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I. AN ACT AMENDING THE LAW RELATIVE TO REGIONAL TRANSIT
AUTHORITIES.

Prepared by the Executive Office
of Transportation and Construction

SECTION 1. AMENDS c. 161 B, s. 3. Changes the name “regional
transportation authority” to “regional transit authority” to eliminate
the unnecessary and confusing distinction between “transit”
authorities enabled under Section 2of Chapter 1618 and “transporta-
tion” authorities enabled under Section 3 of Chapter 1618.

SECTION 2. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 3. (Same as Section I above.)
SECTION 3. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 3. Change enables “nearby”

communities to join an RTA. (Chapter 161 B currently allows only
“contiguous” cities and towns to join an RTA.) Also, given that
authorities may become too large simply given the power for a
“nearby” community to join an authority, the amendment assures an
authority of being able to comment on a community’s joining that
authority. The procedure should assist in preventing the unlimited
enlargement of authorities.

SECTION 4. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 5. Corrects the statute by
adding reference to town managers and town administrators in town
manager-council or town administrator-council forms of govern-
ment. Second, changes Section 5 of 161 B by retaining population-
based formula for determination of voting strength on the advisory
board. Population based formula is presently provided for in
authorities’ first year of operation, whereas in all years following the
first year, the voting formula is currently based on the assessments of
the authorities in the previous year. It is agreed to by all the
authorities and EOTC that an assessment-based formula is less
desirable than a population-based formula, because the assessment-
based formula would establish voting strength in the current year
based on the previous year’s assessment.

SECTIONS. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 6(0 to eliminate from (i) in the
first paragraph the phrase “held or later acquired by the authority.”
The change allows the authorities greater flexibility under Section 6.
Also, in the second paragraph of Section 6, the phrase “which is to be
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financed from the proceeds of bonds or bond anticipation notes and"
is removed from the reference to agreements between an authority
and any private company because such agreements are not necessarily
financed from bond or bond anticipation notes. The third change
corrects the language of Section 17, paragraph 3 by excluding
reference to Section s(e) of the statute which does not exist and by
moving the paragraph to Section 6, paragraph f where it is more
appropriately included.

SECTION 6. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 6(m). Changes the word
“corporation” to “authority” to correct an obvious error in statute's
current form.

SECTION 7. AMENDS c. 1618. s. 8(c). Changes the word
“corporation” to “administrator” to correct an obvious error in
statute’s current form.

SECTION 8. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 8(f). Adds a requirement for
consideration of the elderly and handicapped to the requirement for
an RTA program for public mass transportation.

SECTION 9. AMENDS c. 161 B, s. 8(h). Changes deadline for
preparation and approval of RTA budget to be consistent with
RTA’s fiscal, rather than calendar year financial cycle. Also,
amendment provides for supplemental budgets, otherwise not
provided for in c. 161 B.

SECTION 10. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 9. Corrects the formula for
assessing service costs of the RTA by determining a community’s
participation on the basis of the net loss of all routes in such
community rather than on the basis of only the routes which incurred
a loss, without consideration of profitable routes in such community.
Secondly the statute allows for the option of administrative costs of
the authority to be assessed on some or all member communities,
whether or not communities receive transit service, but only with the
unanimous and prior approval of the advisory board. Such
administrative costs may only be assessed on the basis of population.

SECTION 11. AMENDS c. 1618, s. 14. Specifies that a city or
town must affirmatively vote to join an authority. The statute now
reads that if a community does not vote, but a majority ot the
communities listed in Section 2 of the statute vote positively to form
an authority, the abstaining community becomes a member upon the
authority’s formation. The amendment corrects this inequity.

SECTION 12. AMENDS c. 161 B, s. 15. Changes the procedure
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for withdrawing from an authority. Whereas 161 B requires that a city
or town be assessed before it withdraws, the revision allows a city or
town to withdraw at any time. The amendment also adds a provision
that a city or town may not withdraw from an authority without
regard to its financial or other obligations to the authority.

SECTION 13. REPEATS c. 1618, s. 16. The repealed section
refers to conflicts of regulatory powers involving the department of
public utilities. Sections 6i and 8j of 1618, however, specifically
indicate the regulatory powers of the RTA and of the DPU. Conflicts)
such as those referred to in Section 16 of Chapter 1618 therefore
cannot exist, and Section 16 is irrelevant to Chapter 1618 and serves
no purpose in the statute.

SECTION 14. STRIKES c. 161 B,s. 17, paragraph 4. The deleted
paragraph referred to the “procedures by which private companies
shall apply for assistance pursuant to any agreements financed from
bonds or bond anticipation notes as provided in paragraph (e) of
section five.” Paragraph e of Section 5 does not exist in Chapter
161 B; the reference is apparently to an earlier version of the statute. A
slightly revised version of the deleted paragraph has been inserted in
Section 6(f) (which refers to such agreements) of Chapter 161 B; See
SECTION 5 of these proposed amendments.

SECTION 15. AMENDS c. 64H, s. 6 as appearing in section 4A
of Chapter 1141 of the Acts of 1973, the same chapter which inserted
the regional transit authority legislation. The amendment will exempt
from the sales tax the assets of operators only under contract with an
authority in the exact same manner as operators holding DPU
certificates are exempt from the sales tax.

SECTION 16. AMENDS St. 1973, c. 1141, s. 9A. Technical
amendment correcting certain ambiguities found in existing Section
9A. Includes change in reference to regional transit authorities in
light of elimination of reference to “transportation authorities” in
SECTIONS I and 2 of this act; and extracts repetitiveness in last
paragraph in current Section 9A without changing intent of the
statute. ■

SECTION 17. Adds severability provision.
SECTION 18. Provides for effective date of bill, with special

effective date for SECTION 16, which makes amended Section 9A of
c. 1141 of the Acts of 1973 retroactive to the effective date of the latter
statute.
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AN ACT AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW REGARDING THE
COMMONWEALTH’S FREIGHT RAIL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.

Prepared by the
Executive Office of Transportation and Construction

SECTION 1. AMENDS G.L. c. 161 C, s. 4. Deletes provision
which restricts authorization to improve or rehabilitate rail lines and
facilities to those which are acquired and owned by the Com-
monwealth.

SECTION 2. AMENDS St. 1975, c. 859, s. 2(c). Eliminates
restriction whereby bond proceeds could be spent only for purposes
of acquisition thereby permitting such expenditure for all of the
purposes authorized in G.L. c. 161C, s. 4. (e.g. rehabilitation).

SECTION 3. AMENDS St. 1975, c. 859, s. 2(e). Consistent with
amendments outlined above, eliminates requirement that funds for
maintenance and operation of rail lines and services shall be available
only “on lines acquired by the commonwealth.”

SECTION 4. Act to be effective on passage
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