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About the Guide
This Guide contains a summary of the 
laws and regulations in place as of 
September 1, 2010. Any changes in law or 
regulation enacted after September 1 are 
publicized through releases to the news 
media, town clerk's offices, all license 
sales outlets, and on our website. These 
are not the complete laws and regulations. 
Laws and regulations (MGL Ch. 131 and 
321 CMR) are subject to change. 

Hunting, fishing, sporting, and trapping 
licenses must be carried on your person 
and shown on demand to any officer 
empowered to enforce these laws, and 
to landowners or lessees while on their 
property. A hunting, fishing or trapping 
license is not permission to trespass or 
intrude on private land, posted or not. 
Remember, your privilege to enter on 
private land is a courtesy extended to 
you by the owner. Practice courtesy and 
leave a good impression if you want to 
continue hunting, fishing or trapping.

License sales outlets may sell a hunting 
or sporting license only after seeing proof 
of a previous hunting license from any 
state or province, or year, or a certificate 
of completion of a Basic Hunter Educa-
tion course from any state or province. 
Minors, see page 8.
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NEW FOR 2011:
•	All	anglers	16	years	or	older,	
fishing	in	salt	water	must	have	a	
Massachusetts	Saltwater	Fishing	
Permit	that	will	be	available	
on-line,	by	mail,	and	in	person	
at	Division	of	Marine	Fisheries	
offices	in	Gloucester,	Boston,	
and	New	Bedford.	See	page	10.

•	Bobcat	harvest	quota	has	
been	removed.	All	bobcats	
taken	must	be	tagged	within	4	
working	days	of	the	end	of	the	
season.

•	New	ATV	regulations;	see	page	
30.

COMING IN 2012:
•	 Lead	fishing	sinkers	and	jigs	
less	than	1	ounce	will	be	
prohibited	in	all	inland	waters	
of	the	Commonwealth	effective	
January	1,	2012.
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Please call us at (413) 884-1001 to inquire 
about advertising in this publication.

J.F. Griffin Publishing, LLC is proud to print 
the official Massachusetts Guide to 
Hunting, Fishing and Trapping on recycled 
content paper.

HAVE A QUESTION? VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.mass.gov/masswildlife, or 
e-mail us at mass.wildlife@state.ma.us

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & 
Wildlife is an agency of the Massachusetts 
Department of Fish & Game.

ON THE COVER
This Massachusetts buck in velvet was 
photographed in the Connecticut Valley 
District in July, near the end of its annual 
antler development. (Photo by Bill Byrne)

Most photographs contained in this Guide 
were taken by MassWildlife staff.
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From the Director
Every year at this time I think about what we have done to 
enhance wildlife management and customer service to the 
sportsmen and women of Massachusetts. Last year we intro-
duced the new format Guide. Since then many of you have 
weighed in to express strong positive reviews. We are glad 
you like the new Guide and we are continuing to improve it.

This has been a good year for the Massachusetts Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife. Although we are small, our staff 
continues to produce exceptional results in many ways.

Last year DFW land agents, working with the Department 
of Fish and Game, secured 6,164 acres of land for wildlife 
at a cost of $10.49M. Fully 50% of that land was protected 
at no cost to the Commonwealth! This brings the acreage 
we have conserved for wildlife to just over 187,000 acres or 
about 292 square miles.

Our District offices manage immense tracts of land with only 
eight staffers—including both a District Supervisor and a 
receptionist. District staff also release some 40,000 pheasants 
each year—more than all other New England states combined. 
An additional 3,500 quail are released into appropriate habitat 
in the southeast part of the state.

Increasing numbers of hunters are finding that they no longer 
need to travel to other states to find prime hunting—it has come 
to them. Similarly, anglers report that Massachusetts’ lakes 
and rivers offer some of the finest fishing in New England. 

We have four trout hatcheries that raise 450,000 lbs. of trout 
each year, releasing 400,000 lbs. each spring and another 
50,000 lbs. in fall. The Division’s fifth hatchery, dedicated 
to rearing salmon, raised 995,515 Atlantic salmon fry which 
were released as part of the salmon restoration program.

Two new educational programs introduce youngsters to field 
sports. “Archery in the Schools” is now available in ten pilot 
schools across the state. Here students learn to focus their 
attention by “staying on target” both literally and figura-
tively—learning to concentrate while learning archery skills. 
A new youth turkey hunting program operates through 
cooperating sportsmen’s clubs that join with the DFW to 
offer training to young hunters in turkey hunting skills and 
safety in preparation for a mentored turkey hunt (see page 38).

All of this is good, but we constantly seek new ways to pro-
vide you, the sportsmen and women of the Commonwealth, 
with more opportunities and with better customer service.

At this point we are working toward development of a new 
and integrated licensing and database system. Most states 
have “gone electronic” in their licensing process. Before long, 
Massachusetts will do so as well.

Imagine a system where not only can you purchase a license, 
stamps, and permits at any time of the day or night—you can 

report harvest information (check in your game) by logging 
in and loading the information into a database. Then you 
would immediately receive a confirmation number which is 
the equivalent of having a seal or tag. The license and as-
sociated permits would have a space where you would write 
in that confirmation. This will serve as confirmation that 
you have filled the permit and reported the harvest.

Once operational, this system will translate into convenience 
for hunters and a complete and up-to-date database for biolo-
gists which is critical for sound management. As you log in 
your harvest, the information goes directly into a biological 
database. Hours that are now spent distributing and collect-
ing licenses, or on manual data entry, will be available for 
habitat projects, hatchery operations, and more. This will be a 
major improvement in efficiency and service. Keep an eye on 
our website where we will keep you posted on our progress!

A challenging economy affects us all and requires state agen-
cies to exercise fiscal restraint, but there are no constraints 
on creativity and innovation. Creative planning on the part 
of our staff will allow the DFW to maintain its level of ser-
vices while adding to customer conveniences. As always it is 
our goal to make the most efficient possible use of the funds 
you provide to the Division though your purchase of licenses, 
stamps, permits, and through your donations. 

Wayne F. MacCallum, Director
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Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
All DFW lands and facilities are open to the general public without regard to race, color, creed, sex, handicap, or age.
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•	Andrew Madden, District Supervisor

CONNECTICUT VALLEY WILDLIFE DISTRICT
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•	Ralph Taylor, District Supervisor
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90 East Street, Belchertown 01007, (413) 323-7671

•	Jim Hahn, Supervisor
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211 Temple Street, West Boylston 01583, (508) 835-3607

•	Bill Davis, District Supervisor

FIELD HEADQUARTERS
1 Rabbit Hill Rd., Westborough 01581, (508) 389-6300

•	 Dr. Robert D. Deblinger, Deputy Director, Field Operations
•	Dr. Thomas W. French, Asst. Director,  

Natural Heritage & Endangered Species
•	Ellie Horwitz, Chief, Information and Education
•	Thomas K. O’Shea, Asst. Director, Wildlife
•	Dr. Ken Simmons, Chief Fish Culturist
•	Dr. Mark Tisa, Asst. Director, Fisheries

NORTHEAST WILDLIFE DISTRICT
85 Fitchburg Road, Ayer 01432, (978) 772-2145

•	Patricia Huckery, District Supervisor

BOSTON OFFICE
251 Causeway Street, Ste. 400, Boston 02114, (617) 626-1590

•	Wayne F. MacCallum, Director
•	Jack Buckley, Deputy Director, Admin.
•	Jessica Patalano, Chief Financial Officer
•	 Craig MacDonnell, Chief of Wildlife Lands
•	Mary Griffin, Commissioner, (617) 626-1550

HUNTER EDUCATION PROGRAM
51 Groton-Shirley Road, Ayer 01432, (978) 772-0693

•	Susan Langlois, Administrator

SOUTHEAST WILDLIFE DISTRICT
195 Bournedale Road, Buzzards Bay 02532, (508) 759-3406

•	Jason Zimmer, District Supervisor

VISIT US AT
www.mass.gov/masswildlife

QUESTIONS?
Contact us at mass.wildlife@state.ma.us
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WILDLIFE LANDS	
The	acquisition	of	key	parcels	of	wildlife	habitat	is	an	
important	part	of	the	Department	of	Fish	&	Game's	
and	the	DFW’s	management	programs.	Wildlife	is	a	
product	of	the	land	and	without	good	habitat	wildlife	
populations	cannot	exist.	Last	year,	land	agents	
secured	just	over	6,000	acres	of	open	space,	bringing	
the	total	of	lands	owned	by	the	Commonwealth	and	
managed	for	wildlife	and	for	recreation	by	the	DFW	to	
187,141.6	acres.

These	lands	are	broken	out	as	follows:

DIVISION OF FISHERIES & WILDLIFE LANDS 
TOTAL ACREAGE BY AREA TYPE (through 2010)

AREA TYPE # OF AREAS ACRES

Wildlife Management Areas 139 130,800.8

Wildlife Sanctuaries 13 1,197.0

Fish Hatcheries 5 534.3

Game Farms 3 382.1

River Access 35 3,019.1

Salt Marsh 7 774.7

Lake, Pond & Coastal Access 27 295.6

Fisheries & Wildlife Areas 6 515.0

Natural Heritage Areas 33 2,728.5

Conservation Restrictions/Easements 
(Some acreage included in WMAs)

53 31,247.6

Mass. Military Reservation 1 15,000.0

Other  646.9

GRAND TOTAL — 187,141.6

THE 2011 HUNTING, FISHING & TRAPPING 
GUIDE IS NOW AVAILABLE ON-LINE IN 
VARIOUS VERSIONS
You can find them (or links to them) on the DFW website at:
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/regulations/abstracts/abstracts.htm

Or you can reach three of them directly as follows:

DIGITAL EDITION: This is the complete Guide in color with ads laid 
out like a book that allows you to flip the pages with a click of the 
mouse. To view this you must have Adobe Flash Player, available as 
a free download. This will come up when you access the document. 
See this version of the Guide at: 
http://www.eRegulations.com/MA

ENLARGED PRINT (11x17) GUIDE: For those who prefer a large print 
version of the Guide, this version is it. It can be viewed on the 
screen or printed out on 11 x 17 paper. At 13.6 MB, this version 
takes a while to download so be patient. See this version of the 
Guide at:
http://www.eRegulations.com/MA/2011enlarged.pdf

POCKET REFERENCE OF KEY DATES AND INFORMATION: This is 
a handy reference document (968 KB) which provides season 
dates for hunting, fishing and trapping, a list of weights of the 
freshwater sportfishing awards, a sunrise and sunset table and 
some reminders about species that must be tagged. See this 
document at: 
http://www.eRegulations.com/MA/2011pocket.pdf

ADA COMPLIANT VERSION: This is a stripped down version of the 
Guide, 1.5 MB, which contains the information without ads or 
pictures and can be used by individuals using special readers. 
It is available as a .pdf on MassWildlife's website only—see the 
DFW link above.

Please make use of any and all of these versions and feel free to 
forward the links to any interested friends and colleagues. Happy 
Hunting and Fishing Ahead!
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Hunting Access  
in Massachusetts
By Tom O’Shea | Assistant Director for Wildlife

Hunters are in decline, both in numbers and as a percentage of our 
population. Between 1958 and 2008, the number of resident hunters 
in Massachusetts declined by 49%—from 124,849 to 63,667. This 
trend should be of concern to everyone because, in addition to the 
many cultural and health benefits of hunting, hunters are a crucial 
tool that wildlife biologists and the public rely on to manage certain 
game populations, support wildlife research, and contribute to land 
protection and other natural resource conservation programs. 

According to a nationwide survey conducted in 2008, the top three 
reasons why people discontinue hunting are: 1) aging and associated 
physical limitations, 2) time constraints because of work and family 
obligations, and, 3) lack of access for hunting. Of these, “lack of ac-
cess” is the only one that fish and wildlife agencies, conservation and 
sporting organizations, communities, and landowners can realistically 
expect to influence in any significant way.

In Massachusetts, the country’s third most densely populated state, 
it is not surprising that the urbanization of the landscape presents a 
barrier to access. Urbanization erects both physical and psychological 
barricades between people and undeveloped lands. This can gradually 
separate and isolate people from participating in traditional outdoor 
activities like fishing and hunting, and even more insidiously, prevent 
them from developing a healthy relationship with nature and acquiring 
a realistic understanding of its workings. Young people in particular 
are now largely separated from the natural world and spending less 
time outdoors than any previous generation.

But are hunters separated from access in Massachusetts? What bar-
riers to hunting do they encounter on our landscape? To answer these 
questions, we need to look at three major barriers to hunting access 
in the Commonwealth: 1) discharge setbacks around developed areas, 
2) private lands posted against hunting, and 3) city/town restrictions 
(local bylaws/ordinances) on hunting practices.

Discharge Setbacks and Sprawl
Using modern geographic tools we see that 60%—roughly 3.1 million 
acres—of Massachusetts falls within a discharge setback or “safety 
zone.” A discharge setback, as illustrated in Figure 1, is an area defined 
by state law which prohibits the discharge of any firearm or release 
of any arrow across or within 150 feet of a “hard-surfaced highway” 
or the possession of a loaded firearm or hunting “by any means on 
the land of another within 500 feet of a dwelling in use, except as 
authorized by the owner or occupant thereof.” This statute has been 
around for over 50 years to provide a “safety zone” for the public, 
landowners, and hunters alike.

While discharge setbacks around roads and houses are important 
for public safety, the loss of hunting access that setbacks create is ex-
acerbated by sprawl and rapid development of the landscape. Figure 
2 shows a small part of Middlesex County (shown in red) currently 
encompassed by discharge setbacks. Communities with 25% or more 
forest cover, coupled with a large percentage of land area closed by 
discharge setback or municipal restrictions on shooting or hunting, 
frequently experience impacts from higher deer densities. Typically, 
these impacts include a higher incidence of vehicle collisions with deer, 
damage to landscaping and agricultural crops, and Lyme disease. Such 
communities frequently ask the DFW for assistance in finding ways 
to deal with their concerns.

While it is possible for landowners to permit hunters to hunt within 
the setback, it is typically difficult for hunters to gain access when 
permission is required from multiple abutting landowners. As a re-
sult, many hunters take their sport—and their ability to reduce deer 

numbers—elsewhere. However, when town residents, hunters, and our 
staff work cooperatively to find ways to reduce deer densities, success 
can generally be achieved within just a few years. 

Posting of Private Land
A hunting license affords an individual the privilege to hunt wild 
game regardless of whether or not he or she is a landowner. Wildlife in 
America is the sovereign property of the government, held in trust as 
a public resource for the enjoyment of all. The New England colonies 
were the first to create laws to provide physical access to this “common” 
resource. They allowed the public the right to access private land for 
the purposes of hunting, trapping, and fishing.

This legal tradition later resulted in the development of “posting 
statutes” within states which sought to provide public access to wildlife 
resources while balancing the private property rights of landowners. 
As the colonial agrarian landscape of Massachusetts began to change, 
posted land probably increased with the growing population associated 
with industrialization. A study in 1956 indicated that 20% of all private 
landowners in the Commonwealth posted their land at that time. A 2004 
survey estimated that about 477,000 acres (29%) of privately owned 
woodlands were posted by their owners in Massachusetts. There are 
likely thousands of additional acres posted by other types of landown-
ers including certain land trusts and other non-profit organizations. 

Research on why landowners post their land has yielded conflicting 
results, but a few reasons consistently float to the top: 1) fear of property 
damage, 2) concern for liability, 3) negative interactions with hunt-
ers, and, 4) exclusive hunting use (hunters wishing to exclude other 
hunters). Hunters can have a genuine, positive influence in changing 
landowner attitudes and gaining access, however. The author of the 
1956 study noted that “59% of landowners who post their land will 
allow hunters if permission is asked.” That finding still rings true in 
landowner surveys conducted today and indicates that hunters who 
ask for permission to hunt will often be rewarded. A hunter can go a 
long way toward gaining access from a landowner by showing respect 
and developing a friendly relationship. There are any number of ways 
to do this including politely asking for permission from landowners, 
educating them about the safety and benefits of hunting, learning 
what is important to them, helping them with property stewardship, 
and informing them about your own experiences, ethics, and safety. 
The future of hunting access is dependent on hunter conduct and the 
relationships hunters build with private landowners.

Some landowners post their land because they are concerned about 
the risk of liability. In Massachusetts, however, there is a statute (Chapter 
21, Section 17C) that protects landowners from liability for “personal 
injuries or property damage” when they permit the public to use their 
land for “recreational, conservation, scientific, educational, environmental, 
ecological, research, religious, or charitable purposes without imposing 
a charge or fee…” Landowners are protected by this statute unless they 
charge a fee for access to their land. The “fee” aspect of this law may help 
discourage the proliferation of hunting leases that preclude public access 
for all in favor of the highest bidder. Exclusive leasing is anathema to 

“common use” of a public resource and runs counter to outdoor cultural 
tradition in New England.

City / Town Restrictions
Not a year goes by without a town or city in Massachusetts considering 
the question of hunting access on town lands. Conservation commis-
sions and other municipal officials are often faced with questions over 
whether a town or city should open or close its municipal lands to 
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hunting. What types of hunting should be allowed and under what 
conditions? What can be done about managing the deer population? 
Is a bylaw necessary? DFW staff is available to provide technical as-
sistance and guidance when such issues arise.

It is understandable that communities tend to look at such issues—
and the consequences of whatever decisions they make—as solely 
their own, but the results of each city or town’s decisions if lands are 
closed to hunting can accumulate to significant regional and statewide 
losses of access. As of 2003, at least 161 cities and towns—or 45% of 
all municipalities in the Commonwealth—have restricted hunting 
access in some way (Figure 3). In comparison, only about 12% of 
municipalities restricted hunting access in 1956.

Behind many of these restrictions are the same reasons that private 
land is posted. Like landowners, communities are often unaware that 
the discharge setback already encompasses much of their land area and 
has worked to protect landowners, hunters, and the public. They may 
not know that Massachusetts has an excellent record of hunter safety 
and requires all first time hunters to attend and pass a comprehensive 
hunter education program. Cities and towns will undoubtedly continue 
to grapple with the issue of hunting access. Hunters are reminded that 
they can play an important role not only in the discussion of the public 
benefits of hunting access, but also in bringing facts and evidence to 
bear in the local decision-making process. 

While maintaining and even increasing hunter access to state and 
municipal lands is important, access to private land will always be a 
crucial factor in responsible deer management. The deer herd does 
not restrict its range to public lands open to hunting, so in order to 
manage the herd, we cannot restrict hunters to public lands. With 56% 
of the statewide deer harvest now taken on private land, if all private 
land in the state were closed to hunting, the deer harvest would be 
reduced by more than half and local deer populations would quickly 
grow out of control. 

What Will the Future Look Like?
According to Mass Audubon’s Losing Ground IV report, the rate of 
development in Massachusetts between 1995 and 2005 was 22 acres 
per day. If this rate continues over the next 50 years, what will this 
mean for the loss of hunting access? First, consider that a 22-acre 
development in a forest, without overlap of any existing setbacks, can 
remove at least 54 acres through the discharge setback. Next, assume 
that future development of 22 acres per day removes only one-half of 
that, or 27 acres. At this rate, there would be a loss of nearly 500,000 
acres in discharge setback over the next 50 years, plus another 400,000 
acres in actual direct loss from development. Is a loss of one million 
acres over the next 50 years unreasonable?

