
HOUSE No. 6402
[Filed by Mr. Colo of Athol. August 8.]

Ordered, That the Ethics Committee of the House of Represent-
atives investigate forthwith the violent injustice done to the principles
of orderly legislative process by the abuses of the Majority Whip,
Representative George Keverian of Everett, acting as Speaker and the
presiding officer, when on the early morning of July 3, 1977, he did
willfully, with premeditation deprived members of the House of their
right to speak as duly elected Representatives of the people of their
respective districts by refusing to recognize any members as they stood
in their places in accordance with the orderly rules of the House,
calling to be recognized so that they might speak.

The Ethics Committee shall direct it’s investigation towards
Representative Keverian’s violent abuse of the Rules in depriving
members of their right to speak and thereby degrading not only the
basic and historic legislative tradition offree speech, but degrading the
members themselves.

By his violation of the Rules of proper conduct of the House,
Representative Keverian as the Majority Whip and acting as the
presiding Speaker, did order to a roll call the question ofacceptance of
the report of the Committee of Conference on the state budget while
members were properly standing, calling to be recognized so that they
might speak. They were not allowed to speak. Thereby the report ofthe
Committee on Conference was unlawfully and unethically accepted.

Representative Keverian did then state that on motion of a member
the following order be adopted “that when the House adjourn today
‘July 3’ it adjourn to meet forthwith for a second legislative day,” so
that he might take up immediately the question of reconsideration
which would normally have required that it be done on the next sitting.

Again in utter disregard of the Rules of this House he refused to
recognize members who were standing in their places calling to speak
as was their right under the Rules. The order was therefore unlawfully
and unethically adopted.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Seven.
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Representative Keverian did then move that the House adjourn and
again refused to recognize members standing and calling to be
recognized so that the motion to adjourn could be roll called. The
motion to adjourn was therefore unlawfully and unethically adopted.

The Ethics Committee shall report forthwith but not later than
August 17, 1977.


