
 

MGH INSTITUTE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
 

Introduction 
 
The MGH Institute of Health Professions is an interdisciplinary graduate school that prepares 
skilled health care specialists to become leaders in their clinical disciplines of nursing, physical 
therapy, speech-language pathology and clinical investigation.  A faculty of more than 80, most 
of whom are practicing clinicians, accomplishes this mission by: 
 

• Integrating academic and clinical curricula and instruction 
• Expanding and refining the scientific basis for clinical practice through research and 

scholarship 
• Developing innovative educational methods 
• Developing new models of practice to foster provision of effective, affordable and 

ethical health care  
 
The Institute is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and 
authorized by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to grant master’s and bachelor degrees, 
professional degrees, and certificates of advanced study.   
 
Founded by the Massachusetts General Hospital in 1977, the MGH continues as the Institute’s 
parent corporation and remains the primary site for students’ clinical education.  The Institute 
has clinical affiliation agreements at MGH and at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital Network.  
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital Network is the Institute’s primary site for clinical training in a 
non-acute setting.   
 

Key Collaborations 
 
Beyond the primary affiliations at MGH and Spaulding, students practice in more than 800 other 
settings through partnerships with health care providers, public and private school systems, acute 
care and community hospitals, rehabilitation centers, home care and social services agencies, and 
community organizations.  The Graduate Programs in Physical Therapy had more than 200 
placements during the academic year 2000-2001, resulting in over 45,000 clinical hours serving 
a wide variety of clients in an array of settings.  Speech-language pathology students receive 
onsite training in the Institute’s Language and Literacy Clinic at the newly renovated Catherine 
Filene Shouse Building, evaluating more than 90 clients on average per week.  In addition, 
offsite clinical placements for over 150 students result in more than 17,000 clinical hours.   
Nursing students train at over 100 sites with a total of more than 16,000 clinical hours.  Thirteen 
Clinical Investigation students participated in mentored field experiences at over ten sites 
providing more than 2,500 hours in service.  Patients and administrators at each of the sites 
benefit from the care and expertise of the students. 



 

 
 
Community Service Philosophy 
 
Faculty, students, and staff at the Institute are involved in myriad community activities 
throughout the year.  The faculty and students lend their knowledge to numerous efforts in their 
areas of expertise to increase literacy among children and adults, provide health assessments for 
seniors, and extend health education throughout local communities.   The staff participated for 
the seventh year in a gift-wrapping fundraiser at Fanueil Hall over the holiday season, which 
raised $8,000 for the Coalition for the Homeless.    
 

New Neighborhood Community Opportunities 
 
The Institute moved to the Catherine Filene Shouse Building—formerly Building 36—in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard in December of 2001.  While the Institute continues to participate in 
long-standing community activities all over the Boston area, the faculty and students welcome 
the opportunity to contribute to the Institute’s new community of Charlestown. 
 
With the expanded facility in the Shouse Building, the Graduate Program in Communication 
Sciences and Disorders Language and Literacy Clinic strengthens the program’s commitment to 
the convergence of science and practice by involving faculty and students in providing free 
speech, language and reading services to children and adults from the Greater Boston area.  
Faculty and students are able to facilitate assessments for over 90 clients per week.  The Hanson 
Initiative for Language and Literacy (HILL) continues to provide teacher-training programs 
designed to serve as a national model for improving reading and writing skills. 
 

Highlights 
 

• Faculty member Pam Hook helped the Content Advisory Committee for the new Reading 
Specialist Test for the Massachusetts Department of Education.  Hook also completed 
revisions to the BayState Readers Phonics/Spelling Module and wrote the Trainer of 
Trainers Packet (with Isabel Welsley) for the two-day training in April. 

 
• Sharon Weiss-Kapp worked with the Department of Education BayState Readers grant as 

a trainer of trainers for Phonics K-2.   
 

• In Wakefield, students planned and implemented a Senior Health Fair at the grand 
opening of the Wakefield Community Center.  The Fair included health screenings, 
health education, and information on health resources for older adults.   

 
• In Boston, students instructed mothers and children in four Boston area family shelters on 

stress management, child development, asthma management, and nutrition, while also 
assessing and implementing health education.   

 



 

• Students organized an in-service education for the staff at the McGinnis House Respite 
Program, which included identifying and developing resources for effective education of 
patients with low-level literacy.  Low-level literacy has been identified as a barrier to 
effective health education. 

 
• The elderly residents of the Amy Lowell House in Boston’s West End benefited from 

weekly visits by students offering socialization and health education.   
 