If the estimates are correct, over 75% of the state would fall within 
discharge setback! Add in closures of private land, conservation orga-
nizations, land trusts, and town lands, and the majority of hunting 
access in the future may likely rest squarely on state public land, most 
of which is located in western and parts of central Massachusetts. Sure, 
50 years is a long time and the loss of hunting access is gradual. It is 
so gradual that we can forget that we are losing it. Although public 
land acquisition has been valuable for ensuring hunter access, land 
acquisition alone may not be enough.

Non-commercial, private forest landowners control about 76% of 
all forestland in the state. These landowners, along with communities, 
will be part of any long-term solution for providing hunting access and 
the public benefits hunting and wildlife management sustain. From 
this perspective, hunters and other conservation and environmental 
advocates have a shared interest in protecting these lands from develop-
ment. The older you get, the faster time seems to slip away. Fifty years 
will be here in no time. If you think hunting is an important tradition 
to pass on to your children here in Massachusetts, don’t forget: they 
will need a place to hunt…

Tom O’Shea is Assistant Director of Wildlife for the MDFW and a licensed 
Massachusetts forester. He oversees the Wildlife Section which is responsible 
for research and management of the state’s game and furbearer species, as 
well as the agency’s forestry and upland habitat management programs. 
The original and much more detailed version of this article first appeared 
in Massachusetts Wildlife magazine, issue No. 4, 2009.

72011 MA Division of Fisheries & Wildlife



Licenses
HUNTING, FRESHWATER FISHING  
& TRAPPING LICENSES 
Licenses are valid from January 1 through December 31 
(except for limited term licenses). Licenses are issued by 
many city and town clerks, all DFW offices and other selected 
outlets. Licenses, stamps and permits may also be purchased 
on-line at www.mass.gov/masswildlife.

LICENSES ARE REQUIRED for all persons 15 years of age and 
over for hunting any bird or mammal; and/or for fishing 
the inland waters of Massachusetts. No freshwater (inland) 
fishing license is required on the Merrimack River seaward 
of the first upstream bridge (northbound traffic) of Route 495 
in Haverhill.

A trapping license is required for persons 12 years and over.
Licenses must be shown on demand to any officer em-

powered to enforce these laws, and to landowners or lessees 
while on their property. Face of license must not be obscured. 

NOTE: No adult may buy a hunting or sporting license un-
less (s)he shows the issuing agent any previous hunting or 
sporting license (from any state or province, any year) or a 
certificate of completion of a Basic Hunter Education Course 
issued by any state or province.

MINORS 15–17 years of age must be licensed and have required 
stamps and permits to hunt any bird or mammal. To obtain 
a hunting or sporting license a minor must have a letter of 
consent from a parent or guardian, and either a Basic Hunter 
Education Certificate or a letter signed by a parent affirming 
that the minor will be accompanied by a person 18 years 
of age or older. Minors must carry their Hunter Education 
Certificate while hunting. 

Minors between 12 and 14 inclusive may hunt when ac-
companied by a duly licensed adult, provided that a single 
bag limit shall be observed and only one firearm/bow is 
possessed by the two. Only one minor per adult is permitted. 
No Firearms Identification (FID) card is needed by the minor.

Minors 12–17 may obtain a trapping license. To obtain a 
trapping license a minor must have a letter of consent from 
a parent or guardian. To trap on the land of another, a minor 
must also have a trap registration number.

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT: To obtain a resident license, applicant 
must reside in Massachusetts for six consecutive months 
immediately prior to purchase.

NONRESIDENTS: A valid Massachusetts non-resident license 
(hunting, fishing and trapping) is required of non-residents. 
A big game license (license Class H5) is required to hunt 
deer, bear and wild turkey. For more information, see page 21.

TRAP REGISTRATION NUMBERS may be obtained from the Permit 
Section, Boston Office (617) 626-1575 after completing a 
Trapper Education course.

FURBUYER LICENSES
A furbuyer is any person who buys or sells raw furs. A valid 
Massachusetts furbuyer license is required for any person 
who is receiving, buying, or bartering the raw pelts of wild 
animals. This includes persons handling green pelts (pelts 
which have not been dried or tanned) or raw pelts (pelts, in-
cluding green pelts, which have been dried, fleshed or cured). 
A permit is not required if a skin or skins are purchased from a 
licensed furbuyer, hunter or trapper for the personal use of the  
purchaser and not for sale.

Licenses are valid from January 1 to December 31. Furbuyers 
receive a reporting book in which they must record transac-
tions of pelts received as they occur. Log books must be open 
to inspection by Environmental Police Officers (EPOs) or any 
agents of the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (DFW) at any 
reasonable time.

Furbuyer annual report forms from record books must be 
initialed by an EPO and submitted yearly to the Division 
no later than April 1.

Applications for furbuyer licenses, or a listing of current 
furbuyers can be obtained by calling (617) 626-1575, or by 
writing the Boston office of the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife.

PERMITS
SPECIAL LICENSES OR PERMITS are necessary for possession or 
release of certain fish, baitfish, wildlife and for fur dealers, 
propagators, wildlife rehabilitators, taxidermists, and/or 
fur buyers. Apply to the DFW Boston office, Permit Section 
(617) 626-1575. Contact Field Headquarters in Westborough 
(508) 389-6300 about permits for crossbows, falconry, problem 
animal control, or shooting preserves.

AGRICULTURAL LANDOWNERS: If you own or lease land that is 
principally used for agriculture and you are domiciled on 
said land, then you do not need a basic hunting, fishing or 
trapping license to hunt, fish or trap on that land. Permits 
and stamps are still required.

ANTLERLESS DEER PERMIT is required to take antlerless deer 
during shotgun, archery, and muzzleloader seasons statewide. 
The application for this permit is on the hunting/sporting 
license. Online license buyers may apply for these permits 
online. DO NOT send fee with application. Selection is by 
random drawing. Applications must be submitted by July 16. 
Successful applicants will be notified and assessed a $5.00 
fee. Additional permits, if available after drawing, will be 
issued until the overall quota for each zone is reached. Check 
website for details. Applicants must have original hunting 
license and $5.00 fee for each permit requested. Permits for 
Zones 13 and 14 may also be requested by mail from the 
Westborough office or at check stations on each island.
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Licenses
BEAR PERMIT: Application is on the duplicate slip of hunting/
sporting license. The $5.00 fee must accompany each 
completed application. Online license buyers may apply for 
this permit online. Submit application by July 16 to ensure 
timely processing.

TURKEY PERMIT: Application is on the duplicate slip of hunting /
sporting license. Online license buyers may apply for these 
permits online. Apply by March 15 for spring season; 
September 15 for fall season to ensure entry in the permit 
system. The $5.00 fee must accompany the application. One 
fee covers both seasons. 

HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (H.I.P.): Woodcock, rail, coot, 
snipe, and waterfowl hunters must have a current Massachu-
setts Harvest Information Program (H.I.P.) number. Hunter 
must purchase a hunting/sporting license prior to requesting 
an HIP number. The Harvest Information Program provides 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service with migratory game bird 
harvest estimates for ducks, geese, and other migratory game 
birds. Hunter cooperation is a critical part of gathering this 
information and managing game bird populations. This num-
ber can be obtained annually by calling 1-800-WETLAND, 
and completing a brief survey. On-line license buyers may 
apply for these numbers on-line. There is no charge for the 
numbers. A separate H.I.P. number is required for each state 
in which you hunt and for each calendar year.

STAMPS
ARCHERY: ($5.10), required to hunt deer during the archery 
season Oct. 17—Nov. 26.

PRIMITIVE FIREARMS: ($5.10), required to hunt deer during the 
primitive firearms season Dec. 12–31.

MASSACHUSETTS WATERFOWL: ($5.00), required of all waterfowl 
hunters aged 15 and over. Stamp is not required for hunting 
woodcock, snipe, American coot or rails.

FEDERAL MIGRATORY GAME BIRD: In addition to a hunting 
license and a Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp, any waterfowl 
hunter aged 16 or older, must have a Federal Migratory 
Bird Stamp. These stamps are available at National Wildlife 
Refuges, at selected offices of the U.S. Postal service or by 
mail from the U.S. Postal Service, from selected private 
vendors, or on-line at http://www.fws.gov/duckstamps/
Stamps.htm.

2011 CONSERVATION STAMPS

This year’s Archery Stamp was designed by Jeffrey Klinefelter 
of Etna Green, IN. No stranger to Massachusetts’ stamps, Jeff, 
who holds a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts from Herron School of 
Art at Indiana University, won the Massachusetts Archery 
Stamp competition in 1999, in 2004, and in 2009. He has 
also won stamp competitions in other states ranging from 
Indiana (1993 duck stamp) to California (2009 duck stamp).

A pair of whitetails on snow, painted by Mike Brown of 
Canton, GA, a first time entrant in Massachusetts’ art contests, 
was selected for the 2011 Primitive Firearms Stamp. Mike is 
a self taught artist whose paintings are inspired by his own 
outdoor experiences. Mike is best known for his watercolors 
and oil paintings done on commission. This is his first state 
conservation stamp.

The 2011 Waterfowl Stamp depicts a Brant carved by Joseph 
Lincoln of Hingham, MA (1859–1938) and beautifully rendered 
by noted wildlife artist Randy Julius of East Bridgewater, MA. 
This stamp marks Randy’s eighth win of the state waterfowl 
competition over the 38 years of the stamp program. For 
more information about the Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp 
program see page 39.

For	a	list	of	bear,	coyote,	deer,	furbearer	and	
turkey	check	stations,	visit	the	DFW	website	
at	www.mass.gov/masswildlife.	A	list	of	
furbearer	check	stations	is	also	provided	on	
page	33.

A	hunting	license	is	required	of	anyone	
practicing	falconry	in	Massachusetts.
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Licenses
2011 LICENSE, STAMP & PERMIT FEES

CLASS LICENSE FEE
F1 Resident Fishing $27.50

F2 Resident Minor Fishing (Age 15–17) 11.50

F3 Resident Fishing (Age 65–69) 16.25

F4 Resident Fishing (Age 70 or over  
or paraplegic, blind, mentally retarded) FREE

F6 Non-resident Fishing 37.50

F7 Non-resident Fishing (3 day) 23.50

F8 Resident Fishing (3 day) 12.50

F9 Non-resident Fishing (Age 15–17) 11.50

F10 Quabbin One Day Fishing (Quabbin only)  
(sold by DCR and Connecticut Valley District only) 5.00

H1 Resident Citizen Hunting 27.50

H2 Resident Citizen Hunting (Age 65–69) 16.25

H3 Resident Hunting, Paraplegic FREE

H4 Resident Alien Hunting 27.50

H5

H6

H7

Non-resident Hunting, Big Game  
(Deer, Bear, Turkey and all other game species)

Non-resident Hunting, Small Game 
(Small game only)

Non-resident Commercial Shooting Preserve  
(1 day)

99.50

65.50

10.00

H8 Resident Minor Hunting (Age 15–17) 11.50

H9 Resident Commercial Shooting Preserve (1 day) 10.00

S1 Resident Citizen Sporting 45.00

S2 Resident Citizen Sporting (Age 65–69) 25.00

S3 Resident Citizen Sporting (Age 70 or over) 
(includes trapping) FREE

S4 Resident Minor Sporting (Age 15–17) 13.00

T1 Resident Trapping 35.50

T2 Resident Minor Trapping (Age 12–17) 11.50

T3 Resident Trapping (Age 65-69) 20.25

DF Duplicate Fishing 2.50

DH Duplicate Hunting 2.50

DS Duplicate Sporting 2.50

DT Duplicate Trapping 2.50

M/N 1 Archery Stamp 5.10

M/N 2 Waterfowl Stamp 5.00

M/N 3 Primitive Firearms Stamp 5.10

W1 Wildlands Stamp, Resident 5.00

W2 Wildlands Stamp, Non-resident 5.00

Trap Registration Number (Boston Office) 5.00

Trap Registration Number Renewal  
(Boston Office)

Non-resident Trapping Permit  
(Westborough Office)

5.00 

200.00

Resident Furbuyer 30.00

Non-resident Citizen/Alien Furbuyer 90.00

NOTE: Fee for first resident license, and all non-resident 
licenses include a $5.00 fee for the Wildlands Conservation 
Stamp. Fee for second resident license in calendar year does not 
include the $5.00 fee for the Wildlands Conservation Stamp. 
City and town clerks must add an additional one dollar ($1.00); 
and other sales agents may add up to an additional one dollar 
and fifty cents ($1.50) service fee to the price of each license 
sold. There is no service fee charged for the purchase of 
licenses at offices of the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

From	September	15	to	May	15	all	canoe	or	
kayak	occupants	MUST	WEAR	a	U.S.	Coast	
Guard	approved	Personal	Flotation	Device.
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SALTWATER FISHING PERMIT
Beginning	in	2011,	saltwater	anglers	in	
Massachusetts	will	be	required	to	purchase	
a	state	recreational	saltwater	fishing	permit.	
This	state-issued	permit	takes	the	place	of	
a	more	expensive	federal	registration	that	
would	otherwise	be	required	in	2011.	The	fee	
for	this	permit	is	estimated	to	be	$10	and	will	
be	the	same	cost	for	all	anglers,	including	
non-residents.	Anglers	who	are	younger	than	
16,	or	disabled,	or	who	fish	only	on	charter	
boats	or	"headboats"	will	be	exempt	from	this	
requirement;	Anglers	age	60	and	older	will	need	
to	obtain	a	permit	but	the	permit	will	be	free.	
The	permit	will	be	available	on-line,	by	mail,	and	
in	person	at	Massachusetts	Division	of	Marine	
Fisheries	offices	in	Gloucester,	Boston,	and	New	
Bedford.	For	more	information	on	the	permit	go	
to:	www.mass.gov/marinefisheries

http://www.mass.gov/marinefisheries


Century Bog 
Acquisition
Fulfills The Vision of Theodore Lyman III
By Steve Hurley | Fisheries Manager, Southeast District

The purchase of the Century Bog in Wareham in 2010 marked the 
culmination of a 140 plus year love affair between a small coldwater 
coastal stream and a succession of anglers, conservationists, and land 
stewards. Red Brook, once known as “ye gravelly stream,” flows from 
White Island Pond (Wareham/Plymouth) and becomes the boundary 
between the towns of Plymouth and Wareham before flowing into the 
warm estuarine waters of Buttermilk Bay in Bourne.

The saga began after the Civil War when Theodore Lyman III re-
turned from his service as an aide-de-camp to Union General George 
Meade and took up the fight to restore the Commonwealth’s depleted 
fisheries. In 1866, he became one of the first Massachusetts Commis-
sioners of Fisheries and set out to restore the state’s fisheries degraded 
by industrial development, dams, overharvest and pollution. 

Samuel Tisdale, a Wareham nail manufacturer, was an avid angler and 
responsible for introducing smallmouth bass (Micropterus dolomieui) to 
Massachusetts in 1850. Mr. Tisdale contracted a shipment of what were 
then known as “Black Bass” to be brought via milk can and railroad to 
Flax Pond in Wareham. These bass spawned and were soon spread to 
numerous other ponds. While visiting Mr. Tisdale, who had offered up 
some of his property to establish the first state trout hatchery at Maple 
Springs, Theodore Lyman was introduced to the salter brook trout of 
Red Brook.

Salter brook trout are a variant of the brook trout that become anad-
romous, migrating from their fresh water homes to feed on the rich 
food resources, in the form of shrimp and mummichogs, in brackish 
and saltwater bays. In the late 1700s and early 1800s, noted anglers 
from the Boston area such as John Rowe (an owner of one of the Boston 
Tea Party ships) and statesman and orator Daniel Webster, traveled by 
stagecoach to partake of Cape Cod’s famous salter brook trout fishing.

In 1870, Theodore Lyman purchased his first property along Red 
Brook, the start of the Lyman Family’s stewardship of Red Brook and 
its watershed. Numerous purchases over the years continued the pro-
tection of Red Brook despite two World Wars, forest fires, hurricanes 
and the encroachment of summer homes, suburbia, power and gas 
lines and highways. In the late 1980s, increasing age and the pressures 
of development led the Lyman Family to contact Trout Unlimited to 
continue the protection of Red Brook and its coldwater fishery.

In 2001, a memorandum of agreement about future cooperative 
management of the property was signed by Trout Unlimited, The 
Trustees of Reservations, and the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife and the Lyman family property became the Trustees of 
Reservations’ Theodore Lyman Reserve and MassWildlife’s Red Brook 
Wildlife Management Area. In 2006, 2008 and 2009, small dams 
were removed and habitat improvements were made with the help of 
skilled equipment operators hired by the A. D. Makepeace Company 
after planning and permitting shepherded by the Massachusetts 
Department of Fish and Game, Division of Ecological Restoration, 
and Interfluve Inc with funding assistance from American Rivers, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Corporate Wetlands Partnership 
and other partners.

 The Century Bog Acquisition from the A. D. Makepeace Company 
marks the final piece of the puzzle Theodore Lyman started to assemble; 
protecting a river from its headwaters to the sea. The A. D. Makepeace 
Company was a willing and generous partner in habitat protection ef-
forts on lower Red Brook and the sale to the Commonwealth of the bog, 
created by Lebaron Barker in 1900 and dubbed Century Bog in honor 

of the new century, will allow future habitat restoration of upper Red 
Brook. As part of the sales agreement, the company will continue to farm 
cranberries for five years while MassWildlife and its partners undertake 
planning and permitting for the creation of an improved passageway for 
river herring and aquatic habitats protective of coldwater trout habitat. 
Resilience to climate change will be an important design consideration 
that will help continue to protect the cold waters of Red Brook and allow 
the brook trout that attracted Theodore Lyman to flourish for future 
generations to cherish. 
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Tagging Research at Red Brook

The trout population of Red Brook continues to be closely monitored by 
MassWildlife biologists. A PIT (Passive-Integrated-Transponder) tagging 
program was started in 2007 with technical assistance from biologists 
from the Conte Anadromous Fisheries Research Laboratory and financial 
assistance from Trout Unlimited. Fixed antennas now monitor movements 
of tagged trout within the stream and a recent acoustic tagging study 
was started by biologists from UMASS-Amherst, the Conte Lab and the 
Maine Cooperative Research Unit. A new advocacy group, the Sea Run 
Brook Trout Coalition (www.searunbrookie.org), is raising funds through 
the sale of prints of a Red Brook trout to help restore populations of salter 
brook trout.

The Wild Brook Trout of Red Brook

During the 1870s and 1880s, Red Brook trout were sometimes used as 
brood stock for hatchery trout stocking programs. But the brook trout 
fishing at Red Brook declined in the years after World War I and the Ly-
man family sometimes stocked the brook with hatchery brook trout and 
even hatchery brown trout. On advice from fisheries biologists, the family 
stopped the stocking of brown and brook trout in the 1990s relying again 
on the stream’s wild brook trout. Recent genetic research indicated Red 
Brook and other area wild brook trout streams were different from each 
other and very different than the Sandwich State Fish Hatchery strain. 
Red Brook is now managed as a wild brook trout stream and is catch-and-
release, single hook artificial lures only for its entire length.



