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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval. House
Bill No. 5599, entitled, "An Act Prohibiting the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority from Extending the Red Line Rapid
Transit Extension, So-Called, Northwest to Alewife Brook
Parkway in the City of Cambridge."

H.5599, a rather ambiguously drafted bill, is apparently
intended to prohibit the extension of the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority's "red line" to Alewife Brook Parkway
in the city of Cambridge, and from there to or through the
Town of Arlington.

At a time when the nation is about to embark on the most
extensive energy conservation program ever conceived, it makes
absolutely no sense to place legislative roadblocks in the path
of much-needed mass transit expansion. At a time when unemploy-
ment in the construction trades is dramatically higher than other
segments of the Massachusetts economy, it makes absolutely no
sense to jeopardize several thousand well-paying, highly skilled
jobs. And at a time when we are trying to maximize federal
revenues to the Commonwealth and the Northeast generally, it
makes absolutely no sense to signal the federal government that
our commitment of close to one billion dollars in combined transit
development may be in doubt.

The construction of the red line's northwest extension has
been planned for over six years. The public review process in
the city of Cambridge is 90% complete; the MBTA has met with 42
different groups interested in the extension. The comments from
the final round of public hearings will be published within the
next six weeks.

While the public review process in Arlington started later,
it will be just as extensive. I can assure the citizens of
Arlington that the MBTA will work closely with them to resolve
any problems that arise. Only last year I signed into law a
provision (Chapter 439 of the Acts of 1976) that prohibits the
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construction of any mass transit facility within 75 yards of
Arlington Catholic High School. The passage of this legislation
was a clear indication of our willingness to respond to the
legitimate concerns of the Arlington community. That willingness
has not lessened, and will not as long as I am governor.

Our experience with the red line’s southeast extension to
the city of Quincy has shown that well-planned transit extensions
can bring tremendous transportation and economic benefits to a
host community with minimal disruptions. Businesses in Arlington
Center would certainly welcome the stimulation that accompanies the
opening of a transit facility, and the town's tax base, now heavily
dependent on residential property, sorely needs the increased
commercial development that similar areas have experienced. I
believe that the town of Arlington is ready for intelligently
controlled transit-related development. In fact, the town recently
revised its zoning by-laws and planning procedures to better cope
with the challenges and opportunities the red line extension will
present.

The economic development, not only of the Cambridge-Arlington
area, but also of the entire metropolitan region, will depend in
the long run on the expansion of our transit system. During the
rest of this century, those parts of the country best prepared to
cope with drastic shortages of essential fuels will be most
attractive for investment and development. The metropolitan Boston
region has a substantial headstart in this regard because we already
have in place a core transit system that would cost billions of
dollars to duplicate. This competitive advantage will be severely
reduced, however, if we cannot extend our current transit lines 1
into areas where more people live and more jobs are being located.
The passage of H.5599 would not only restrict one major transit
extension, but it would also place a cloud over all other future
extensions, calling into question the Commonwealth's commitment to
mass transit throughout the next decades and undermining our
until-now successful efforts to attract one billion dollars in
federal transit funds.

For all of these reasons, / cannot in good conscience approve
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