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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House
Bill No. 1182 entitled, "An Act Providing for an Assistant Clerk
in the District Court of Holyoke."

H.1182 would establish the position of assistant clerk for
the district court of Holyoke. That court now has no assistant
clerk.

I am aware that strong arguments can be made for the appoint-
mcnt of an assistant clerk in this particular court. However, I
am very reluctant to add another position to the county payroll
at this time. When I have asked the counties to hold any increases
in their budget to the bare minimum required by law, as one way
to tlnd some relief for local property taxpayers, I cannot turn
around and permit new county Jobs to be created.

I am also not willing to make significant changes in Judicial
personnel shortly before the establishment, I hope, of a Judicial
personnel system, as recommended by my Select Committee on Judicial
Needs, that will for the first time permit uniform, rational and
economical classification and assignment of assistant clerks and
other court personnel. Under this system, as it has been most
recently proposed, the chief justice of the district courts would
have the authority to shift personnel from courts with relatively
lower workloads to those with the greatest need. This would allow
the most efficient utilization of current employees and reduce to

minimum the need for new positions.

Accordingly, I believe that the best way to relieve the
current situation in the Holyoke district court without adding
another permanent position to the Hampden County payroll is to
authorize the chief justice to assign an assistant clerk or other
suitable person from another court in the same county to the Holyoke
District Court. This will accomplish the purpose of the proponents
of H.1182 without resulting in any additional cost to the
taxpayers of Hampden County and will represent a small step
in our progress toward a unified Judicial personnel system.

I therefore recommend that House Bill No. 1182 be amended
by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
place thereof the following;_
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The chief justice of the district courts may, from
time to time, until July 1, 1978, assign one or
more assistant clerks or other suitable persons on
the staff of a district court in Hampden County with-
in a reasonable distance of the city of Holyoke to
act as a temporary assistant clerk of the district
court of Holyoke. Said temporary assistant clerk shall
have all the power and may perform all the duties of
an assistant clerk court, and shaH''- be compen-
sated at the rate he/woul/d have otherwise! received
had he not been so / / /
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