Fishing
OPEN SEASON 

(All Dates Inclusive) DAILY CREEL MINIMUM LENGTH1

TROUT 2

 Lakes, ponds, major rivers 3, 5, 6 Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 3 —

 Housatonic River 4 Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 1 20"

 All other rivers and brooks 
Apr. 1 – Sept. 10 

Sept. 11 – Mar. 31, 2012
8 
3

—

LAKE TROUT

 Wachusett Reservoir 6 Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 3 —

 Quabbin 6 Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 2 18"

SALMON (landlocked) Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 2 15"

SALMON (broodstock) 7 Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 2 15"

AMERICAN SHAD Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 6 —

CHAIN PICKEREL Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 5 15"

BLACK BASS (Largemouth and 
Smallmouth, singly or combined):

Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 5 12"

NORTHERN PIKE Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 1 28"

 TIGER MUSKIE (Muskellunge) Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 1 28"

 WALLEYE Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 5 14"

 SMELT 8 Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 
May 16 – Dec. 31

—
— 

ALL OTHER FRESHWATER SPECIES Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 — —

STRIPED BASS and HERRING: For season, size, and possession limits call the Division of Marine Fisheries at (617) 626-1520, or visit their website at 
www.mass.gov/marinefisheries.

POSSESSION OF: Sturgeon (all species), American Brook Lamprey, Atlantic (sea-run) Salmon7, Bridle Shiner, Burbot, Eastern Silvery Minnow, 
Lake Chub, Longnose Sucker, and Northern Redbelly Dace is illegal! If caught release immediately. This means remove hook or cut line and 
return fish to water immediately — do not pose for photographs, place on a stringer, hold in a net, or delay in any way the immediate return 
and release of the fish to the water!

1 Minimum length is measured as the straight line (not curved over 
the body) from the tip of the snout to the tip of the tail. The tips of 
any forked tail may be squeezed together for the final measurement.

2 Trout applies to Brook, Brown, Rainbow, and Tiger Trout (a cross 
between a female brown and a male brook trout). From Apr. 1 to Sept. 
10, no more than 8 trout (as defined) may be taken daily, and only 3 
of those trout may be from lakes, ponds, or major rivers3. From Sept. 
11 to Mar. 31, no more than 3 trout (as defined) may be taken daily.

3 Major Rivers: Childs, Coonamessett, Deerfield, Farmington, Green 
(Colrain), Green (Great Barrington), Ipswich, Jones, Mashpee, Millers, 
Nissitissit, North (Colrain), North (West Branch), Parker, Quaboag, 
Quinapoxet, Quinebaug, Seven Mile, Santuit, Scorton Creek, Shawsheen, 
Squannacook, Stillwater (Sterling, Princeton), Swift (East Branch), 
Swift (Winsor Dam to Ware River, except as posted), Tully (East and 
West Branches), Ware, Ware (East Branch), Westfield (all branches).

4 Mainstem Housatonic only, from the confluence of the East and 
West Branches to the MA–CT line, exclusive of the catch-and-release 
areas where no trout may be kept.

5 Special brown trout water: South Pond (Quacumquasit), Brookfield. 
Total daily creel is 3 trout but only 1 may be a brown trout and it must 
be at least 15".

6 Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs: Opening and closing dates are 
set by the Department of Conservation and Recreation. For Quabbin 
Reservoir visit www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central/quabbin.htm 
or call (413) 323-7221. For Wachusett / Sudbury Reservoirs  
visit www.mass.gov/dcr/parks/central /wachRes.htm or call 
(508) 835-4816 or (978) 365-3800. Quabbin Reservoir and its tributary 
streams within the Quabbin Reservation are closed to all fishing except 
during the open season as set by the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation. The use of lead fishing sinkers is prohibited in the Quabbin 
and Wachusett reservoirs (see page 13).

7 The harvest of broodstock salmon (Atlantic salmon) is lawful in 
all inland waters of Massachusetts except in: the Connecticut River 
and all its tributaries; and the Merrimack River downstream of the 
Essex Dam in Lawrence, MA and all its tributaries downstream of the 
Essex Dam in Lawrence, MA. The possession of an Atlantic salmon 
(including broodstock salmon) while fishing in the Connecticut River 
and all its tributaries and in the Merrimack River downstream of the 
Essex Dam in Lawrence, MA and all its tributaries downstream of the 
Essex Dam in Lawrence, MA is prohibited.

8 Smelt may be taken by hook and line only.
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Fishing
BAIT
Permit required to take baitfish for purpose of sale;  
see Permits on page 8. Individuals trapping fish for personal 
use as baitfish may use only one trap. Individuals trapping 
baitfish under a commercial license may use more than one trap.

•	Frogs (except leopard frogs) 2½ inches or less snout to 
vent may be used as bait; 10 daily, 10 in possession; may 
not be sold.

•	Baitfish may be taken by licensed anglers at any time 
(except for purposes of sale) with a rectangular net not 
exceeding 36 square feet of net area or by a hoop or cir-
cular net not exceeding 6 feet in diameter or with a fish 
trap with openings not exceeding one inch. The following 
species may be taken for personal use as bait by licensed 
anglers. Only the fish species listed below may be used 
as bait, live or dead.
American eel Banded killifish Bluntnose minnow 
Creek chubsucker  Emerald shiner Fallfish 
Fathead minnow Golden shiner  Mummichog 
Pumpkinseed Rainbow smelt* Yellow perch 
Spottail shiner White sucker

*  Smelt may be taken only by hook and line. Possession or 
use of smelt as bait in inland waters other than during 
the smelt season is prohibited.

•	Herring: For current regulations on the use, possession, and 
taking of herring contact the Division of Marine Fisheries, 
(617) 626-1520 or www.mass.gov/marinefisheries.

CATCH-AND-RELEASE AREAS
Artificial lures only. No bait in possession.

•	Housatonic River: From the Rte. 20 bridge in Lee down-
stream to Willow Mill Dam AND from Glendale Dam 
downstream to the RR bridge. No fishing from June 15—
Aug. 31 inclusive within 100 feet of the mouths of posted 
tributaries: Beartown Brook; Goose Pond Brook; Hop Brook; 
and Mohawk Brook. 

•	Red Brook: From the outlet of White Island Pond to the 
inlet of Buttermilk Bay. 

•	Nissitissit River: From the New Hampshire border to the 
Prescott St. Bridge. FLY FISHING ONLY.

•	Swift River: Winsor Dam to Rte. 9, catch-and-release FLY 
FISHING ONLY (year around); Rte. 9 to Cady Lane, catch-
and-release July 1–Dec. 31 (artificials only).

•	Deerfield River: Fife Brook Dam to Hoosac Tunnel, and 
the section extending from Pelham Brook to the Mohawk 
Campground.

•	Westfield River, East Branch: Immediately below the 
Chesterfield Gorge parking lot in Chesterfield to the gate 
north of the Corps of Engineers parking lot at Knightville 
in Huntington.

•	Millers River: Templeton/Athol RR bridge to dam in Athol 
and from Wendell Rd. bridge in Orange to the breached 
dam in Erving center.

•	Quashnet River: From the outlet of John’s Pond to the sign 
0.1 mile below Rte. 28.

FISH CONSUMPTION ADVISORIES
The MA Dept. of Public Health (MDPH), has issued a statewide 
advisory for pregnant women, nursing mothers, women who 
may become pregnant, and children under 12 not to consume 
fish caught in fresh water due to elevated levels of mercury 
in fish. MDPH has also issued fish consumption advisories for 
the general public on selected bodies of water primarily due 
to PCB and mercury contamination. For more information 
or a list of waters with fish consumption advisories, contact 
MDPH, Bureau of Environmental Health, at (617) 624-5757 
or www.mass.gov/dph.

INTERSTATE POND LICENSE REGULATIONS
Wallum Lake, Douglas: fishing permitted by persons duly 
licensed in Massachusetts or Rhode Island. Rhode Island 
regulations apply.

Lake Monomonac and Robbins Pond, Winchendon; Long 
Pond, Tyngsboro and Dracut; Bent Pond, Warwick; Tuxbury 
Pond, Amesbury: fishing permitted by persons duly licensed 
in Massachusetts or New Hampshire. New Hampshire regu-
lations apply.

Colebrook Reservoir, Tolland; Perry Pond, Dudley; Muddy 
Pond, Southbridge; Breakneck Pond, Sturbridge; Congam-
ond Lake, Southwick; Hamilton Reservoir, Holland: fishing 
permitted by persons duly licensed in Massachusetts or Con-
necticut. Connecticut regulations apply to Colebrook Reservoir, 
Breakneck Pond, Perry Pond and Muddy Pond. Massachusetts 
regulations apply to Congamond Lake and Hamilton Reservoir.

Sherman Reservoir, Rowe: Massachusetts regulations apply 
and MA license required in MA. Vermont regulations apply 
and VT license required in VT.

FISHING PROHIBITIONS
•	Explosives

•	 Jug, toggle or trot line fishing.

•	Lead Sinkers at Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs: The 
use of lead fishing sinkers, including, but not limited to, 
split shot, bullet weights, egg sinkers, slip sinkers, bell 
sinkers, pinch sinkers, rubber grip sinkers, bank sinkers, 
pyramid sinkers, or twist, strap or wraparound sinkers for 
the taking of fish in the Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs 
is prohibited. Lead fishing sinkers DO NOT include other 
lead fishing-related items such as artificial lures, jigs, 
lead-core line, down-rigger weights, keel sinkers, torpedo 
casting and trolling sinkers, or weighted flies.

NOTE: Lead fishing sinkers and jigs less than 1 ounce will 
be prohibited in all inland waters of the Commonwealth 
effective January 1, 2012.
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Fishing
•	More than two hooks for fishing or more than five hooks 

when ice fishing. A hook is defined as an angling device 
attached to a fishing line which is designed to take one 
fish at a time but is not limited to devices commonly called 
spinners, spoons, bait harnesses, lead head jigs or plugs.

•	Possession of: Sturgeon (all species), American Brook 
Lamprey, Atlantic (sea-run) Salmon, Bridle Shiner, Burbot, 
Eastern Silvery Minnow, Lake Chub, Longnose Sucker, and 
Northern Redbelly Dace is illegal! If caught, release im-
mediately. This means remove hook or cut line and return 
fish to water immediately—do not pose for photographs, 
place on a stringer, hold in a net, or delay in any way the 
immediate return and release of the fish to the water.

•	Poisons

•	Releasing fish or spawn into inland waters, except by permit.

•	Rubbish in inland waters.

•	Sale of freshwater fish without a permit.

•	Snagging

•	Transporting live fish (except bait for personal use) 
without a permit.

FREE FRESHWATER  
FISHING WEEKEND
June 4 & 5, 2011	—	No	license	needed!

MARINE FISHERIES
An Agency of the Massachusetts Dept. of 
Fish and Game
Have	any	questions	regarding	salt	water	
fishing	regulations?	

Call	the	Massachusetts	Division	of	Marine	
Fisheries	information	hotline	at	(617)	626-1520	
or	visit	www.mass.gov/marinefisheries	or	
email	marine.fish@state.ma.us

SPEARS, BOW AND ARROWS
May	be	used	to	take	suckers,	carp	and	eels	
only.	Fishing	license	required.

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW  
WHERE TO GO FISHING  
OR BOATING?
Public	Access	to	the	Waters	of	Massachusetts	
is	a	146	page	map	booklet	that	provides	
information	about	current	public	access	sites.	
Send	$8.00	payable	by	check	to:

Office	of	Fishing	&	Boating	Access	
Department	of	Fish	&	Game	
1440	Soldiers	Field	Road	
Brighton,	MA	02135

For	more	information	call	(617)	727-1843,	or	
see	www.mass.gov/dfwele/pab/index.htm

NATURAL SHORELINES ARE  
GOOD FOR FISHING
By	keeping	shorelines	natural,	you	can	
help	protect	water	quality	and	improve	
fish	habitat.	A	shoreline	without	trees	and	
shrubs	can	get	washed	away,	making	the	
water	muddy	and	unsuitable	for	fish.	If	you	
live	near	a	lake	or	a	river,	plant	a	buffer	strip	
along	the	water’s	edge	using	trees,	shrubs,	
wildflowers	or	other	native	plants.	Trees	
and	other	vegetation	filter	pollution	and	
provide	shade,	shelter,	habitat,	and	food	
critical	for	bass,	trout,	and	other	fish	to	thrive	
and	reproduce.	Keep	your	favorite	fishing	
spots	well	vegetated!	For	more	tips	and	
information,	visit:	
http://water.epa.gov/type/lakes/index.cfm
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BOAT, ATV & SNOWMOBILE 
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
(617)	626-1610	or	

www.mass.gov/dfwele/dle/elereg.htm	

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dle/elereg.htm
http://www.mass.gov/marinefisheries
mailto:marine.fish%40state.ma.us?subject=
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/pab/index.htm
http://water.epa.gov/type/lakes/index.cfm


Fishing
FISH OF MASSACHUSETTS
More than 80 fish species inhabit the inland waters of the 
Commonwealth. This is a small sample of some of the most 
popular species commonly taken by anglers. For a more com-
plete list pick up a copy of Freshwater Fishes of Massachusetts 
at any DFW office.

TEMPERATURE PREFERENCES OF FISH
Temperature preferences are different for many fish. Though 
fish cannot always find their exact preference, they are usu-
ally found in water closest to their preferred temperature.

< Catfish Family 
< Bluegill / Pumpkinseed 

< Largemouth Bass 
< Calico Bass (Crappies) 
< Esocids (Pike/Pickerel/Muskellunge), Smallmouth Bass   
< Perch Family (Yellow Perch/Walleye)  

< Brown Trout 

< Landlocked Salmon, Rainbow/Brook Trout  

< Lake Trout 
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Temperature Preferences of Fish

LARGEMOUTH	BASS	
A warm-water gamefish found in lakes, ponds and slow moving 
rivers associated with weeds and structure. Typically 1–3 lbs, 
but can reach up to 15 lbs. Dark line along each side is a good 
identification mark.

BROWN	TROUT
This trout thrives in heavy cover and deep pools of cold, well-
oxygenated water. Typically stocked at 10–14 inches with larger 
specimens to 20+ inches. Many wild populations exist in small 
to medium streams.

ATLANTIC	SALMON
The anadromous form of this species lives in the open ocean 
but ascends freshwater rivers to spawn. The landlocked form 
lives in deep, cold, freshwater habitats and spawns in tributaries. 
Anadromous form grows to 20 lbs; landlocks average 2–4 lbs. 
Landlocked populations occur in the Quabbin and Wachusett 
Reservoirs; attempts to restore sea-run populations to the 
Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers continue.

SMALLMOUTH	BASS
Less common than largemouths, these cool-water gamefish are 
found in clear, rocky habitats. Average size is 1–2 lbs, but can reach 
up to 8 lbs. This species often jumps spectacularly when hooked.

BROOK	TROUT
This beautiful native char thrives in clean, cold, well-oxygenated 
waters. It is found in high gradient streams and slow moving 
beaver flowages. Wild brookies average 6–8 inches, but stocked 
specimens are typically 10–12 inches or larger. Considered by many 
to be the most beautiful fish in North America. 

RAINBOW	TROUT	
These trout thrive in cold, well-oxygenated, fast moving water. 
Typical hatchery fish are 12–16 inches, with larger specimens to 20+ 
inches. Profusely speckled and usually has a pink line along each side.

BROWN	BULLHEAD
Our native “horned pout” catfish thrives in warm-water habitats 
associated with muddy bottoms and aquatic vegetation. Average 
size is 8–12 inches, but larger ones are not uncommon. Handle 
this fish (and all catfish) with care, as spines in the dorsal and 
pectoral fins can inflict painful wounds. 

BLUEGILL
A sunfish that prefers shallow, weedy, warm-water habitats. 
Typically 4–7 inches in length with larger specimens to 10 inches. 
Identified by the solid black flap on gill cover and a dark patch 
near the back, bottom edge of the dorsal fin.

YELLOW	PERCH
A native cool-water panfish found in the vegetated areas of lakes, 
ponds, slow streams, and almost any open water with moderate 
vegetation. Typically 8–10 inches but larger fish not uncommon. 
A schooling fish, it is safe to assume that if you find one, there 
are others in the same vicinity.

CHAIN	PICKEREL
A native cool-water gamefish found in shallow, vegetated areas 
of fairly clear lakes, ponds and rivers. Typically 15–20 inches but 
larger specimens are not uncommon. Respected for its sharp teeth 
which can easily cut most fishing lines and inflict minor wounds.

PUMPKINSEED
A native sunfish, this pretty little “kivver” is found in weedy, 
warm-water habitats. Most are 4–7 inches, but can get up to 
8–9 inches. Look for blue "warpaint" on the face and a red/orange-
tipped gill flap.

BLACK	CRAPPIE
This "calico" sunfish is found in weedy, warm-water habitats. It 
often forms schools in submerged structure, especially brush 
piles and fallen trees. Typically 5–12 inches, but larger specimens 
not uncommon.
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Fishing
FRESHWATER SPORTFISHING AWARDS
Awards for freshwater fish are offered in 22 categories. Each qualified entry receives 
a bronze pin. Largest fish in each category each year receives a “gold” pin and 
plaque. There is also an annual “Angler of the Year” award for the person who has 
taken the greatest variety of “pinfish” during the year. Fish must meet minimum 
weight requirements as listed below, and must be weighed on a scale certified by 
the Massachusetts Division of Standards or a town official. Please check our web-
site for a list of weigh stations and/or to download an affidavit. This information 
is also available at DFW offices.

CURRENT MINIMUM WEIGHTS
SPECIES ADULT YOUTH

Broodstock salmon  10 lbs.  0 ozs.  5 lbs.  0 ozs.
Brook trout  2 lbs.  0 ozs.  1 lb.  0 ozs.
Brown trout  4 lbs.  0 ozs.  2 lbs.  0 ozs.
Bullhead  2 lbs.  0 ozs.  1 lb.  0 ozs.
Carp  15 lbs.  0 ozs.  10 lbs.  0 ozs.
Chain pickerel  4 lbs.  8 ozs.  3 lbs.  0 ozs.
Channel catfish  6 lbs.  0 ozs.  5 lbs.  0 ozs.
Crappie  1 lb.  8 ozs.  1 lb.  0 ozs.
Lake trout  7 lbs.  0 ozs.  5 lbs.  0 ozs.
Landlocked salmon1  4 lbs.  0 ozs.  3 lbs.  0 ozs.
Largemouth bass  7 lbs.  0 ozs.  4 lbs.  0 ozs.
Northern pike  15 lbs.  0 ozs.  10 lbs.  0 ozs.
Rainbow trout  3 lbs.  0 ozs.  2 lbs.  0 ozs.
Shad  5 lbs.  0 ozs.  3 lbs.  0 ozs.
Smallmouth bass  4 lbs.  8 ozs.  3 lbs.  0 ozs.
Sunfish2  0 lbs. 12 ozs.  0 lbs.  8 ozs.
Tiger muskie  10 lbs.  0 ozs.  7 lbs.  0 ozs.
Tiger trout  2 lbs.  0 ozs.  1 lb.  0 ozs.
Walleye  4 lbs.  0 ozs.  2 lbs.  0 ozs.
White catfish  4 lbs.  0 ozs.  2 lbs.  0 ozs.
White perch  1 lb.  8 ozs.  1 lb.  0 ozs.
Yellow perch  1 lb.  8 ozs.  1 lb.  0 ozs.

1 Landlocked Salmon are recognized only from Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs.
2 Sunfish category includes bluegills, pumpkinseeds, redbreast sunfish, green and rock bass. 

