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To the HonorableSenate and House ofRepresentatives:
In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the

Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 957, entitled, “An Act Further Regulating the Sale, Possession or
Carrying of Air Guns, BB Guns and Pellet Guns.”

S. 957 rewrites the firearms laws of the commonwealth as they
pertain to the sale, possession and use of air guns, BB guns or pellet
guns. The overall effect of this bill is to remove these weapons from
many of the controls that apply to firearms generally, and particularly
those that restrict the sale of such weapons to minors. S. 957 also
deletes the unlawful possession of air guns, BB guns and pellet guns
from the mandatory minimum sentence provisions of the current law
unless such weapon is used in the commission of a felony.

While I understand the need for some changes in the firearms laws as
they apply to BB guns and similar weapons, I believe the changes
proposed in S. 957 go much too far toward removing all controls on
these weapons. The deletion of these weapons from the mandatory
minimum sentencing provisions when they are not used in the
commission of a felony does not seem to be unreasonable because they
do not pose the same threat as other types of guns. But these are still
dangerous weapons, particularly in the hands of untrained minors, and
I see no reason to remove many of the safeguards that were inserted in
the firearms laws as recently as 1971, especially those that restrict the
sale to and possession by minors of these guns. The Commissioner of
Public Safety has called to my attention an advertisement for a BB-
firing submachine gun which can fire over 3000 BB’s per minute for a
distance up to 120 yards. This gun falls within the definition of a BB
gun or pellet gun under this bill. The commercial name for this weapon
is the “Annihilator”, and its suggested retail price is $32.50. I cannot
believe that this Legislature intends to allow 15-yearolds virtually free
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access to this kind of weapon, but that is what S. 957 would do.
Both the Secretary and the Commissioner of Public Safety, who

have the responsibility of enforcing the commonwealth’s firearms laws
on the state level, are firmly opposed to the passage of S. 957 in its
present form, and I share their feelings. I am not about to sign any bill
into law that would make their duties in this field, and those of local
law enforcement personnel, more difficult to carry out. In addition, the
Massachusetts Society of Eye Physicians and Surgeons advised me
that “we are certain that this proposed legislation will result in a
precipitous rise in the number of serious eye injuries, many causing
blindness, particularly in children.” Given all these facts, the signing
into law of S. 957 would be highly irresponsible.

I therefore recommend that S. 957 be amended by striking out
SECTIONS 1,2, 3,5,6,7, and 8, and by striking out in SECTION 4 the
words “any air gun, BB gun, pellet gun, or similar weapon as described
in section one hundred and twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
forty,” and inserting in place thereof the words: any single-shot air
gun, BB gun, pellet gun, or similar weapon, as defined by regulation by
the commissioner of public safety, in all cases having a barrel length of
not less than sixteen inches

MICHAELS. DUKAKIS

Governor


