
HOUSE No. 1342
By Mr. Finegold of Andover, petition of Barry R. Finegold and

other members of the General Court relative to the accreditation of
law schools. Education, Arts and Humanities.

In Ihe Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act relative to the accreditation of law schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1 . The General Laws are hereby amended by
2 inserting after chapter 75D the following chapter:—

4 LAW SCHOOL ACCREDITATION.
5 Section 1. As used in this chapter the following words shall,
6 unless the context otherwise requires, have the following
7 meanings:—
8 “Law school accrediting agency” or “LSAA”, an organization
9 that accredits or grants membership to law schools; provided,

10 however, that LSAA shall not include organizations that accredit,
11 or whose membership includes, colleges and universities as well
12 as law schools.
13 “Beta”, the percentage of a law school’s graduates who on their
14 first attempt pass the bar examination in the state where the law
15 school is located, as compared to the overall percentage of the
16 persons who passed such bar examination in that state on their
17 first attempt.
18 “First time takers”, persons who are making their first attempt
19 to pass the state’s bar examination.

1 SECTION 2. (a) It shall be unlawful for an LSAA to deny, or to
2 continue a previous denial of, accreditation or membership to any
3 Massachusetts law school (i) whose beta exceeds the betas ot any
4 other five law schools that are provisionally or finally accredited
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5 by the LSAA or have been given provisional or final membership
6 by the LSAA, or (ii) whose beta is within five points of the betas
7 of any other five law schools that are provisionally or finally
8 accredited by the LSAA or have been given provisional or final
9 membership by the LSAA. For purposes of the comparison of

10 betas herein, the state or states in which the other law schools are
11 located and obtained their betas shall not be relevant.
12 (b) A law school’s beta shall be compared to the betas of other
13 law schools as follows; (i) comparison of betas on the most recent
14 bar examination; (ii) comparison of individual schools’ average
15 betas on the last ten bar examinations; and (iii) comparison of
16 individual schools’ average betas on the last 15 bar examinations.
17 A law school shall be accredited if, by employing any of the
18 methods of comparison set forth herein, either of the criteria set
19 forth in subsection (a) is met.

1 SECTION 3. The attorney general may bring a civil action in
2 the name of the commonwealth to recover a civil penalty of
3 $50,000 for any violation of the provisions of section 2.
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