MASSACHUSETTS FRESHWATER SPORTFISHING RECORDS
SPECIES WEIGHT WATER YEAR

American shad  11 lbs.  4 ozs. Connecticut River 1986
Broodstock salmon  22 lbs.  15 ozs. Lake Mattawa, Orange 1997
Brook trout  10 lbs.  0 ozs. Ashfield Lake, Ashfield 2008
Brown trout  19 lbs.  10 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1966
Bullhead  6 lbs.  4 ozs. Forest Lake, Methuen 2008
Carp  44 lbs.  2 ozs. Connecticut River 1993
Chain pickerel  9 lbs.  5 ozs. Laurel Lake, Lee 1954
Channel catfish  26 lbs.  8 ozs. Ashfield Lake, Ashfield 1989
Crappie  4 lbs.  10 ozs. Jake’s Pond, Plymouth 1980
Lake trout  24 lbs.  0 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 2004
Landlocked salmon  10 lbs.  2 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1985
Largemouth bass  15 lbs.  8 ozs. Sampson Pond, Carver 1975
Northern pike  35 lbs.  0 ozs. South Pond, Brookfield 1988
Rainbow trout  13 lbs.  13 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1999
Smallmouth bass  8 lbs.  2 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1991
Sunfish  2 lbs.  1 ozs. South Athol Pond, Athol 1982
Tiger muskellunge  27 lbs.  0 ozs. Lake Pontoosuc, Pittsfield 2001
Tiger trout  9 lbs.  7 ozs. Peter’s Pond, Sandwich 2004
Walleye  11 lbs.  0 ozs. Quabbin Reservoir 1973
White catfish  9 lbs.  3 ozs. Baddacook Pond, Groton 1987
White perch  3 lbs.  5 ozs. Wachusett Reservoir 1994
Yellow perch  2 lbs.  12 ozs. South Watuppa Pond, Fall River 1979
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Fishing
2009 FRESHWATER SPORTFISHING AWARD WINNERS (2010 data not complete at press time)

ADULT GOLD PIN WINNERS YOUTH GOLD PIN WINNERS

SPECIES WEIGHT WATER WINNER WEIGHT WATER WINNER

Broodstock salmon  16 lbs. 5 ozs. Peters Pond, Sandwich Roy Leyva, Plymouth  13 lbs. 7 ozs. Onota Lake, Pittsfield
Jacob LaDouceur, 
Pittsfield

Brook trout  4 lbs. 11 ozs. Peters Pond, Sandwich Roy Leyva, Plymouth  2 lbs. 15 ozs. Cliff Pond, Brewster
Sam Donnelly,  
Arlington

Brown trout  9 lbs. 7 ozs.
Quacumquasit Pond, 
Brookfield

Steven Ramsey, Sr., 
Spencer

 5 lbs. 6 ozs. Hoosic River, Adams
Joshua Sworzen,  
Adams

Bullhead  4 lbs. 6 ozs.
Millvale Reservoir, 
Haverhill

Roger Aziz, Jr.,  
Methuen

 2 lbs. 4 ozs.

Cheshire Lake, Cheshire
Michael Houghtlin, 
Pittsfield

Moosehorn Pond, 
Hubbardston

Madison Lovely,  
Gardner

Carp  30 lbs. 9 oz.
Quinsigamond Lake, 
Worcester

Jonathan Beauchene, 
Spencer

 29 lbs. 15 oz.
Connecticut River, 
Easthampton

Kody Perrier, 
Easthampton

Chain pickerel  6 lbs. 11 ozs.
Herring River Reservoir, 
Harwich

Roy Leyva, Plymouth  5 lbs. 6 ozs.
Middle Pond,  
Marstons Mills

Philip Weber,  
Marstons Mills

Channel catfish  20 lbs. 6 oz.
Five Mile Pond, 
Springfield

Mark Bailey, Wilbraham  9 lbs. 1 oz.
Connecticut River, 
Springfield

David North, Agawam

Crappie  3 lbs. 0 ozs. Webster Lake, Webster
Robert Puishys, Jr., 
Oxford

 2 lbs. 13 ozs. Webster Lake, Webster
Michael Bessette, 
Dudley

Lake trout  15 lbs. 7 ozs. Quabbin Reservoir
David Sheets, 
Belchertown

 17 lbs. 4 ozs. Quabbin Reservoir
Summer Gaudreau, 
Belchertown

Landlocked salmon  8 lbs. 3 ozs.
Quabbin Reservoir Ralph Rogers, Barre

 7 lbs. 2 ozs. Quabbin Reservoir
Andrew Roman,  
HollandQuabbin Reservoir Roger Pyzocha, Ludlow

Largemouth bass  10 lbs. 2 oz. Billington Sea, Plymouth Alec Turner, Plymouth  8 lbs. 14 oz.
Schoolhouse Pond, 
Chatham

Nick Shea, Harwich

Northern pike  22 lbs. 11 oz. Onota Lake, Pittsfield Bryan Kopala, Adams  19 lbs. 11 oz.
Housatonic River, 
Sheffield

Jake Burke, Pittsfield

Rainbow trout  8 lbs. 6 ozs. Walden Pond, Concord
William Smethurst, 
Fitchburg

 5 lbs. 12 ozs. Wallum Lake, Douglas
Matt Huberdault, 
Webster

Shad  6 lbs. 8 ozs.
Merrimack River, 
Lawrence

Roger Aziz, Jr.,  
Methuen

 4 lbs. 10 ozs.
Connecticut River, 
Holyoke

Eliot Madison, West 
Springfield

Smallmouth bass  5 lbs. 15 ozs. Quabbin Reservoir Phil Belanger, Granby  5 lbs. 8 ozs. Quabbin Reservoir Austin Siegel, Ware

Sunfish  1 lb. 3 ozs. Snake Pond, Sandwich John Kowszik, Millbury  1 lb. 5 ozs.
Shawme Pond, 
Sandwich

Nate Taddia, Sandwich

Tiger muskie  10 lbs. 7 ozs.
Chauncey Lake, 
Westborough

Mark Potter, 
Framingham

No youth entries

Tiger trout  8 lbs. 10 ozs. White Pond, Concord Robert Casey, Arlington  2 lbs. 7 ozs. Cochituate Lake, Natick Michael Diruscio, Natick

Walleye  8 lbs. 2 ozs.
Connecticut River, 
South Hadley

Walter Partyka,  
South Hadley

 6 lbs. 4 ozs.
Connecticut River, 
Sunderland

Austin Burdick, Florida

White catfish  7 lbs. 5 ozs.
Mashpee-Wakeby Pond, 
Mashpee

Richard Doolin, 
Forestdale

 4 lbs. 1 oz. Charles River, Newton
Joe McMahon,  
Needham

White perch  2 lbs. 11 ozs.
Wachusett Reservoir, 
West Boylston

Joshua Cotier, Clinton  1 lbs. 15 ozs.
Wachusett Reservoir, 
West Boylston

Derek Carpenter,  
Clinton

Yellow perch  2 lbs. 4 ozs.

Wequaquet Lake, 
Barnstable

Jeff Capute, Centerville

 2 lbs. 3 ozs. Peters Pond, Sandwich
Robbie Finerty, 
Sandwich

Unnamed Pond, 
Winchendon

Tom King, Hubbardston

Glen Charlie Pond, 
Wareham

Roy Leyva, Plymouth
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Managing  
Deer Populations
A Matter of Balance
By Sonja Christensen | Deer Project Leader

Human and deer populations have shared the Massachusetts landscape 
for thousands of years, and they continue to do so today. How people 
feel about deer depends largely on what experiences they have had 
with them. People who hunt deer, or who enjoy watching or pho-
tographing them, value deer very highly. But when deer abundance 
exceeds human tolerance (we call this “cultural carrying capacity”), 
deer are often viewed in a negative light, and even considered pests. 
This isn’t surprising since overabundant deer populations can severely 
damage natural plant communities, increase the risk of tick-borne 
illnesses and deer- vehicle collisions, and can cause significant dam-
age to shrubbery and other landscape plantings. The major challenge 
for biologists is to keep deer populations in balance with human 
tolerance, and thus to reduce negative attitudes while enhancing 
positive ones. When a deer population exceeds human tolerance it 
is typically due to one or more of the following issues:

Deer-vehicle collisions 
According to State Farm Insurance’s industry-wide deer-vehicle 
collision report, an estimated 7,000 deer-vehicle collisions occurred 
last year in Massachusetts. On a national basis, the average property 
damage cost of a deer-vehicle collision was $3,050. The Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety reports that deer-vehicle collisions in 
the U.S. cause more than 150 fatalities each year. In Massachusetts, 
deer-vehicle collisions are most frequent during the breeding season 
in late October and through November. The combination of high 
deer populations and the displacement of deer habitat due to urban 
sprawl have created dangerous situations for motorists and deer alike.

Property damage to landscape  
plants or crops
Deer often cause problems for homeowners and farmers when they 
browse heavily on crops, gardens, or landscape plants. There is no 
provision in state law or regulation for compensation to landowners 
for damage caused by deer. Thus, it is to the benefit of landowners to 
try to prevent crop and planting damage by deer before a significant 
problem develops. This can be done by excluding deer with electric 
or wire fencing, deterring deer with sprays, loud noises, or other 
repellents, or by removing deer during the regulated hunting season.

Lyme disease risk 
Lyme disease, which does not affect white-tailed deer but is closely as-
sociated with them, is a bacterial disease transmitted to people (as well 
as many other domestic animals) by the bite of infected Blacklegged 
Ticks (Ixodes scapularis, also known as deer ticks). Deer are one of 
the important hosts for adult Blacklegged ticks, and they aid in both 
transporting ticks across the landscape and maintaining tick popula-
tions. The life cycle of ticks is complicated, and the larval stage uses 
many hosts, mostly small rodents, including the white-footed mouse. 

Once the adult and nymphal ticks have consumed a blood meal, they 
drop off the host and continue the life cycle. High deer densities have 
been shown to be correlated with high densities of Blacklegged Ticks, 
increasing the risk of Lyme Disease transmission to humans. This is 
another precautionary reason to control deer populations, particularly 
in suburban areas. If not diagnosed properly and treated early, Lyme 
disease can lead to serious health problems.

Environmental damage
Based on a variety of research on the impacts of deer browsing on 
forest ecosystems, it has been shown that over-abundant deer popu-
lations can cause severe ecological damage. Excessive deer browsing 
can result in reduced native plant diversity, an increase in non-native 
invasive plants, a decrease in forest regeneration, and a loss of habitat 
for other animals that rely on the forest understory. These ecological 
impacts are often overlooked since they do not affect humans directly, 
but the consequences for the few natural, open lands that remain in 
many suburban areas, are dire.

Despite the deer related conflicts listed above, many people do 
appreciate white-tailed deer and understand their importance as a 
native wildlife population. Hunters use the venison from harvested 
deer as a lean, “free-range” protein which keeps their freezers full 
throughout the winter. Wildlife enthusiasts of all types enjoy watch-
ing deer, collecting shed antlers in the woods, and photographing 
these beautiful animals in their environment.

Managing Deer
In Massachusetts white-tailed deer are managed as a valuable natu-
ral resource. The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife (DFW) sets deer 
density goals at levels that balance social and environmental values. 
These deer density goals are the basis for deer population manage-
ment which is accomplished through regulated hunting and through 
the annual allocation of Antlerless Deer Permits for each Wildlife 
Management Zone. When hunters bring their deer to an official 
deer check station, they provide biological data that is compiled 
and analyzed by DFW biologists. Based on this information, they 
recommend antlerless deer permit allocations for the following season. 
By managing deer abundance and keeping deer populations at or 
below human tolerance levels, we avoid the negative consequences 
associated with deer over-population. 

Currently there are an estimated 90,000 white-tailed deer in the 
Commonwealth. About 10,000 of them are taken during the hunting 
seasons, leaving 80,000 to live and breed. The annual deer harvest 
is a function of two things: the abundance of deer, and the effort 
put forth by hunters which is in large part a matter of land available 
on which to hunt (see article on Hunting Access page 6). Suburban 
areas often have large populations of deer, but limited land available 
for hunting. Where deer reproduction exceeds mortality, the deer 
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population will continue to grow.
West of Route 495, in Wildlife Management Zones 1–9, deer densities have reached goal 

levels, and where hunters have access to sufficient land open to hunting, these populations 
have begun to stabilize. East of Route 495 in Zones 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14, access to hunt-
able land is often severely restricted, varying on a town by town basis, and making it very 
difficult to manage deer. 

Over 50% of the state’s annual deer harvest comes from Wildlife Management Zones 
east of Route 495 (Zones 10–14). Yet these zones contain only 30% of the total deer range 
in the state. The suburban nature of these zones, particularly in Zone 10, allows deer to 
live in back yards and fragmented patches of forest that offer very little hunter access and 
an abundance of foods. Garden plants, landscape trees and shrubs, and even bird feeders 
provide supplemental food for these suburban deer populations.

But deer management goals can be maintained statewide, even in highly developed, sub-
urban areas. Where firearms are prohibited by local ordinances, hunters can effectively take 
deer with archery equipment and they can continue to use archery equipment in these areas 
throughout the shotgun and muzzleloader seasons. This is highly effective and in fact, in 
Zone 10, the archery harvest recently surpassed the shotgun harvest in number of deer taken.

It is important that landowners, hunters, and biologists work together to safely and effec-
tively manage the Commonwealth's deer resource and to meet the desired population density 
goals. If done correctly, we can all enjoy the benefits of a healthy statewide deer population.

DEER MANAGEMENT GOALS
Deer Management Zones Deer per Square Mile

Zones 1-6 12-15

Zones 7-9 10-12

Zones 10-14 6-8
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Wildlife Management Zones
ZONE 1: Northerly by the Vermont border; westerly by the New York border; 
southerly by a line running along Rte. 20 to the junction with Rte. 7 in 
Pittsfield; north on Rte. 7 to Rte. 9 and east on Rte. 9 to the junction of Rte. 
8; and easterly by a line running from the Vermont border south along Rte. 
8 to Rte. 9 in Pittsfield. 

ZONE 2: Northerly by Vermont border; westerly by Zones 1 and 3; southerly by 
the Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90) from the intersection with the Housatonic 
River in Lee, east to the intersection (dead end) with Bonny Rigg Hill Road in 
Becket; and easterly by a line running from the Vermont border south along 
Rte. 112 to Rte. 143 in Worthington, along Rte. 143 west to the intersection 
with the Middle Branch of the Westfield River, then south along the Middle 
Branch of the Westfield River to the intersection with the East Branch of the 
Westfield River, south along the East Branch of the Westfield River to Rte. 20 
in Huntington, west along Rte. 20 to Bonny Rigg Hill Road in Becket, south 
on Bonny Rigg Hill Road to the intersection with the Massachusetts Turnpike.

ZONE 3: Northerly by Zone 1; westerly by the New York border; southerly by 
the New York and Connecticut borders; and easterly by a line running south 
along the Housatonic River from the junction with Rte. 9 in Pittsfield to the 
junction with Rte. 20 in Lee, east along Rte. 20 to the junction with Rte. 8 in 
West Becket, and south on Rte. 8 to the Connecticut border.

ZONE 4 NORTH: Northerly by the Vermont border; westerly by Zone 2; 
southerly by a line running north from the intersection of Rte. 20 and the 
East Branch of the Westfield River in Huntington along the East Branch 
of the Westfield River to the intersection with Rte. 66, along Rte. 66 to 
the intersection with Rte. 9 in Northampton, to the intersection with the 
Connecticut River at the Northampton/Hadley town line; and easterly by 
the Connecticut River.

ZONE 4 SOUTH: Northerly by Zones 2 and 4N; westerly by Zone 3; southerly 
by the Connecticut Border; and easterly by the Connecticut River.

ZONE 5: Northerly by the New Hampshire border; westerly by the Connecticut 
River; southerly by a line running from the intersection of the Connecticut 
River and Rte. 9 at the Northampton/Hadley line east along Rte. 9 to Rte. 
116 in Hadley, north along Rte. 116 to Rte. 63 in North Amherst, east along 
Rte. 63 and Pine Street to State Street, northeast along State Street and East 
Leverett Road to Cushman Road, along Cushman Road to Shutesbury Road 
in East Leverett, east on Shutesbury Road and Leverett Road to Wendell 
Road in Shutesbury Center, north along Wendell Road to Locks Pond Road, 
north on Locks Pond Road to Lake View Road, northeast on Lake View Road 
to Locks Village Road, north along Locks Village Road to Depot Road in 
Wendell, north on Depot Road to Rte. 2A in Wendell Depot, east on Rte. 2A 
to Rte. 32 in Athol, south on Rte. 32 to Rte. 62 in Barre, and east on Rte. 62 
to the intersection with Rte. 31 in Princeton; and easterly by a line running 
north on Rte. 31 to the New Hampshire border.

ZONE 6: Northerly by Zone 5; westerly by Zone 5; southerly by a line running 
from the intersection of Rte. 9 and Rt. 116 in Hadley, east along Rte. 9 to 
the intersection with Rte. 32 in Ware; and easterly by a line running from 
the intersection of Rte. 32 and Rte. 62 in Barre, south along Rte. 32 to the 
intersection with Rte. 9 in Ware.

ZONE 7: Northerly by Zones 5 and 6; southerly by the Connecticut border; 
easterly by a line running from the intersection of Rte. 9 and Rte. 32 in 
Ware, east along Rte. 9 to the intersection with Rte. 67, southwest along 
Rte. 67 to the intersection with Rte. 19 in Warren, and south along Rte. 19 
to the Connecticut border. 

ZONE 8: Northerly by Zone 5; southerly by the Connecticut and Rhode Island 
borders; easterly by the following: Rte. 31 in Princeton south to Rte. 56 in 
Paxton, Rte. 56 south to Rte. 9 in Leicester, Rte. 9 east to Cambridge Street 
in Worcester, Cambridge Street east to Rte. 146, Rte. 146 southeast to the 
Rhode Island border, westerly by Zones 6 and 7.

ZONE 9: Northerly by the New Hampshire border; southerly by the Rhode 
Island border; easterly by the following: Rte. 3 from New Hampshire southeast 
to Rte. I-495 south to Rte. 121 in Wrentham, Rte. 121 southwest to the Rhode 
Island border; westerly by Zones 5 and 8.

ZONE 10: Northerly by the New Hampshire border; westerly by Zone 9; 
southerly by a line running from the intersection of Rte. 1A and Rte. 27 in 
the town of Walpole northeast along Rte. 1A to the intersection with Rte. 
128 in the town of Dedham, east on Rte. 128 to the intersection with Rte. 
3 in the town of Braintree, east on Rte. 3 to the intersection with Rte. 228 
in the town of Rockland, and north on Rte. 228 to the Atlantic Ocean at 
the intersection of Rte. 228 and Nantasket Avenue in the town of Hull; and 
easterly by the Atlantic ocean.

ZONE 11: Northerly by Zones 9 and 10; southerly by Buzzard's Bay and 
the Cape Cod Canal; easterly by the Atlantic Ocean; westerly by the Rhode 
Island border.

ZONE 12: Northerly, southerly and easterly by the Atlantic Ocean; westerly 
by Zone 11.

ZONE 13: Dukes County (i.e. Martha's Vineyard).

ZONE 14: Nantucket.

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA REGULATIONS
The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife holds 139 Wildlife Man-
agement Areas (WMAs) and 13 wildlife sanctuaries. Maps 
are available on-line and at all DFW offices.

1 No person shall possess any alcoholic beverage except un-
der permit, or dump or discard any can, bottle, or rubbish.

2 No person shall remove vegetation, soil, or stones from 
any WMA except under permit.

3 No person shall use excessive speed in driving a vehicle.

4 No person, unless under permit, shall drive or possess any 
vehicle except on roads or trails maintained for public 
vehicular traffic.

