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The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 4968) of William Q. MacLean, Jr.,
for legislation to further regulate the dimensions of semi-trailer units,
report recommending that the accompanying bill (House, No. 6191)
ought to pass.

For the committee,

*

No. 6191
%
HOUSE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, June 8, 1977.

JOHN F. COFFEY
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An Act further regulating the dimensions of semi-trailer units.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
therefrom section 19 and by substituting therefore the following
section;
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3
4 Section 19. Dimensions and weights of motor vehicles, trucks

and trailers.5
No motor vehicle or trailer, the outside width of which is more

than ninety-six inches or the extreme overall length of which is
more than thirty-three feet or, in the case of a truck, thirty-five feet,
or in the cases of a motor bus, forty feet, shall be operated on any
way without a special permit so to operate from the board or
officer having charge of such way or, in case of a state highway or a
way determined by the department of public works to be a through
route, from said department; provided, that such width may be
exceeded by the lateral projection of pneumatic tires beyond the
rims of the wheels for such distance on either side of the vehicle or
trailer as will not increase its outside width above one hundred two
inches; provided, that such width may be further exceeded by the
lateral projection of mirrors or other devices on semi-trailer units,
truck trailer combinations, tractors, commercial vehicles having a
registered gross weight in excess of ten thousand pounds, a bus or
a school bus, so long as such mirrors or other devices will not
increase the outside width of such vehicles above one hundredand
six inches and provided such mirrors or other devices are so
mounted as not to constitute a hazard to pedestrians on or adjacent
to any public way; and provided, further, that the extreme overall
length of a semi-trailer unit, wherever used, may exceed thirty-three
feet but not sixty feet. Furthermore, no passenger motor vehicle
shall be operated on any way if such vehicle has the side wall or
thread of any tire projecting outward beyond the outer portion of
the fender or side body panel, unless such vehicle is equipped with
four-wheel drive or is otherwise modified and intended for off-the-
wav use. No vehicle shall exceed a height of thirteen feet six inches.
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33 except that a special permit may be issued by the board or officer
34 having charge of the ways for the operation of a vehicle of a height
35 in excess of this limitation. The aforesaid dimensions of width,
36 length and height shall be inclusive of the load and load-holdiing
37 devices. No motor vehicle registered under the provisions of this
38 chapter which has a total height exceeding ten feet, excluding the
39 height of any load thereon shall be operated on any way unless
40 such total height is painted or printed in letters and numerals at

%41 least four inches high in a conspicuous place upon the side or front
42 of such vehicle. The foregoing limitations on length shall not apply
43 to any vehicle or combination of vehicles being towed because of
44 disablement or emergency. Except as provided in this section, no
45 trailer which with its load weighs more thanfive thousand pounds,
45 other than a semi-trailer, a heavy duty platform trailer, a cable-reel
47 trailer, a house trailer, or a trailer which is an apparatus or other
48 object on wheels not used to transport other things for delivery,
49 shall be operated or drawn on any way without a permit so to
50 operate from the board or officer having charge of such way or, in
51 case of a state highway or a way determined by the department of
52 public works to be a through route, from said department. Any
53 motor vehicle, trailer or other vehicle which carries a crane, or
54 boom whether or not permanently or temporarily attached to said
55 vehicle or trailer shall, if said crane or boom extends more than
55 four feet beyond the bed or body of such vehicle or trailer, display
57 at the extreme rear end of such crane or boom a red light or red flag
5g or cloth in the manner provided in section seven; provided,
59 however, that if such crane or boom extends more than fifteen feet
5q beyond the bed or body of such vehicle or trailer, such vehicle or
51 trailer shall not be operated or drawn on any way unless another
52 vehicle follows immediately behind the projecting extremity of
53 such crane or boom for the purpose of protecting other vehicles
54 approaching from the rear. A trailer which with its load weighs not

5 more than six thousand pounds may be operated or drawn upon
any way, if such trailer is used exclusively for agricultural

57 purposes, but this provision shall not prevent any trailer, if used

53 exclusively for such purposes, from being operated without
59 registration upon any way in the manner provided in section nine.

A trailer which with its load weighs more than three thousand
pounds may be operated or drawn upon any way for a distance not

-p exceeding three hundred yards, if such trailer is used for industrial
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73 purposes other than agricultural purposes, for the purpose of
74 going from property owned or occupied by the owner of such
75 trailer to other property so owned or occupied. No motor vehicle
76 shall be operated on any way to draw more than one trailer or other
77 vehicle without a permit so to operate from the department of
78 public works.
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