
HOUSE 5918
By Mr. Volterra of Attleboro, petition of Max Volterra, Ronald A.

Pina, Thomas G. Simons and Edward M. Dickson for a legislative
amendment to the Constitution relative to redistricting. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

PROPOSAL FOR A LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
RELATIVE TO REDISTRICTING.

1 A majority ofall the members elected to the Senate and House of
2 Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be expedient
3 to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following Article of
4 Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of the
5 Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
6 General Court and approved by the people at the state election
7 next following];

8

9 ARTICLE Cl, Section 1, of the Articles of Amendments is
10 hereby further amended by striking the present second paragraph
11 and substituting in its place the following;
12 The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred and
13 sixty-two members. The general court shall, at its first regular
14 session after the year in which said census was taken, divide the
15 commonwealth, other than the islands of Nantucket and Martha’s
16 Vineyard, into one hundred and sixty representative districts of
17 contiguous territory so that each said representative will represent
18 an equal number of inhabitants, as nearly as may be; and such
19 districts shall be formed as nearly as may be, without uniting two
20 counties or parts of two or more counties, two towns or parts of
21 two or more towns, two cities or parts of two or more cities, or a
22 city and a town, or parts of cities and towns, into one district. Such
23 districts shall also be formed that no town containing less than
24 twenty-five hundred inhabitants according to said census shall be
25 divided. The general court may by law limit the time within which
26 judicial proceedings may be instituted calling in question any such
27 division. Each representative, for one year at least preceding his
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28 election, shall have been an inhabitant of the district for which is he
29 chosen, and shall cease to represent such district when he shall
30 cease to be an inhabitant of the commonwealth. The manner of
31 calling and conducting the elections for the choice of represent-
-32 atives, and ofascertaining their election, shall be prescribed by law.
33 Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard each shall be one represent-
-34 ative district, regardless of the number of inhabitants. These two
35 districts are unique and distinct, due to the difficulties in ~

36 communication and travel to, from, and between the islands and
*

37 the mainland, the distinct economic, environmental and social life
38 of the islands, and the likelihood that without this exception being
39 in force, the islands would be denied effective representation.
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