5 No person shall deface or tamper with any sign, build-
ing, or equipment.

6 No person shall build or maintain a fire without written 
permission from the Director of the DFW or his designee.

7 No person shall camp within any WMA without written 
permission from the Director or his designee.

8 No person shall engage in target practice without written 
permission from the Director or his designee.

9 No person shall use any means other than shotgun or 
bow and arrow during the pheasant and quail season on 
areas stocked with pheasant or quail except for hunting 
raccoons and opossums between 9pm and 3am.

10 No person shall hunt before sunrise or after sunset on 
any WMA where pheasant or quail are stocked during 
the open season on pheasant or quail, Oct. 15 to Nov. 26, 
except for the hunting of raccoons and opossums between 
9pm and 3am.

11 No person shall hunt during the pheasant or quail season 
on WMAs where pheasant or quail are stocked without 
wearing a ”hunter orange“ cap or hat except while night 
hunting for raccoons or opossums or while hunting from 
a blind or boat.

12 No person, except under permit, shall dig or disturb any 
artifact or archaeological remains.

13 The Director may make special regulations to handle 
special situations peculiar to any WMA. Controlled hunts 
are in effect at certain times on Martin Burns, Delaney, 
and Ludlow WMAs. Contact District Supervisor for details.
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GENERAL HUNTING REGULATIONS
ACCIDENTS: All hunting-related injuries or deaths MUST be 
reported to state or local police and to the environmental 
police.

ANTLERLESS DEER PERMIT: Required to take antlerless deer in 
any zone during any deer season, in addition to a hunting 
or sporting license. See page 27 for more details.

ARCHERY: Poisoned arrows, or explosive tips, or bows drawn 
by mechanical means, are prohibited except for crossbows 
as permitted. Mechanical releases are permitted. Arrows 
used on deer, bear or turkey must have well-sharpened steel 
broadhead blades not less than ⅞ inches in width. Expanding 
broadheads are legal. Recurve or long bows for deer, bear or 
turkey hunting must have at least 40 lbs. pull at 28 inches 
or at peak draw weight for compound bows. No arrows may 
be released within 150 feet of, or across, any state or hard-
surfaced highway and hunting is prohibited within 500 feet 
of any dwelling or building in use, unless authorized by 
owner or occupant thereof.

A firearms license (FID or LTC card) is not required for 
bowhunting. Archers, while hunting deer, shall not possess 
firearms on their person or use dogs. (See deer regulations 
on page 27.) Archers may hunt with a bow and arrow dur-
ing the shotgun season and muzzleloader season but must 
comply with all other shotgun or muzzleloader season 
regulations. Crossbows may be used by certain perma-
nently handicapped persons by permit only. For regula-
tions and an application, visit www.mass.gov/masswildlife
or contact DFW at (508) 389-6300.

HUNTER ORANGE: No person shall hunt during the pheasant 
or quail season on public shooting grounds or WMAs where 
pheasant or quail are stocked without wearing a “hunter 
orange” cap or hat except while night-hunting for raccoons 
or opossums, or while hunting waterfowl from a blind or 
boat. During the period when it is legal to hunt deer with 
a shotgun, all hunters, except waterfowl hunters hunting 
within a blind or from a boat, must wear, in a conspicuous 
manner on chest, back, and head, a minimum of 500 square 
inches of “hunter orange” clothing or material. During the 
muzzleloader season, all deer hunters must comply with the 
500 sq. inch hunter orange requirement.

HUNTING DOGS: May be trained at any time (except during the 
shotgun season on deer) provided that only pistol or revolver 
and blank cartridges are used or possessed. No sporting or 
hunting license necessary. During the shotgun season on 
deer, dogs may be used for waterfowl hunting on coastal 
waters only. Hunting bear or bobcat with dogs, or training 
dogs on those species, is prohibited.

TREESTANDS: Must have written permission of landowner to 
construct or use any treestand held in place with nails, bolts, 
etc., or in place for more than 30 days.

Hunting
NON-RESIDENT HUNTERS:
•	Must have a valid Massachusetts non-resident hunting 

license in order to hunt. 

•	Must show a Basic Hunter Education course certificate or 
previous license from any state or Canadian province in 
order to purchase a Massachusetts hunting license. Non-
resident minors (ages 15–17), see MINORS, page 8. Each 
license includes a $5.00 charge for a Wildlife Conserva-
tion Stamp. 

•	Must obtain the same stamps and permits as residents. 
Permit and stamp fees are the same for residents and non-
residents. Non-resident hunters must also obtain a Mas-
sachusetts H.I.P. number for hunting migratory game birds. 

•	May not purchase ammunition in Massachusetts (including 
materials used in black powder firearms). 

•	While travelling into or through Massachusetts must have 
their firearms unloaded and enclosed in a case.

•	No gun license is needed to possess or transport long guns.

•	Must contact the Massachusetts Criminal History Systems 
Board (CHSB) Firearms Support Services, 200 Arlington 
St., Suite 2200, Chelsea, MA 02150, tel. (617) 660-4780 for 
information on handgun permits.

FEDERAL WILDLIFE  
LAW INFORMATION
Please	note	that	fishing	and	hunting	laws	on	
federal	parks,	refuges,	and	reservations,	
such	as	those	controlled	by	U.S.	Fish	&	
Wildlife	Service	or	the	National	Park	Service,	
may	differ	from	state	regulations.	Contact	the	
agency	in	question.

TRANSPORT OF FISH AND 
WILDLIFE
It	is	a	violation	of	Federal	Law	to	transport	
illegally	taken	fish	or	wildlife	across	state	
lines.	For	additional	information	contact	the	
U.S.	Fish	&	Wildlife	Service,	Office	of	Law	
Enforcement,	(617)	889-6616.

YOUTH & WOMEN HUNTERS
For	special	outdoor	skills	education	
opportunities	for	youth	and	women	hunters,	
see	pages	37	and	38.



MASSACHUSETTS GUN LAWS
POSSESSION: For hunting, resident citizens ages 15 and over 
must have a Firearms Identification Card (FID) to possess 
a low-capacity rifle or shotgun. A License To Carry (LTC) 
(age 21 and over) is needed to possess large capacity rifles 
and shotguns and all handguns. These permits are issued 
by local Police Departments. Non-residents with a valid 
Massachusetts non-resident hunting license do not need an 
LTC or FID to possess or carry a rifle or shotgun, but must 
carry their firearms unloaded and in a case while traveling 
in their vehicles. Non-residents may not purchase guns or 
ammunition in Massachusetts. To obtain a non-resident 
License To Carry or a non-resident permit to possess handguns, 
contact the CHSB (Criminal History Systems Board), Firearms 
Support Services (see below). No gun license is needed by bow 
hunters, nor by minors 12-14 years old hunting with a duly 
licensed adult, nor for the possession of primitive rifles or 
shotguns as defined in MGL Ch. 140, Section 121, or their 
ammunition. However, an LTC or FID is required to purchase 
all ammunition including black powder and Pyrodex. 

CAUTION: Massachusetts public safety laws define primitive 
arms differently from the laws and regulations of the DFW.

TRAVEL: Rifles, shotguns and muzzleloaders may not be carried 
on public ways unless the person is lawfully engaged in hunting. 
When transported in a motor vehicle, rifles, shotguns and 
muzzleloaders must be unloaded and in an enclosed case. A large 
capacity firearm must be carried unloaded and contained within 
a locked trunk or in a locked case or other secure container.

STORAGE: State law requires that whenever a gun is not under 
your direct control, it must be kept in a locked container 
or equipped with a tamper-resistant mechanical lock. 
Muzzleloaders are exempt from this requirement.

PENALTIES: License revoked for one year in addition to other 
penalties; fines of up to $1,000; restitutions; and/or 1 year 
in jail. Careless and negligent use of firearms: fines of up 
to $500 and/or 6 months imprisonment and loss of license 
for 5 years.

HUNTER HARASSMENT
Hunter harassment is against state law. Report violations to 
the Mass. Environmental Police (800) 632-8075 or to state or 
local police. Be prepared to provide a description of violators 
and/or a description and license plate number of the car.

CLOSED SEASONS
Closed season throughout the year on all birds and mam-
mals not mentioned herein or in Massachusetts Migratory 
Bird Regulations published in September. During shotgun 
deer season all hunting seasons are closed except for deer, 
coyote and waterfowl.

OPEN SEASONS
The following species may be taken year-round (except 
during shotgun deer season) by licensed hunters with no 
daily or seasonal bag limit: English sparrow, flying squirrel, 
red squirrel, chipmunk, porcupine, skunk, starling, weasel, 
woodchuck.

HUNTING HOURS
Hunting hours are from ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour 
after sunset on each day of open season (see Sunrise-Sunset 
table, page 35) except for: 

•	Hunting for rabbit, hare, fox and coyote which closes at 
midnight.

•	Spring turkey hunting (see page 25).

•	Raccoon and opossum hunting (see page 31).

•	WMA Reg. #10 (page 20) which states that no person shall 
hunt before sunrise or after sunset on any WMA where 
pheasant or quail are stocked during the pheasant or quail 
season (Oct. 15–Nov. 26) except for the hunting of raccoons 
and opossums between 9pm and 3am.

•	Migratory birds ½ hour before sunrise to sunset.

GAME CHECK STATIONS
Hunters who harvest a deer, bear or turkey are required to 
check their game within 48 hours of killing the animal. 
For a complete list of check stations visit the DFW website 
www.mass.gov/masswildlife. For general furbearer checking 
requirements see page 33.

LANDOWNER LIABILITY
Any	landowner	permitting	use	of	his	or	her	
property	for	recreation	without	charging	a	
fee	is	not	liable	for	injuries	to	recreational	
users	of	the	property	except	in	cases	of	
willful,	wanton	or	reckless	conduct	by	the	
owner.	(MGL Ch. 21 § 17C)

MASSACHUSETTS GUN LAWS
For	more	information	on	Massachusetts	gun	
laws,	contact	the	CHSB,	Firearms	Support	
Services,	200	Arlington	St.,	Suite	2200,	
Chelsea,	MA	02150,	tel.	(617)	660-4780.
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HUNTING PROHIBITIONS
•	Artificial lights for hunting any bird or mammal except 

raccoon and opossum. 

•	Baiting migratory game birds, wild turkey, bear or deer 
any time within 10 days prior to, or during, the hunting 
season. This does not apply to the hunting of crows. 

•	Careless or negligent use of firearms.

•	Choke traps, leghold traps or nets for taking any bird or 
mammal.

•	Crossbows are allowed for certain handicapped persons only 
(see Archery, page 21).

•	Decoys for hunting deer.

•	Discharge of any firearm or release of any arrow upon or 
across any state or hard-surfaced highway, or within 150 
feet of any such highway, or possession of a loaded firearm, 
discharge of a firearm, or hunting on the land of another 
within 500 feet of any dwelling or building in use, except 
as authorized by the owner or occupant thereof. See page 
22 for additional firearms regulations.

•	Electronic calls for hunting migratory game birds, wild 
turkey, or deer. This does not apply to the hunting of crows. 

•	Ferreting: it is unlawful to hunt with a ferret. Possession 
of non-vaccinated/unneutered ferrets/fitches without a 
permit is unlawful.

•	Firearms other than shotguns and bows and arrows are 
prohibited on WMAs stocked with pheasant or quail during 
the pheasant and quail season.

•	Hunting on posted land without permission.

•	Hunting on Sunday.

•	 Importation, transportation, liberation or possession of 
any live vertebrate protected under MGL Ch. 131 except 
under permit from the Director.

•	 It is illegal to import, process or possess whole carcasses 
or parts of any cervids (members of the deer family) from 
states or provinces where Chronic Wasting Disease has been 
detected. It is legal to import meat that is de-boned, cleaned 
skull caps, hides without the head, or a fixed taxidermy 
mount. No live deer, of any species, may be brought into 
Massachusetts for any purpose.

•	 Intoxication and drugs: no person under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or drugs shall hunt, target shoot, carry 
a firearm, bow and arrow, or other weapon.

•	Loaded shotgun or rifle in or on any motor vehicle, recre-
ational vehicle (including snowmobiles), aircraft or motor 
boat, except as stated in the Migratory Game Bird Hunting 
Regulations.

•	Machine guns, fully-automatic firearms, any tracer or 
incendiary ammunition for hunting. 

•	Motor vehicles, recreational vehicles (including snowmo-
biles), and/or aircraft for hunting any bird or mammal.

•	Possession of any protected wildlife and/or wild plants, 
dead or alive, taken from the wild, except by permit.

•	Possession of rifles, handguns, or dogs in any woodland or 
field, or use of same on any game, is prohibited during the 
shotgun deer season except that the use of dogs is lawful 
for hunting waterfowl on coastal waters.

•	Power or sailboats for hunting birds except when beached 
or tied to blind or for retrieving injured birds.

•	Removal of any mammal from walls, or holes in trees, 
ground, or logs.

•	Rifles chambered to take ammunition larger than .22 cali-
ber long rifle rimfire,and pistols and revolvers chambered 
to take ammunition larger than .38 caliber, between the 
hours of ½ hour after sunset and ½ hour before sunrise. 

•	Sale of all species of mammals and birds or parts thereof, 
except heads, hides and hooves of deer.

•	Shotgun ammunition: except as provided below, no species 
other than deer, coyote, or waterfowl may be hunted or 
taken with shot larger than #1 birdshot. Except during the 
prescribed open season when deer may be hunted lawfully 
with a shotgun, a person shall not have in his possession a 
shotgun shell loaded with a rifled slug, single ball, buckshot 
of any size, or any shot larger than or equal to air rifle 
shot in any place where birds or mammals may be found 
except on a skeet, trap, or target range between sunrise 
and sunset, or except for the hunting of coyotes (a) during 
the prescribed open season for coyotes with shot not larger 
than FF; or (b) during the shotgun deer season when coy-
otes may be hunted with archery or shotgun only—using 
slugs, buckshot, or shot of any size; or, except as specified 
in the annual Migratory Game Bird Hunting Regulations. 

•	Swivel or pivot guns for hunting any bird.

•	Taking nests, destroying or disturbing eggs or nests of 
birds protected by law.

•	Target shooting on Sunday except on one’s own property 
or on a recognized trap, skeet or rifle range.

•	Traps for taking birds except under permit. All traps ex-
cept cage or box traps and common mouse or rat traps are 
unlawful for the taking of fur-bearing mammals.

•	Vandalism or damage to property or livestock.

PENALTIES: License revoked for one year in addition to other 
penalties; fines of up to $1,000, restitutions, and /or 1 year 
in jail. Careless and negligent use of firearms; fines of up 
to $500 and /or 6 months imprisonment and loss of license 
for 5 years.

It	is	illegal	to	hunt	MOOSE.

It	is	illegal	to	shoot	HAWKS,	EAGLES,	OWLS	or	
any	other	bird	not	specifically	mentioned	in	
this	Guide	or	in	the	Massachusetts	Migratory	
Game	Bird	Regulations.
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OPEN SEASON 
(All Dates Inclusive)

DAILY BAG 
LIMIT

POSSESSION 
LIMIT

SEASON 
LIMIT

Black Bear Zones 1-9
Sept. 6 – Sept. 24 
Nov. 7 – Nov. 26

See "Black Bear," below. 1

Bear hunting closed during shotgun deer season.

BLACK BEAR
Permit required (see page 9). Hunting allowed in Zones 1–9 
ONLY. Hunting only with rifle .23 caliber or larger, muzzle-
loader .44–.775 caliber, bows with 40 lb. pull or greater, or 
revolvers .357 Magnum or .40 caliber or larger. Revolvers 
permitted during September season only. Use of shotguns and 
use of dogs for training or hunting is prohibited (see Hunting 
Dogs on page 21). Baiting of bears is prohibited. Hunting hours 
close ½ hour after sunset except as noted in WMA Reg. #10 
(page 20). Successful hunters must tag bear immediately (with 
tag attached to permit) and must check in their bear within 
48 hours. Limit 1 bear per year.

CRITTERS OF MASSACHUSETTS
“Critters	of	Massachusetts”	is	a	pocket	guide		
designed	for	kids	but	useful	for	anyone		
wanting	concise	information	about	mammals,	
birds,	and	reptiles	of	Massachusetts.

Available	at	any	DFW	office	or	send	
$5.00	plus	$1.50	postage	and	handling	to	
the	Westborough	Field	Headquarters,	
One	Rabbit	Hill	Rd.,	Westborough,	MA	01581.	

Make	checks	payable	to	Comm.	of	MA—
DFW.

ANIMALS TAGGED FOR RESEARCH
Some	bear,	deer,	moose,	coyotes	and	
other	animals	may	have	ear	tags	or	radio	
collars.	It	is	legal	to	harvest	them.	If	you	
find	or	take	one	of	these	animals,	contact	
DFW’s	Westborough	Field	Headquarters	
(508)	389-6300	immediately.	You	will	be	
asked	for	information	that	will	help	biologists	
determine	the	source	and	status	of	these	
animals	AND	you	will	be	asked	to	return	the	
equipment	to	the	DFW.	Thank	you	for	your	
cooperation.

MASSACHUSETTS OUTDOOR 
RECREATION MAP
The	Massachusetts	Outdoor		
Recreation	Map	features	maps	and	
information	on	Wildlife	Management		
Areas,	State	Forests	and	Parks	and		
Boat	Launch	sites	statewide.

Copies	may	be	obtained	from	DFW	and	
selected	Department	of	Conservation	&	
Recreation	offices.
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If you harvest a bear and would like to KNOW THE AGE OF 
YOUR BEAR, please follow the instructions below.

1 Remove the first premolar (see photo), or ask a DFW 
staff member to collect the tooth. This is a very 
small tooth, just behind the large canine tooth. It 
does not matter if you take the left or the right tooth. 
However, the root is the most important part. Do not 
break the tooth.

2 Using a small sharp knife, or a sharp ¼-inch wood 
chisel, slide the blade down the side of the tooth and 
cut or separate the gum tissue where it sticks to the 
tooth. Using a small needle-nose pliers or the pliers 
on your multi-tool, wiggle the tooth slightly until 
you can pull it out of the jawbone and the gum. The 
tooth is only about ½-inch (or less) in length. Go 
easy and do not break it.

3 Put the tooth in the fish-scale envelope provided, or 
other small envelope, and mark it with your name 
and the seal number of your bear. Put the small 
envelope in a regular mailing envelope and send 
it to: Bear Project, Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, 
1 Rabbit Hill Rd., Westboro, MA 01581. Be sure that 
you enclose your name and mailing address.

4 All bear teeth are sent for processing in January, 
after all teeth from both the September and November 
parts of the season are received. The ages are then 
received by the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife in 
May or June, and you will be sent the age of your 
bear at that time.



OPEN SEASON 
(All Dates Inclusive)

DAILY BAG 
LIMIT

POSSESSION 
LIMIT

SEASON 
LIMIT

UPLAND GAME BIRDS*

Crow
Jan. 1 – Apr. 9 

Jul. 1 – Apr. 10, 2012
— — —

Pheasant
Oct. 15 – Nov. 26 2 4 6

Youth Hunt See page 37.

Quail Oct. 15 – Nov. 26 4 8 20

Ruffed Grouse Oct. 15 – Nov. 26 3 6 15

Wild Turkey

Spring: Zones 1–13 Apr. 25 – May 21

See "Wild Turkey," below.Fall: Zones 1–9; 13 Oct. 31 – Nov. 5

Youth Hunt: Zones 1-13 April 23 (special restrictions apply**)

  Upland game bird hunting is closed during shotgun deer season.
 * Migratory game birds (includes waterfowl, woodcock, snipe, rails): Seasons set annually. see Migratory Bird Abstracts.
 ** Must have completed the youth turkey hunt program (page 38).

