
leave Hancock Street ample to provide for heavy travel, and
that the cost of such construction would be materially less than
that of the Pilgrim Highway as indicated by the plan. The
firm which is dividing up the Adams estate has, within the past
year, offered to give the land for the extension of the Quincy
Shore Driveway to Coddington Street, at which point it would
join the route of the Pilgrim Highway indicated by the plan.
The plan, with the routes referred to marked in colors, is
transmitted herewith.

.Respectfully submitted,

Chairman.

By W. B. de las Casas,
Chairman.

Wm. D. Sohier,
MASSACHUSETTS HIGHWAY COMMISSION,

METROPOLITAN PARK COMMISSION,

May 26, 1919,
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Bo'ston, May 23, 1£

Massachusetts Highway Commission and Metropolitan Park Commission
Boston, Mass

Gentlemen: —ln accordance with House order adopted
May 6, 1919, we beg to submit the following estimate of cost
of construction, including requirement of land, of the Pilgrim
Highway, so called, from a point near Neponset River in
Atlantic to a point near Fore River, all in Quincy. The order
requires the estimate to be made in accordance with plan on
file in the office of the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission, and
the following estimate is based upon said plan: —■
Land, assessed value,
Buildings, assessed value
Construction,

181,000 00
,000 00

1,320,000 00

81,736,000 00

The above estimate provides for a widening from 66 to
100 feet of Hancock Street from the junction of Quincy Shore
Drive to Merrymount Park at Wollaston Avenue. This would
allow for a roadway 80 feet in width, to accommodate eight
lines of traffic, including two electric car lines and two 10-foot
sidewalks. This section of roadway is estimated to be paved
with granite block pavement on a concrete base, with granite
edgestone and concrete sidewalks.

The cost of constructing the section from Hancock Street
through Merrymount Park to Coddington Street is based on a
highway with a total width of 80 feet, with roadway 40 feet,
two loam spaces 10 feet, and two sidewalks 10 feet, the roadway
pavement to be bituminous concrete surface and the sidewalks
of Portland cement concrete.

From Coddington Street to Mill Street the total width is
100 feet, with roadway 60 feet, two planting spaces 10 feet, and
two sidewalks 10 feet, the roadway surface bituminous con-
crete, sidewalk surface Portland cement concrete. From Mill

ENGINEERS’ REPORT.
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Street to Washington Street at the junction of Baxter Street,
and to the junction with Washington Street near the Fore
River, the width of highway is 80 feet with roadway 40 feet,
two planting spaces 10 feet, and two sidewalks 10 feet, road-
way surfacing bituminous concrete, sidewalk surface Portland
cement concrete.

Upon examination of the location of this highway it appears
to us unnecessary to construct the section from River Street
to the junction with Washington Street at the point near Fore
River, as this section parallels Washington Street and passes
through a thickly settled district, part of which has recently
been laid out and developed with new houses by the Shipping
Board Housing Division. Washington Street from the junction
near Baxter Street to Fore River has recently been widened,
and in our opinion is ample for the traffic of the present and
near future.

It also appears to us that the widening of Hancock Street
to 80 feet instead of 100 feet and the construction of the
section from Coddington Street to Mill Street at 80 feet width
instead of 100 feet would be ample.

In accordance with these recommendations of changes the
estimated cost would be as follows:

Land, assessed value,
Buildings, assessed value
Construction, .

845.000 00
205.000 00
985.000 00

81,235,000 00

On account of lack of time and no provision of funds it has
been impossible to make detailed surveys for the above esti-
mates or to obtain expert valuations on land and buildings.

No estimates of the cost of rebuilding electric car tracks in
Hancock Street have been included in these estimates.

Respectfully submitted

A. W. DEAN,
Engineer, Massachusetts Highway Commission.

JOHN R. RABLIN,
Metropolitan Park CommissionEng,
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