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jc Commontocaltf) of MaiSacbu&ttti<S\
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS
October 21, 1977

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of
the Amendments to the Constitution, I an returning, herewith.
House Bill No. 6183, entitled, "An Act Authorizing Emergency
Court the Custody of a Child."

H.6183 amends the laws governing the care and protection
of neglected : or abused children by inserting procedures for
the granting ’of temporary orders transferring the custody of
a child upon a finding of serious abuse or neglect necessitating
the immediate transfer of such child. This bill generally
codifies the-ipresent practices of most courts hearing such
proceedings, and I hope to eventually sign it into law. But I
believe that the language governing the extent and duration of
these the timing and notice of the subsequent hearing
on the merits- and the burden of proof at such hearing, should
be clarified to avoid any ambiguities that would interfere with
the expeditions and evenhanded disposition of these cases.

I therefore recommend that H.6183 be amended by striking out
the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
sentences

Said transfer of custody shall be for a period not exceeding
seventy-two hours. Upon the entry of the order a data for a
hearing on the extension of the order shall be set, which date
shall fall within the seventy-two hour period. Written notice
of the issuance of the emergency order and the reasons therefor;
the hearing date and time; the right of the defendant to be
represented by counsel, and to have counsel appointed where
available if the defendant is indigent shall be given to the
parent or guardian with care amf custody of the child and such
other person if any as had custody at the time of the entry of
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