CROW
May be hunted on Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays only 
during the open season. Electronic calls, rifles, and bait are 
permissible. Hunting hours close ½ hour after sunset except 
as noted in WMA Reg. #10 (see page 20).

PHEASANT
Zone from the New Hampshire border south on I-95 to I-495 
south to I-95, north on I-95 to I-93/128, east on I-93/128 to 
Rte. 3, south on Rte. 3 to Rte. 228, north on 228 to the Hull 
town line. Cocks and hens may be hunted west of the zone 
line and on all WMAs. Cocks only may be hunted east of 
the zone line including Hull and in Dukes and Nantucket 
counties. See WMA Reg. #10 (see page 20).

QUAIL
Zones 11–14 only. See WMA Reg. #10 (see page 20).

RUFFED GROUSE
See WMA Reg. #10 (see page 20).

WILD TURKEY
Permit required. Official safety sticker must be adhered to fire-
arm in such a manner as to be visible when hunter is sighting 
down the barrel. If new or replacement sticker is needed, send 
self-addressed stamped envelope to DFW's Field Headquarters 
office. Spring hunting hours: ½ hour before sunrise to 12:00 
noon. Fall hunting hours: ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after 
sunset except as noted in WMA Reg. #10 (page 20). 

Bag limit: (a) 2 bearded birds in spring season (1 per day) 
with NO fall bird allowed, OR (b) 1 bearded bird in spring 
season, and 1 bird of either sex in fall season. No hunter may 
take 2 birds in the fall season. Hunting only with shotguns 
no larger than 10 gauge (.775 caliber for smoothbore muzzle-
loaders) and restricted to shot sizes #4–#6, or with bows 40 
lbs. pull or greater. Electronic calls, dogs, bait, driving pro-
hibited. Successful hunters must tag bird immediately (with 
tag attached to license) and check the bird within 48 hours.

WATERFOWL CONSUMPTION ADVISORY
The	Massachusetts	Department	of	Public	
Health	(DPH)	has	issued	a	waterfowl	
consumption	advisory	for	the	Housatonic	
River	due	to	PCBs.	For	more	information	
call	the	DPH	at	(617)	624-5757	or	visit	
www.mass.gov/dph.

SPECIAL UPLAND BIRD HUNTING OPTION
Licensed	hunters	may	submit	an	application	
to	DFW	District	offices	for	a	free	1	day	permit	
that	allows	the	private	purchase,	liberation,	
and	hunting	of	ring-necked	pheasants	and/
or	bobwhite	quail	on	selected	WMAs	from	
January	1–March	31.	If	purchasing	birds	
from	out	of	state,	a	separate	importation	
permit	is	required.	Permits	are	issued	on	a	
first-come	first-served	basis;	only	one	party	
may	schedule	a	hunt	on	each	specific	WMA	
per	day.	There	is	no	minimum	or	maximum	
stocking	limit,	or	daily/season	bag	limit.	For	
a	complete	list	of	procedures	associated	
with	this	permit,	contact	a	DFW	district	office.	
WMAs	currently	designated	for	hunting	
under	this	special	permit	are:

Crane	WMA,	Southeast	District

Erwin	Wilder	WMA,	Southeast	District

Martin	Burns	WMA,	Northeast	District

Bolton	Flats	WMA,	Central	District

Winnimusset	WMA,	Central	District

Herm	Covey	WMA,	CT	Valley	District

Housatonic	Valley	WMA,	Western	District
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DIFFERENTIATING HENS (FEMALES) FROM TOMS (MALES) during 
the spring hunting season: Up to 8% of female turkeys 
may have a beard and may be legally harvested. However, 
their loss reduces the reproductive potential of the turkey 
population. To avoid misidentification, use the following 
features to positively identify a gobbler from a hen.

FEATURE GOBBLER HEN

Head Red, blue, or white colors with snood Blue-gray, no snood

Body Dark, brown-black Light, rusty brown

Beard Long bristle/filament like beard Usually no beard

Spurs Present Usually absent

Calls Gobble, drum Yelps, clucks, cuts

Strut Strut with tail fan and wing drop Do not strut

Size Larger than hen 1⁄2 to 2⁄3 size of gobbler

MIGRATORY BIRD REGULATIONS
A	2011	Harvest	Information	Program	
(H.I.P.)	number	is	required	for	ALL	migratory	
bird	hunters	for	each	calendar	year.	This	
includes	woodcock,	rail,	snipe	and	coot	
hunters.	The	number	is	valid	for	the	entire	
calendar	year	in	Massachusetts	and	is	
free.	You	need	a	hunting	license	in	order	
to	receive	an	H.I.P.	number.	A	separate	
H.I.P.	number	is	required	for	each	state	in	
which	you	hunt	migratory	game	birds	and	
a	separate	number	is	required	for	each	
calendar	year.

In	Massachusetts,	call:		
1-800-WETLAND	(1-800-938-5263)	or	receive	
a	Massachusetts	H.I.P.	number	when	you	
purchase	a	state	duck	stamp	online.

Migratory	Game	Bird	Hunting	regulations	are	
published	separately	in	September.

FALCONRY
Hunting	with	Falcons	is	allowed	under	a	
special	permit	from	the	DFW;	see	dates	and	
regulations	in	the	Migratory	Bird	Regulations	
issued	in	September	of	each	year.
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OPEN SEASON 
(All Dates Inclusive)

DAILY BAG 
LIMIT

POSSESSION 
LIMIT

SEASON 
LIMIT

Deer

Archery Oct. 17 – Nov. 26

See "Deer," below and pages 39–40.
2 Antlered deer + 

antlerless deer  
by permit

Shotgun Nov. 28 – Dec. 10

Primitive Firearms Dec. 12 – Dec. 31

DEER
Hunting hours begin ½ hour before sunrise and close ½ 
hour after sunset except as noted in WMA Reg. #10 (page 20).

ANTLERED DEER: Any deer with at least 1 antler 3 inches long 
measured on a straight line from the center of the anterior 
(front) base of the antler burr to the tip. 

ANTLERLESS DEER: A permit is required to harvest antlerless 
deer during any season in all zones (see page 20). Only one 
application per person. Applications must be postmarked 
no later than July 16th. Incomplete or late applications will 
not be accepted. Additional permits may be available for 
certain zones. Permits are accompanied by a zone-specific 
tag, are valid in any deer season, and must be in the hunter’s 
possession while hunting.

NOTE: Each antlerless deer permit is valid for one antlerless 
deer, increasing the seasonal bag limit for anyone possessing 
an antlerless deer permit. If you hunt during the archery, 
shotgun, or muzzleloader seasons, you must have a permit 
to take an antlerless deer. The number of deer a hunter may 
harvest statewide depends on the number of antlerless deer 
permits purchased. A hunter may possess antlerless deer 
permits for more than one zone. For example, if a hunter 
applies for a permit for Zone 5 and receives a permit, he/she 
may purchase additional permits for a zone that has permits 
available (e.g. Zone 14). Permit availability depends on 
permit allocation and the number of applicants. Permits for 
undersubscribed zones will go on sale on October 11, 2011 
on a first-come-first-served basis.

TAGGING REQUIREMENTS: Immediately upon killing a deer and 
prior to moving it (during any deer season), the tag portion 
must be separated from the license or antlerless deer permit, 
filled out, and attached to the deer in a conspicuous manner. 
Deer must be checked within 48 hours. Deer must not be 
possessed, transported, or under a person's control unless 
the deer, or a part of the deer, is open to view. However, 
after the deer has been checked, the deer may be concealed.

DURING SHOTGUN DEER SEASON hunters may use shotguns not 
larger than 10 gauge, bows and arrows, or muzzleloaders 
not smaller than .44 caliber, or larger than .775 caliber. This 
includes modern muzzleloaders, hinge action muzzleload-
ers, muzzleloaders with telescopic sights, and permits the 
use of sabot rounds. Rifled barrel shotguns are legal during 
shotgun deer season.

All deer hunters, including bowhunters, must wear a 

minimum of 500 square inches of “hunter orange” on their 
head, chest, and back during shotgun and muzzleloader 
seasons. Cap and vest will suffice.

The possession of rifles, handguns, or dogs in any woodland 
or field, or use of same on any game, is prohibited during 
the shotgun deer season except that the use of dogs is lawful 
for hunting waterfowl on coastal waters.

DAILY BAG: The daily bag limit is determined by the number of 
valid tags a hunter possesses. However a hunter possessing 
1 unchecked deer may take only 1 additional deer before 
checking the first deer at an official check station. No hunter 
may have more than 2 unsealed deer in possession at any time. 
All deer must be checked within 48 hours of being killed.

ANNUAL BAG: Two antlered deer, and as many antlerless deer 
as the hunter has valid permits for, provided that:
•	Hunters may purchase additional antlerless deer permits 

for available zones.

•	Hunters may take a maximum of 2 deer in the Quabbin 
Reservation, both of which may be antlerless, provided 
the hunter obtains a second antlerless deer permit after 
checking the first antlerless deer at a Quabbin check station. 
Antlerless deer taken in the Quabbin are not considered 
part of the statewide bag limit. Antlered deer taken in the 
Quabbin are part of the statewide bag limit.

DURING MUZZLELOADER DEER SEASON hunters may use only 
shoulder-fired muzzleloaders .44 caliber to .775 caliber; barrel 
length 18 inches or more with only one barrel operational. 
Inline ignition systems are permitted providing rifle loads 
from the muzzle. Hinge action (break open) muzzleloaders 
are NOT permitted. Single projectile only (no buckshot). Sabot 
rounds, 209 primers, and scopes are legal. Powder limited to 
black powder, pyrodex or other approved substitutes. Firearm 
is considered unloaded when cap or pan powder is removed. 
Primitive Firearms Stamp required. Archers may hunt dur-
ing the muzzleloader firearms season but must purchase a 
Primitive Firearms Stamp and wear at least 500 square inches 
of hunter orange on head, back, and chest.

DRIVING DEER while hunting is lawful.

IMPORTATION OF DEER PARTS from states or provinces where 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) has been detected is illegal. 
It is legal to import meat that is de-boned, cleaned skull caps, 
hides without the head, or a fixed taxidermy mount. No live 
deer, of any species, may be brought into Massachusetts for 
any purpose.
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QUABBIN CONTROLLED DEER HUNT: Call the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation at (413) 323-7221 in July for 
information. Must submit an application by Aug. 15.

PARAPLEGIC SPORTSMEN'S HUNT: There is a special deer hunt 
for paraplegic sportsmen Nov. 3–5, 2011. Contact DFW Field 
Headquarters (508) 389-6300 or visit the DFW website 
(www.mass.gov/masswildlife) for more information.

SPECIAL HUNTS
•	Quabbin	Controlled	Deer	Hunt,	see	page	28

•	Paraplegic	Sportsmen's	Deer	Hunt,		
see	page	28

•	Youth	Pheasant	Hunt,	see	page	37

•	Youth	Turkey	Hunt,	see	page	38

•	Youth	Waterfowl	Hunting	Dates,	see	
Migratory	Game	Bird	Hunting	Regulations	
(available	in	September)
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OPEN SEASON 
(All Dates Inclusive)

DAILY BAG 
LIMIT

POSSESSION 
LIMIT

SEASON 
LIMIT

RABBITS & SQUIRRELS

Cottontail  
Rabbit

Zones 1-12
Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 

Oct. 15 – Feb. 29, 2012
5 10 —

Zones 13 and 14
Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 

Nov. 15 – Feb. 29, 2012
5 10 —

Snowshoe Hare

Zones 1–4
Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 

Oct. 15 – Feb. 29, 2012
2 4 —

Zones 5–12
Jan. 1 – Feb. 5 

Oct. 15 – Feb. 4, 2012
2 4 —

Zones 13 and 14
Jan. 1 – Feb. 5 

Nov. 15 – Feb. 4 , 2012
2 4 —

Jackrabbit Zone 14 Nov. 15 – Dec. 31 1 2 —

Gray Squirrel
Zones 1–9 Sept. 12 – Jan. 2 , 2012 5 10 —

Zones 10–14 Oct. 15 – Jan. 2 , 2012 5 10 —

GRAY SQUIRREL
Rifles and handguns are permitted in Zones 1–9; prohibited 
in Zones 10–14. No person shall hunt by any means other 
than shotgun or bow and arrow during the pheasant and 
quail seasons, on areas stocked with pheasant or quail (see 
WMA regulation #9 page 20).

Hunting hours for gray squirrel are from ½ hour before 
sunrise to ½ hour after sunset except that no person shall 
hunt on Wildlife Management Areas where pheasant and 
quail are stocked during the open season on pheasant and 
quail (Oct. 15 – Nov. 26) except for the hunting of raccoons 
and opossums between 9pm and 3am.

Rabbit, jackrabbit, hare and squirrel hunting are closed during shotgun deer season.

COTTONTAIL RABBIT
Cottontail	rabbit	hunters	can	help	
MassWildlife	study	the	distribution	of	
cottontail	rabbits	across	the	state	by	
participating	in	the	head	collection	survey.	
For	over	50	years,	MassWildlife	has	
conducted	a	periodic	assessment	of	the	
distribution	of	cottontails	through	a	review	
of	hunter	collected	specimens.	Successful	
hunters	can	bring	harvested	cottontail	heads	
to	the	local	district	office	or	to	the	Field	
Headquarters	in	Westborough.	Information	
that	will	be	collected	includes	date	of	
harvest,	method	of	hunting,	and	location	of	
harvest.

NO HUNTING ON SUNDAY
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OPEN SEASON 
(All Dates Inclusive)

DAILY BAG 
LIMIT

POSSESSION 
LIMIT

SEASON 
LIMIT

 REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS

 Bullfrog and Green Frog Jul. 16 – Sept. 30 12 24 —

 Snapping Turtle Jan. 1 – Dec. 31 — — —

BULLFROG, GREEN FROG, SNAPPING TURTLE
No license required. Minimum size for frogs is 3 inches 
snout to vent.

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS: No open season on state-listed 
species, spotted turtles, eastern hog-nosed snakes, four-toed 
salamanders, spotted salamanders, northern leopard frogs, 
and spring salamanders; hunting, taking, possessing alive 
prohibited. Possession limit of 2 on all other species except 
bullfrog, green frog and snapping turtle.

Bring	the	excitement	of	Massachusetts'	
wildlife	to	your	home	by	subscribing	to	
Massachusetts	Wildlife	magazine.
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RECREATION VEHICLES
(ATVs, OHVs, dirt bikes, etc.)
Recreation	vehicles	are	inherently	
damaging	to	most	environments	in	which	
they	are	operated.	It	is	illegal	to	operate	
any	motorized	vehicle	on	any	WMA	or	
other	property	owned	or	controlled	by	
the	DFW;	on	most	state	park	and	state	
forest	lands;	and	it	is	illegal	to	operate	
them	on	private	lands	without	the	written	
permission	of	the	landowner.	Moreover,	
legislation	enacted	in	2010	(Chapter	202	of	
the	Acts	of	2010)	strengthens	the	regulation	
of	these	recreation	vehicles,	increases	
penalties	for	violations,	prohibits	the	
unauthorized	use	of	recreation	vehicles	on	
public	property;	imposes	new	operator	
age	restrictions,	which	may	be	further	
modified	by	the	MA	Environmental	Police	
(MEP)	through	regulation;	and	establishes	
a	fund	to	support	riding	opportunities	and	
law	enforcement	and	regulatory	activities.	
For	more	information,	contact	the	Safety	
Bureau	in	MEP	at	(508)	759-0002,	or	go	to	
www.state.ma.us/dfwele/dle	and	click	on	
the	Safety	Bureau.

http://www.state.ma.us/dfwele/dle


OPEN SEASON 
(All Dates Inclusive)

DAILY BAG 
LIMIT

POSSESSION 
LIMIT

SEASON 
LIMIT

FURBEARERS

Bobcat Zones 1-8
Jan. 1 – Mar. 8 

Dec. 20 – Mar. 8, 2012
— — —

Coyote
Jan. 1 – Mar. 8 

Oct. 15 – Mar. 8, 2012
— — —

Fox (red or gray)
Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 

Nov. 1 – Feb. 29, 2012
— — —

Raccoon
Jan. 1 – Jan. 31 

Oct. 1 – Jan. 31, 2012
3 — —

Opossum
Jan. 1 – Jan. 31 

Oct. 1 – Jan. 31, 2012
— — —

BOBCAT
Hunting hours ½ hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset. 
Hunting is limited to Zones 1-8. All bobcats taken must be 
checked within 4 working days of the end of the season 
(see page 33).

COYOTE & FOX
Hunting hours begin ½ hour before sunrise and end at mid-
night, except 1) on WMAs stocked with pheasant or quail 
during the pheasant and quail season when hunting hours 
begin at sunrise and end at sunset and 2) when hunting 
coyote during the shotgun deer season (see below). Coyote 
and fox may be hunted with shotguns, muzzleloaders and 
archery, as well as rifles and handguns with special night-
time restrictions (see page 23). Coyotes may be hunted with 
shotguns using numbered or lettered birdshot (≤ 0.230 inch 
pellet diameter), except during the shotgun deer season (see 
below). Fox may be hunted with numbered birdshot only (≤ 
0.160 inch pellet diameter). It is legal to hunt coyote and 
fox using bait, decoys, electronic or manual calls and dogs. 
Artificial lights are prohibited. Coyote and fox pelts must 
be checked within 4 working days of the end of the season 
(see page 33). It is legal to hunt coyotes, but not fox, during 
the shotgun deer season; however the following additional 
regulations apply: 

•	Hunting hours begin ½ hour before sunrise and end ½ 
hour after sunset.

•	Use of manual or electronic calls and dogs are prohibited.

•	Rifles and handguns are prohibited.

•	Shotguns and muzzleloaders loaded with slugs, single balls 
or buckshot may also be used. 

•	Hunters must wear a minimum of 500 square inches of 
hunter orange on their head, chest and back.

RACCOON
Limit of 3 raccoons from sunset of 1 day to sunset of following 
day by 1 person; limit of 6 by 2 or more persons hunting in 
same group. Night hunting on WMAs (except Delaney and Flint 
Pond WMAs) is permitted from sunset to sunrise except from 
Oct. 15 to Nov. 26 on areas stocked with pheasant or quail, when  
raccoon may be hunted only from 9pm to 3am.

OPOSSUM
No bag limit on opossum. Night hunting on WMAs (except 
Delaney and Flint Pond WMAs) is permitted from sunset to 
sunrise except from Oct. 15 to Nov. 26 on areas stocked with 
pheasant or quail, when opossum may be hunted only from 
9pm to 3am.
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OPEN SEASON 

(All Dates Inclusive)

TRAPPING SPECIES

Bobcat*, Coyote*, Fox*, Weasel Nov. 1 – Nov. 30

Fisher* Nov. 1 – Nov. 22

Mink*, River Otter* Nov. 1 – Dec. 15

Beaver*
Jan. 1 – April 15 

Nov. 1 – April 15, 2012

Muskrat, Opossum,  
Raccoon, Skunk

Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 
Nov. 1 – Feb. 29, 2012

* Pelt sealing required; see page 33.

Catch of any species other than beaver or muskrat while 
trapping with a 10 day emergency permit must be turned 
over to the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

TRAP TYPES
The only traps which may be used for the taking of fur-
bearing mammals are cage or box type traps and common 
rat traps. Hancock and Bailey traps may be used only when 
the trapper has been trained in their use and may be used 
only for taking beaver. A trapper using these traps must 
carry with him/her a certificate of completion of the course 
on Hancock and Bailey traps. Common rat traps may be used 
for the taking of weasels only.