• Middle school students at Boston Area Youth Education Center receive attention from 
the students on educating them in health issues and careers in health. 

 
• In Charlestown, students provided community health education programs in the Ferrin 

Street Senior Housing, with a focus on safety and fall prevention, and heart health.  
Seniors also benefit from gait and balance assessments, and suggestions on exercise 
programs. 

 
• In Cambridge, a Senior Activity and Safety Fair at the Community-wide Senior Center 

included gait and balance assessments by students for older adults as a part of the 
Cambridge “March Don’t Fall Campaign.”  Students planned and developed an exercise 
video for older adults in the LBJ elder housing complex in Cambridge.       

 
• For his scholarly project, nursing student Marc Angelini studied a community-based, 

peer-led self-management group intervention for individuals with heart disease in 
Charlestown.  

 

Contact Information 
 
For questions about this report, or for more information about the Institute’s community benefit 
activities, please contact: 

 
Lillian Johnson 

MGH Institute of Health Professions 
Charlestown Navy Yard 

36 First Avenue 
Boston, MA 02129 

617-726-2947 
ljohnson8@mghihp.edu 
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Community Benefits Mission 
 
The MGH Institute of Health Professions is an interdisciplinary graduate school that prepares 
skilled health care specialists to become leaders in their clinical disciplines of nursing, physical 
therapy, speech-language pathology and clinical investigation.  A faculty of more than 80, most 
of who are practicing clinicians, accomplishes this mission by: 

• Integrating academic and clinical curricula and instruction 
• Expanding and refining the scientific basis for clinical practice through research and 

scholarship 
• Developing innovative educational methods 
• Developing new models of practice to foster provision of effective, affordable and ethical 

health care  
 
 
Program Organization and Management 
 
Clinical placements in the community are developed and supervised by clinical coordinators in 
each of the four programs.  Other community efforts are organized by Institute faculty, staff, and 
students. 
 
 
Key Collaborations and Partnerships 
 
Beyond the primary affiliations at MGH and Spaulding, students practice in more than 800 other 
settings through partnerships with health care providers, public and private school systems, acute 
care and community hospitals, rehabilitation centers, home care and social services agencies, and 
community organizations. 
 
 
Community Health Needs Assessment 
 



 

Institute faculty and students address the health care needs of community residents in already 
established programs and settings.  In addition, each semester of work results in new venues for 
providing community health needs assessments as faculty and students research and evaluate 
growing concerns in underserved communities. 
 
 
Community Benefits Plan 
 
Faculty, students, and staff at the Institute are involved in myriad community activities 
throughout the year.  The faculty and students lend their knowledge to numerous efforts in their 
areas of expertise to increase literacy among children and adults, provide health assessments for 
seniors, and extend health education throughout local communities.  These efforts are a key 
component of the education provided by the Institute. 
 
 
Key Accomplishments of Reporting Year 
 

• In Boston, students instructed mothers and children in four Boston area family shelters on 
stress management, child development, asthma management, and nutrition, while also 
assessing and implementing health education.   

• Students organized an in-service education for the staff at the McGinnis House Respite 
Program, which included identifying and developing resources for effective education of 
patients with low-level literacy. 

• The elderly residents of the Amy Lowell House in Boston’s West End benefited from 
weekly visits by students offering socialization and health education.   

• In Charlestown, students provided community health education programs in the Ferrin 
Street Senior Housing, with a focus on safety and fall prevention, and heart health.  

 
 
Plans for Next Reporting Year  
 
The MGH Institute for Health Professions will continue its commitment to educating healthcare 
professionals through community service in the upcoming year. 
 
 
 
 
Contact 
 
Lillian Johnson 
MGH Institute of Health Professions 
Charlestown Navy Yard 
36 First Avenue 
Boston, MA 02129 
617-726-2947 
Email:  ljohnson8@mghihp.edu 



 

 
 
Selected Community Benefits Programs 
 

Program or 
Initiative 

Target  
Population/Objecti

ve 

Partner(s) Hospital Contact 

Senior Activity and 
Safety Fair 

Seniors in 
Cambridge 

LBJ Elder Housing 
Complex 

Lillian Johnson 
ljohnson8@mghihp.
edu 

Community health 
education programs 

Charlestown 
residents 

Ferrin Street Senior 
Housing 

Lillian Johnson 
ljohnson8@mghihp.
edu 

Staff In-service 
education programs 

Patients with low-
level literacy 

McGinnis House 
Respite Program 

Lillian Johnson 
ljohnson8@mghihp.
edu 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 