Steel-jaw foothold traps, padded jaw traps, body-gripping 
(Conibear) traps (see below), snares, deadfalls, and any traps 
other than those specified above are prohibited. Such traps 
may not be set, tended, used, or possessed in the field. 

There is a detailed procedure for obtaining a special per-
mit to use a body gripping (Conibear) trap for certain types 
of wildlife damage. Contact your local DFW District Office 
for details.

REPORTING STOLEN TRAPS: A trapper must report loss or theft 
of a trap in writing to the Office of Law Enforcement within 
48 hours of the loss or theft, or remain responsible for its 
use. The report should include the number and type of traps, 
the date, time, place and circumstances of the loss or theft. 
Such reports must be signed under the pains and penalties 
of perjury. Stolen traps should be reported to:

COASTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT: 
Mass. Environmental Police 
Office of Law Enforcement 
Attn: Trap Loss 
Bldg. #45, 349 Lincoln St. 
Hingham, MA 02043

INLAND LAW ENFORCEMENT: 
Mass. Environmental Police 
Office of Law Enforcement 
Attn: Trap Loss 
183 Milk Street 
Westborough, MA 01581

STAKING is not a recognized practice and conveys no special 
trapping privileges.

BOBCAT
Bobcat may be taken by trapping in Wildlife Management 
Zones 1–8. Pelts must be sealed within 4 working days of 
the end of the season.

SALE OF PELTS
EXPORTING RAW FURS: When shipping raw fur pelts by any 
carrier, the contents of the package and the shipper’s hunting 
or trapping license number must be listed on the outside of 
the package.

The destruction or removal of any identifying tag or label 
that is attached to a container in which skins are shipped 
is unlawful.

All river otter and bobcat require CITES tags to be lawfully 
exported for sale.

PELTS of coyote, wild fox, wild mink, gray wolf, bobcat, lynx, 
fisher, marten, river otter, or beaver may not be sold in Mas-
sachusetts unless tagged by the state or province of origin.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND REPORTING VIOLATIONS
Know the current laws and regulations before you trap. 
If you are aware of illegal trapping activities, or suspect 
a violation of any wildlife law, Environmental Police 
Officers can be reached at (800) 632-8075 (toll free)  
or (617) 727-6398.

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES: Trapping licenses can be revoked 
for one year in addition to other penalties and fines as well 
as restitutions of up to $1000 and/or six months in jail. 
Traps and other equipment can be seized and forfeited to 
the Commonwealth. In addition, Problem Animal Control 
Licenses and/or Furbuyer licenses can be revoked, plus fines 
and penalties assessed, and additionally, fur products can be 
seized and forfeited to the Commonwealth.

TRAP REGISTRATION
All traps used on the land of another must have a valid 
registration number embedded or cut into the trap. The as-
signed number, including letter and figures, must be at least 
⅛ inches high and legible at all times. The trap must also 
have attached a metal tag bearing the owner’s name, town 
and registration number. Once obtained, your registration 
number is yours for life, but must be renewed every two 
years. To trap on another's land, a trapper must maintain a 
current certification of that registration number. Registration 
numbers are available from the Boston office of the DFW. 
The annual fee for trap registration is $5.00. Renewal fee is 
$5.00. Make check payable to Comm. of MA—DFW.



Trapping
PELT SEALING
Beaver, bobcat, coyote, fisher, fox, mink, and river otter 
pelts must be sealed within four working days of the end of 
the season. Pelt sealing is not required for muskrat, opos-
sum, raccoon, skunk, or weasel.

FURBEARER CHECK STATIONS
Check stations are located at all Wildlife District Headquarters, 
Bitzer and Sunderland State Fish Hatcheries, Newbury WMA 
Headquarters, and Westborough Field Headquarters (Monday–
Friday excluding holidays). Coyotes may be checked at other 
locations; visit our website at www.mass.gov/masswildlife or 
call Westborough Field Headquarters. See list of check sta-
tions at right. Call check station prior to bringing animals 
for sealing.

MANDATORY TRAPPER EDUCATION
The trapper education course is mandatory for: 
•	all first-time trappers before they may obtain a trap 

registration number or trap on the land of another.

•	all first-time Problem Animal Control Agents.

•	anyone planning to use a Bailey or Hancock trap. Bailey 
and Hancock traps may not be used, set, tended, or placed 
unless the trapper has successfully completed a training 
course in their use. The Bailey and Hancock certificate 
must be carried when using such traps. 

Trapper Education must be taken in Massachusetts. To regis-
ter for a Trapper Education course call the Hunter Education 
program at (978) 772-0693.

FURBEARER CHECK STATIONS
Check	stations	are	open	Monday–Friday	
(excluding	holidays).	Call	check	stations	prior	to	
bringing	pelts	in	for	sealing.	Some	deer	check	
stations	may	also	check	coyotes.

The	following	are	Division	furbearer	check	
stations:	

Western	District—Dalton	..............................(413)	684-1646	

Conn.	Valley	District—Belchertown	............(413)	323-7632

Central	District—West	Boylston	..................(508)	835-3607

Northeast	District—Ayer	...............................(978)	772-2145

Southeast	District—Buzzards	Bay	................(508)	759-3406

Sunderland	Hatchery—Sunderland............(413)	665-4680

Bitzer	Fish	Hatchery—Montague	................(413)	367-2477

Martin	Burns	WMA	Hqtrs—Newbury	..........(978)	465-8012

DFW	Field	Hqtrs—Westborough	................(508)	389-6300
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PROBLEM ANIMAL  
CONTROL AGENTS 
Problem Animal Control (PAC) agents are private individuals 
licensed by the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife to assist 
the public in situations involving sick animals or animals 
causing property damage. If you are experiencing wildlife 
damage and wish to contract with a PAC agent, a listing can 
be found on the DFW website www.mass.gov/masswildlife in 
the Wildlife area. Individuals interested in becoming a PAC 
agent can obtain information on the licensing process from 
this same area, or call the Westborough Field Headquarters 
at (508) 389-6300.
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TRAPPING PROHIBITIONS— 
IT IS ILLEGAL TO:
1 Trap before 6:00am on opening day of any trapping season.

2 Possess or have under his control a trap on land of an-
other in any place where fur-bearing mammals might be 
found between April 16 of any year and 6:00am on the 
following November 1.

3 Possess the green pelt of any fur-bearing mammal or any 
part of such pelt except during the open season for such 
mammal and for ten days thereafter.

4 Possess or have under his control an unregistered trap 
on land of another.

5 Possess or have under control the registered trap of an-
other, unless he has entered into a trapping partnership 
through the Boston Office as provided in M.G.L. c131 § 
80 and 321 CMR 3.02(5)(e)14.

6 Trap on posted land of another without the written per-
mission of the owner or tenant of such land.

7 Trap in a public way, cart road, path or other way com-
monly used as a passageway for human beings or domestic 
animals.

8 Tear open, disturb, or destroy a muskrat lodge, beaver 
lodge or beaver dam, except as provided in 321 CMR 2.08. 

9 Use poison or trap with a trap designed to take more than 
one mammal at a time.

10 Trap on land with a Bailey or Hancock beaver trap or other 
suitcase type cage trap of similar design, except when set 
upon a beaver dam or beaver lodge, snag, stump, rock, 
or other above-water protrusion entirely or substantially 
surrounded by water, or, when the pan of such trap is not 
completely submerged. 

11 Trap with a Bailey or Hancock beaver trap or other suitcase 
type cage trap of similar design without having completed 
a training session and having been issued a certificate 
of completion as provided for in 321 CMR 3.02(5)(c)2., 
or to fail to carry such certificate on one's person when 
using such traps.

12 Fail to visit and remove all animals trapped in, at least 
once in each calendar day between the hours of 4:00am 
and 10:00pm, all traps by him staked out, set, used, 
tended, placed, or maintained.

13 Destroy, mutilate, spring, or remove the trap of another. 

14 Take any fur-bearing mammal from the trap of another 
unless he has on his person a specific written authorization 
to do so, signed by the owner of such trap. The owner of 
traps may give such authorization to any person licensed 
to trap under M.G.L. c. 131 for a period not to exceed one 
week from the day the traps were last tended, provided 
that notice of the giving of such authorization including 
the name and trapping license number of the person so 
authorized shall be given to the regional Environmental 
Police Officer and to the Director within 24 hours of the 
giving of such authorization.

15 Set, use, place, locate, tend, or maintain a trap not bearing 
on a metal tag the name, town of residence and trap reg-
istration number of the person or persons using the same 
in a manner as to be legible at all times. Said registration 
number shall be permanently embedded in or marked on 
the traps with letters and figures not less than 1⁄8 inches 
high in such a manner as to be legible at all times.

16 Trap fur-bearing mammals with any trap other than a 
cage or box type trap, or a common rat trap.

17 Pick up any road-killed furbearers during the closed 
season, or to pick up road-killed furbearers during the 
open season without a valid hunting or trapping license 
as appropriate to that species and season.

18 Alter, tamper with, or reapply a furbearer tag or seal, or 
possess any altered or resealed tag, or possess any pelt 
bearing an altered or resealed tag or seal.

RABIES
Rabies	in	wild	mammals	has	been	confirmed	
in	all	counties	in	Massachusetts	EXCEPT	
Dukes	and	Nantucket.	Wear	rubber	gloves	
when	skinning	furbearers.	If	you	believe	you	
have	been	exposed	to	a	rabid	animal,	scrub	
the	area	thoroughly	with	soap	and	water	
and	seek	medical	attention	immediately.	
Isolate	and	preserve	the	dead	animal	by	
refrigeration	as	soon	as	possible.	Contact	
your	local	Board	of	Health.	

http://www.mass.gov/masswildlife


2011 SUNRISE-SUNSET TABLE for WORCESTER, Massachusetts

Sunrise-Sunset
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Day

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set

AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM AM PM

1 7:16 4:25 7:01 5:01 6:23 5:37 5:30 6:13 4:43 6:46 4:13 7:17 4:14 7:28 4:40 7:07 5:12 6:22 5:44 5:29 6:20 4:41 6:56 4:16

2 7:16 4:26 7:00 5:02 6:22 5:38 5:29 6:14 4:42 6:47 4:13 7:18 4:15 7:27 4:41 7:06 5:13 6:20 5:45 5:28 6:21 4:40 6:57 4:16

3 7:16 4:27 6:59 5:04 6:20 5:39 5:27 6:15 4:41 6:48 4:13 7:18 4:15 7:27 4:42 7:05 5:14 6:18 5:46 5:26 6:22 4:39 6:58 4:15

4 7:16 4:28 6:58 5:05 6:18 5:40 5:25 6:16 4:39 6:50 4:12 7:19 4:16 7:27 4:43 7:03 5:15 6:17 5:47 5:24 6:24 4:37 6:59 4:15

5 7:16 4:29 6:57 5:06 6:17 5:42 5:24 6:17 4:38 6:51 4:12 7:20 4:17 7:27 4:44 7:02 5:16 6:15 5:48 5:22 6:25 4:36 7:00 4:15

6 7:16 4:30 6:56 5:08 6:15 5:43 5:22 6:18 4:37 6:52 4:11 7:21 4:17 7:26 4:45 7:01 5:17 6:13 5:49 5:21 6:26 4:35 7:01 4:15

7 7:16 4:31 6:54 5:09 6:13 5:44 5:20 6:19 4:35 6:53 4:11 7:21 4:18 7:26 4:46 7:00 5:18 6:11 5:51 5:19 6:27 4:34 7:02 4:15

8 7:16 4:32 6:53 5:10 6:12 5:45 5:19 6:21 4:34 6:54 4:11 7:22 4:18 7:26 4:47 6:58 5:19 6:10 5:52 5:17 6:29 4:33 7:03 4:15

9 7:16 4:33 6:52 5:12 6:10 5:46 5:17 6:22 4:33 6:55 4:11 7:22 4:19 7:25 4:48 6:57 5:21 6:08 5:53 5:16 6:30 4:32 7:04 4:15

10 7:15 4:34 6:51 5:13 6:08 5:48 5:15 6:23 4:32 6:56 4:11 7:23 4:20 7:25 4:49 6:56 5:22 6:06 5:54 5:14 6:31 4:31 7:05 4:15

11 7:15 4:35 6:49 5:14 6:07 5:49 5:14 6:24 4:31 6:57 4:10 7:23 4:21 7:24 4:50 6:54 5:23 6:05 5:55 5:12 6:32 4:30 7:06 4:15

12 7:15 4:36 6:48 5:15 6:05 5:50 5:12 6:25 4:30 6:58 4:10 7:24 4:21 7:24 4:51 6:53 5:24 6:03 5:56 5:11 6:34 4:29 7:07 4:15

13 7:15 4:38 6:47 5:17 6:03 5:51 5:10 6:26 4:29 6:59 4:10 7:24 4:22 7:23 4:52 6:51 5:25 6:01 5:57 5:09 6:35 4:28 7:07 4:15

14 7:14 4:39 6:45 5:18 6:02 5:52 5:09 6:27 4:27 7:00 4:10 7:25 4:23 7:23 4:53 6:50 5:26 5:59 5:58 5:08 6:36 4:27 7:08 4:15

15 7:14 4:40 6:44 5:19 6:00 5:53 5:07 6:28 4:26 7:01 4:10 7:25 4:24 7:22 4:54 6:49 5:27 5:57 6:00 5:06 6:37 4:26 7:09 4:16

16 7:13 4:41 6:43 5:21 5:58 5:55 5:05 6:29 4:25 7:02 4:10 7:26 4:25 7:21 4:55 6:47 5:28 5:56 6:01 5:04 6:39 4:25 7:10 4:16

17 7:13 4:42 6:41 5:22 5:56 5:56 5:04 6:31 4:24 7:03 4:10 7:26 4:25 7:21 4:56 6:46 5:29 5:54 6:02 5:03 6:40 4:24 7:10 4:4:

18 7:12 4:43 6:40 5:23 5:55 5:57 5:02 6:32 4:23 7:04 4:10 7:26 4:26 7:20 4:57 6:44 5:30 5:52 6:03 5:01 6:41 4:23 7:11 4:17

19 7:12 4:45 6:38 5:24 5:53 5:58 5:01 6:33 4:23 7:05 4:10 7:27 4:27 7:19 4:58 6:43 5:31 5:50 6:04 5:00 6:42 4:22 7:12 4:17

20 7:11 4:46 6:37 5:26 5:51 5:59 4:59 6:34 4:22 7:06 4:11 7:27 4:28 7:19 4:59 6:41 5:32 5:49 6:05 4:58 6:44 4:22 7:12 4:17

21 7:10 4:47 6:35 5:27 5:49 6:00 4:58 6:35 4:21 7:07 4:11 7:27 4:29 7:18 5:01 6:40 5:33 5:47 6:07 4:57 6:45 4:21 7:13 4:18

22 7:10 4:48 6:34 5:28 5:48 6:01 4:56 6:36 4:20 7:08 4:11 7:27 4:30 7:17 5:02 6:38 5:34 5:45 6:08 4:55 6:46 4:20 7:13 4:18

23 7:09 4:50 6:32 5:29 5:46 6:02 4:55 6:37 4:19 7:09 4:11 7:28 4:31 7:16 5:03 6:36 5:35 5:43 6:09 4:54 6:47 4:20 7:14 4:19

24 7:08 4:51 6:31 5:31 5:44 6:04 4:53 6:38 4:18 7:10 4:11 7:28 4:32 7:15 5:04 6:35 5:36 5:42 6:10 4:52 6:48 4:19 7:14 4:19

25 7:07 4:52 6:29 5:32 5:43 6:05 4:52 6:40 4:18 7:11 4:12 7:28 4:33 7:14 5:05 6:33 5:37 5:40 6:11 4:51 6:49 4:19 7:14 4:20

26 7:07 4:53 6:28 5:33 5:41 6:06 4:50 6:41 4:17 7:12 4:12 7:28 4:34 7:13 5:06 6:32 5:38 5:38 6:13 4:49 6:51 4:18 7:15 4:21

27 7:06 4:55 6:26 5:34 5:39 6:07 4:49 6:42 4:16 7:13 4:13 7:28 4:35 7:12 5:07 6:30 5:40 5:36 6:14 4:48 6:52 4:18 7:15 4:21

28 7:05 4:56 6:25 5:36 5:37 6:08 4:47 6:43 4:16 7:14 4:13 7:28 4:36 7:11 5:08 6:28 5:41 5:35 6:15 4:47 6:53 4:17 7:15 4:22

29 7:04 4:57 — 5:36 6:09 4:46 6:44 4:15 7:15 4:13 7:28 4:37 7:10 5:09 6:27 5:42 5:33 6:16 4:45 6:54 4:17 7:16 4:23

30 7:03 4:59 — 5:34 6:10 4:45 6:45 4:15 7:15 4:14 7:28 4:38 7:09 5:10 6:25 5:43 5:31 6:17 4:44 6:55 4:16 7:16 4:24

31 7:02 5:00 — 5:32 6:12 — 4:14 7:16 — 4:39 7:08 5:11 6:23 — 6:19 4:42 — 7:16 4:24

Table is EASTERN STANDARD TIME. Add 1 hour for daylight savings time, if and when in use.
BOSTON subtract 3 minutes; SPRINGFIELD add 3 minutes; PITTSFIELD add 7 minutes. 

Source: U. S. Naval Observatory, Astronomical Applications Department, Washington, D.C. 20392-5420



Office of Law Enforcement—Environmental Police

TO REPORT VIOLATIONS 
Radio Room 
(800) 632-8075
www.mass.gov/dfwele/dle

MAIN OFFICE (Boston)
Colonel Aaron Gross, Director 
Deputy Director: vacant 
(617) 626-1650 
(617) 626-1670 fax 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02114

OFFICES for BOAT, ATV & 
SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION

Boston
251 Causeway St., Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02114 
(617) 626-1610 
(617) 626-1630 fax

Fall River
218 South Main Street, 3rd Floor  
Fall River, MA 02721 
(508) 679-8287 
(508) 679-0060 fax

Hyannis
60 Perseverance Way, Suite 101 
Hyannis, MA 02601 
(508) 771-8382 
(508) 771-2334 fax

Springfield
165 Liberty Street, Lower Level  
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413) 733-1642 
(413) 733-2154 fax

Worcester
67 Millbrook Street 
Suite 350, 3rd Floor 
Worcester, MA 
(508) 753-0603 
(508) 752-6132 fax

INLAND LAW ENFORCEMENT
INLAND BUREAU HEADQUARTERS
George Agganis, Captain 
(508) 366-1176 
(508) 366-6537 
(508) 366-1182 fax 
183 Milk Street 
Westborough, MA 01581

Eastern Massachusetts 
George Agganis, Captain
(781) 293-4745 
(781) 293-4746 fax 
11 Hawks Avenue, P.O. Box 88 
Hanson, MA 02341

Western Massachusetts 
W. F. Gray III, Captain 
John Pajak, Lieutenant 
(413) 367-0016 
(413) 367-0032 fax 
316 Turners Falls Road 
Montague, MA 01351

COASTAL ENFORCEMENT
COASTAL ENFORCEMENT HEADQUARTERS
John Tulik, Captain 
(781) 740-2577 
(781) 740-2442 
(781) 740-1163 
(781) 740-4113 fax 
349 Lincoln Street, Building 45 
Hingham, MA 02043

John Tulik, Captain 
(978) 283-7764 
(978) 283-1162 
(978) 283-6729 fax 
2 State Fish Pier 
Gloucester, MA 01930

SOUTH COASTAL ENFORCEMENT HEADQUARTERS
Len Roberts, Captain 
(508) 759-4889 
(508) 759-7774 fax 
1 Trowbridge Road, Suite 325 
Bourne, MA 02532

MARINE THEFT/BOATING SAFETY
Chris Baker, Captain 
(617) 626-1666 
(617) 626-1605 fax 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 101 
Boston, MA 02114

BOATING & RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLE SAFETY

Merri Walker, Lieutenant 
(508) 759-0002 
(508) 759-2257 
(508) 759-3393  
(508) 759-3357 fax 
1 Trowbridge Road, Suite 325 
Bourne, MA 02532

ENVIRONMENTAL STRIKE FORCE
Gail Larson, Lieutenant 
(617) 727-2200 
(617) 727-5755 fax 
1 Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108

SALVAGE OF  
DEER & MOOSE
ROAD-KILLED	DEER	may	be	
kept	by	a	Massachusetts	driver	
or	passenger	of	vehicle	killing	
said	deer	if	reported	to	Law	
Enforcement	at	(800)	632-8075	
immediately	and	then	tagged	
at	a	DFW	or	Environmental	
Police	office	within	24	hours	
and	a	free	permit	issued.

ROAD-KILLED	MOOSE	may	not	
be	kept	by	a	Massachusetts	
driver	or	passenger	of	the	
vehicle	killing	the	moose.	
The	disposition	of	any	moose	
carcass	is	only	at	the	discretion	
of	the	Environmental	Police	
or	the	Division	of	Fisheries	
&	Wildlife.	To	report	a	road-
killed	moose,	call	the	DFW	at	
(508)	389-6300.
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Outdoor Skills &  
Wildlife Education Programs
The Division of Fisheries & Wildlife offers a wide range of edu-
cational and skills programs. With suitable lead time, programs 
can be adapted to the needs of virtually any group.

HUNTER EDUCATION PROGRAM: Provides courses in the safe 
handling of firearms, and other outdoor activities related 
to hunting and firearm use. Designed for novices, courses 
in Basic Hunter Education, Bowhunter Education, Trapper 
Education and others are offered statewide throughout 
the year. Certificates in certain courses satisfy hunting 
license requirements for Massachusetts as well as other 
states and Canadian provinces. For more information, call 
(978) 772-0693.

ANGLER EDUCATION PROGRAM: Teaches people of all ages, 
especially children, about fish and their environment. The 
program focuses on freshwater fishing skills, basic safety 
techniques, outdoor ethics, and aquatic ecology through 
workshop sessions and through family fishing festivals. For 
more information, call (508) 389-6309.

BECOMING AN OUTDOORS-WOMAN: This is a program for women 
ages 18 and up which introduces them to outdoor skills in a 
safe, friendly, and non-competitive environment. It provides 
a venue to learn skills related to fishing, hunting, camping, 
and hiking under the guidance of expert instructors. There 
is one full weekend of activities plus many single-day events 
providing an opportunity to sample activities from archery 
to wildlife photography and from kayaking to fly-fishing. 
Notices are sent through an e-mail distribution network. 
To get on the mailing list visit the Division's website at 
www.mass.gov/masswildlife and follow the prompts to the 
education area. For more information, call (508) 389-6305.

MASS. JUNIOR CONSERVATION CAMP: A two week residential 
program for boys and girls ages 13–17 which provides a 
solid grounding in outdoor activities and skills. Participants 
learn about fisheries, wildlife, forestry, camping, and gain 
proficiency in the use of shotgun, rifle, archery equipment, 
map and compass, and more. Participants also complete the 
state’s Basic Hunter Education and Boat Safety programs. 
Program is held in August.

PROJECT WILD: Interdisciplinary, hands-on workshops for 
educators of K-12 students focusing on terrestrial and aquatic 
wildlife and ecosystems. Encourages problem-solving and 
decision-making skills concerning the environment. Scout 
leaders, youth group leaders, homeschoolers, and both formal 
and non-formal educators find the materials and workshop 
valuable. Hours spent may be used toward obtaining PDPs. 
For more information, call (508) 389-6310.

GROWING UP WILD: Exploring Nature with Young Children is 
an early childhood education activity guide that builds on 
children’s sense of wonder about nature and invites them to 

explore wildlife and the world around them. Through a wide 
range of activities and experiences, it provides a foundation for 
developing positive impressions about nature. For professional 
development workshop information call (508) 389-6310.

JUNIOR DUCK STAMP PROGRAM: Connecting Children with 
Nature through the Arts. Students in grades K-12 participate 
in a dynamic art and science education program designed to 
teach wetland habitat and waterfowl conservation. Artists 
communicate visually what they have learned by creating 
an entry for the JDS contest. Download guidelines and entry 
form at www.fws.gov/juniorduck. Co-sponsored by the USFWS, 
Massachusetts Waterfowlers and the Massachusetts Wildlife 
Federation. For more information, call (508) 389-6310.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG HUNTERS
The traditions and values of hunting and our outdoor heritage 
were and are an integral part of sustaining our conservation 
ethic. However, changes in lifestyles, leisure time, family 
activities, and access to the outdoors present significant 
challenges to passing this heritage on to future generations.

Young people today do not have the same opportunities to 
shoot or hunt as did the youth of a generation ago. The days 
of walking down the road to the nearby farm or woodlot to 
hunt after school are all but gone except in the most rural 
communities. Many youth growing up in urban or suburban 
communities do not have access to suitable hunting lands 
and many grow up in families that lack the outdoor skills 
and knowledge that they seek. Not only are opportunities 
for youth to learn and access open areas limited, but there 
are many competing options for ways to spend their limited 
leisure time including the internet, video games, organized 
sports and school activities.

For these reasons, the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife has 
joined in partnership with sportsmen’s clubs across the state 
and with such conservation organizations as the National 
Wild Turkey Federation to offer special hunting opportuni-
ties for young hunters. 

Sportsmen’s clubs, working through their membership 
and, in the case of the Youth Turkey Hunt, working with 
members of the MA chapter of NWTF, conduct multiple day 
program workshops leading up to an actual hunt in which 
each participant hunts under the watchful eye of a mentor. 
The participating clubs conduct the programs and the DFW 
provides the necessary training materials as well as a hunting 
safety kit for each participant. These programs are open to 
any club or organization wishing to participate. There are 
no fees for participation.

YOUTH PHEASANT HUNT: This is a complete program that 
includes:

•	 Instruction on firearms safety in the field. 

•	Safe, supervised shooting instruction and practice prior 
to a hunt.

•	Lessons on hunting ethics and behavior.

•	Training on hunting regulations and safety.
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•	 Instruction on how to clean and prepare game.

•	A safe, supervised hunt under the guidance of an experi-
enced, responsible adult hunter. 

•	Application of field techniques learned in the hunter edu-
cation course.

•	Programs are offered through sportsmen’s clubs throughout 
the state. 

Youth Pheasant Hunts may be conducted on one of the six 
Saturdays prior to the start of the regular pheasant hunt-
ing season. In 2011 these will be the six Saturdays prior to 
October 15, 2011.

YOUTH TURKEY HUNT: The youth turkey hunting program was 
developed through a partnership between MassWildlife, 
the National Wild Turkey Federation, and participating 
sportsmen's clubs across the state. In order to participate in 
the mentored youth turkey hunt, youths age 12–17 must attend 
and successfully complete a pre-hunt youth turkey program 
workshop. This is an all encompassing educational workshop 
that stresses firearm and hunting safety, turkey hunting 
techniques, equipment, regulations, ethics and sportsmanship. 
Youth hunt workshops are held at various sportsmen's clubs. 
After completion of the pre-hunt workshop, a special permit 
will be issued to the participating youths that allows for a 
mentored hunt on the Saturday prior to the last Monday in 
April (regular spring turkey season opening date). To find 
a participating sportsmen club or for more information, 
call your local club or check the MassWildlife website at 
www.mass.gov/masswildlife, and click on "Education." 

YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNT: Two days are set aside prior to the 
waterfowl hunting seasons especially for young hunters 
ages 12–15. All youth must be accompanied by a licensed 
adult hunter with a valid Massachusetts waterfowl stamp. 
The young hunter and accompanying adult may have only 
one firearm between them. The adult may not hunt and may 
carry the firearm only when it is unloaded and cased. No 
license or stamp needed for youths ages 12–14. License and 
Massachusetts waterfowl stamp needed for youths age 15. No 
federal stamp required. All other hunting restrictions apply.

ARCHERY IN THE SCHOOLS
The National Archery in the Schools Program is an 
international style target shooting program for students 
in grades 4–12 that can improve students’ self confidence, 
motivation, behavior, concentration, focus, and interest in 
going to school. Taught through PE departments, the program 
also highlights social studies, physics, and mathematics. 
This is a partnership between the DFW, National Archery 
in the Schools, the Archery Trade Assn. and local schools. 
There are currently 10 pilot schools in Massachusetts. 
For more information about NASP contact Tom O’Shea at 
(508) 389-6327 or by email at tom.o’shea@state.ma.us.
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Waterfowl 
Stamps 
a Tradition in Transition
By Ellie Horwitz | Chief, Information & Education

Migratory waterfowl (ducks and geese) travel, rest, and feed over large 
portions of our continent. They winter as far south as Mexico and 
parts of Central America, and they breed in Canada and in some far 
northern sections of the U.S. Until 1910-1919, these birds were abun-
dant but unregulated shooting began to take its toll. Improvements 
in firearms and the advent of inexpensive ammunition brought on 

“market gunners,” who took all they wanted and then sold the birds 
on the open market. It became obvious that federal legislation would 
be required to control waterfowl hunting and, as these birds traveled 
through many political venues, it was also apparent that there would 
have to be international agreements to conserve them. 

The first step in protecting waterfowl was the passage, in 1916, of a 
treaty between the U.S. and Canada. Following this, a variety of hunt-
ing regulations were passed banning market gunning, night hunting, 
live decoys, and baiting. Federal hunting frameworks were established 
and each state set its regulations within those frameworks. 

During the late 1920s and early 1930s, the combination of severe 
drought, the draining and destruction of marshes thought to be useless, 
and an economic depression that made wild game an attractive and 
accessible food source, exacerbated the problem. The Federal Migratory 
Bird Conservation Act (1929) was the first major piece of legislation 
passed to protect wetlands—but it contained no funding mechanism. 

In 1934, Congress passed and President Roosevelt signed the Mi-
gratory Bird Stamp Act, which established stamps to underwrite the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act. The stamp program owes its existence 
to J. N. “Ding” Darling, a political cartoonist and a publicist who had 
been enlisted to bring together a coalition on behalf of wildlife and to 
create a funding mechanism. The Act provided that mechanism. Then, 
in 1937, Ducks Unlimited was founded as a not-for-profit organization 
that would apply conservation funds in various states and countries 
including Canada or Mexico as needed. 

Despite the success of the federal program, more funding was 
needed and, in 1972, James Shepard, Director of the Massachusetts 
DFW, began working toward a bill that would create a Massachusetts 
Waterfowl Stamp. The Act was passed in 1974 and signed by Gov. 
Francis Sargent, himself a former Director of the DFW. 

Under the terms of this act, sportsmen were required to make a small 
donation, $1.25, which would be divided as follows: $.25 to the seller, 
$.20 to the DFW for production of the stamps, and $.80 to Ducks 
Unlimited, which could apply the funds where they were most needed. 
(In 1990, the cost of the stamp was raised to $5.00.)

Shortly after passage of the act, State Representative Robert Gillette, 
who had been the major sponsor of the legislation, met George Starr, 
noted decoy collector and author. Starr proposed that the subject of 
this stamp be a working decoy made by a deceased Massachusetts 
decoy maker—a subject that would stand as a tribute to a uniquely 
American art form. Together they presented this proposal to Director 
Shepard, and so the Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp program was born.

The first year of the program, with no time to develop the rules for a 
competition, the Commonwealth chose a painting by Milton C. Weiler 
of a Wood Duck drake decoy carved by Joe Lincoln as subject for the 
stamp. The following year they established a contest, and five artists 
from three states participated. The winning artwork was a painting of 
a Pintail drake carved by A. Elmer Crowell of East Harwich, Mass., 

submitted by Tom Hennessey of Maine. Each year thereafter, for 36 
years, the DFW would issue a call to artists and would then wait to 
receive paintings. The artwork came from many different states. All 
entries were reviewed by a panel of highly knowledgeable verifiers 
to ensure that they were truly Massachusetts made decoys and, if a 
painting was challenged, the artist was called and asked to provide 
additional background on his or her subject. Once the authenticity 
of all of the entries had been confirmed, the entries were presented to 
a panel of judges selected to represent sportsmen, artists, and decoy 
experts. Competition was fierce and, as the contest continued, the 
submitted artwork became increasingly professional. 

In 1979, The Peabody Museum of Salem (now the Peabody Essex 
Museum; PEM) signed on as the official custodian of the stamp program 
records and committed to hosting an annual reception and a display 
of the qualifying artwork. While PEM remains the official custodian, 
the reception and exhibition have rotated to other museums around 
the state, including the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History, the 
Springfield Science Museum and the Marblehead Museum, in an ef-
fort to bring the remarkable artwork submitted to viewers in all parts 
of the Commonwealth. 

Over the past 38 years, Massachusetts has contributed $1,361,879 
of Waterfowl Stamp funds to Ducks Unlimited to support the North 
American Waterfowl Management Plan’s State Grants Program for 
conservation work in Atlantic Canada. This money was matched dol-
lar for dollar an additional three times by DU, the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act, and Ducks Unlimited Canada, resulting 
in over $4 million for critical waterfowl habitat conservation and 
benefitting 351,784 acres of key waterfowl habitat. Although the way 
the DFW issues licenses will change over time, this wonderfully suc-
cessful conservation program will actually be improved as the stamps 
are transformed. No longer will there be an art competition or a run 
of full-color stamps (and we will miss both of these elements). Instead, 
the Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamp will be imprinted directly on the 
license and more of the funds collected will be put “on the ground” for 
waterfowl and associated wildlife habitat.

Ellie Horwitz, Chief of Information & Education oversees DFW publications, produc-
tion of licenses and stamps, and education programs. She has been involved with the 
waterfowl stamp art competitions since 1977. For a complete history of the Massachusetts 
Waterfowl Stamp program read the “History of Massachusetts Waterfowl Stamps and 
Prints” by C.G. Rice; publ. by the Peabody Essex Museum.
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STOP	THE	SPREAD 
of Nuisance Aquatic Plants and Animals

Boaters, anglers, and other lake users need to take steps to avoid 
the spread of zebra mussels and other destructive aquatic invasive 
species.

What are Zebra Mussels? 
Massachusetts lakes, ponds, and streams are a valuable resource 
for boating, swimming, fishing, and numerous other types of 
recreation. These water bodies also provide valuable habitat for a 
variety of wildlife, including a number of popular sportfish species. 
Unfortunately, the looming invasion of our waters by exotic mussels 
and other invasive species threatens to damage these resources. 

The zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) has extended its range 
in the Northeast in recent years and is now found in Laurel Lake 
(Lee/Lenox), Laurel Lake Brook, Housatonic River, Massachusetts; 
Twin Lakes in Salisbury, Connecticut; Mary Lakes & Rivers in New 
York; and several lakes in Vermont, including Lake Champlain, Lake 
Hortonia and Lake Bomoseen. 

The similar but more aggressive quagga mussel (D. bugensis) 
is rapidly expanding its range and has been found as close as the 
Mohawk-Hudson River confluence in New York. 

Boaters should use caution before launching their boat in Mas-
sachusetts water bodies. If you have been boating in western 
Massachusetts, New York, Vermont or Connecticut, it is especially 
important that you thoroughly inspect and wash your boat and 
other equipment following the guidelines below. Microscopic larvae 
(Veligers) hitchhike undetected and are a primary way mussels 
spread from one lake to another.

Prevent the Spread of Zebra Mussels
A. CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY. All visible plants, mud, or other debris should 
be removed. All drain plugs should be pulled with any standing 
water allowed to fully drain. The watercraft and equipment should 
then be allowed to fully dry for 1 week during July and August, 2 
weeks in June and September, and 4 weeks before and after these 
dates. Dry times should be longer if weather has been unseason-
ably cool or wet. 

Note: Vessels that have been exposed to freezing temperatures 
for the winter are considered to be decontaminated. 

—OR— 

B. CLEAN, DRAIN, DECONTAMINATE. After cleaning and draining, use 
an approved decontamination method or combination of methods 
on all vessel parts in contact with water and carpeted trailer bunks:

•	 Steam or Scalding Hot Wash (>140 degrees): To achieve this 
temperature at the surface being cleaned, water temperature must 
be as close to 155 degrees as possible at the nozzle (Note: Caution 
should be taken as this temperature may cause scalding to exposed 
skin). Keep contact for 10 seconds or more. High pressure spray 
is best to clean the outside surfaces of vessels and low pressure 
should be used to flush live wells, bilges, ballasts, and engines. 
Run the water through the craft’s cooling system for at least 10 
seconds at 140 degrees. Use “ears” for outboards, or garden hose 
for personal watercraft and inboards as you would normally for 
winterization or running while out of water. 

•	 Chlorine/Bleach Solution (1 oz. per gal. water): Surfaces should 
be kept “wet” with Chlorine/Bleach solution for at least 10 min-
utes before rinsing with clean water. Clean all exterior surfaces 

and flush live wells, bilges, ballasts, and engines with solution. 
Run outboard engines in a tub, bucket or barrel of solution or 
use ears to decontaminate engine cooling systems. This is also 
a good option for soaking ropes, dive gear, or anything else that 
may be placed into the solution bucket or barrel. Solution may 
only be used for up to 24 hours after mixing. After that, a fresh 
chlorine mixture must be mixed. 

•	 Lysol (as sold, or if using the concentrate, dilute to achieve 1% 
active ingredient): Surfaces should be kept “wet” with Lysol 
solution for at least 10 minutes before rinsing with clean water. 
Clean all exterior surfaces and flush live wells, bilges, ballasts, 
and engines with solution. Run outboard engines in a tub, bucket 
or barrel of solution or use ears to decontaminate engine cooling 
systems. This is also a good option for soaking ropes, dive gear, 
or anything else that may be placed into the solution bucket or 
barrel. Because of the possible dilution with rinse water, the 
solution should not be reused. A fresh batch should be used each 
time if it has been diluted by the cleaning procedure. 

•	 Vinegar (as sold, 100%): Surfaces should be kept “wet” with 
vinegar solution for at least 20 minutes before rinsing with clean 
water. This option, however, may not be the most practical or 
feasible for decontaminating engine cooling systems because 
of the quantity of vinegar that one would need to purchase in 
comparison to preparing decontamination solutions from Lysol 
or bleach concentrate. Vinegar may be a more practical option 
for cleaning the exterior of the boat and for soaking ropes, dive 
gear, or anything else that may be placed into the solution bucket 
or barrel. Because of the possible dilution with rinse water, the 
solution should not be reused. Fresh solution should be used 
each time. 

DISINFECTANT

Steam/scalding  
hot wash

Chlorine/bleach 
solution

Lysol 

Vinegar

Freezing 

CONCENTRATION

>140°F

1 oz. per gallon water

1% Solution 

As sold, 100%

<32°F 

CONTACT TIME

10 seconds

10 minutes

10 minutes

20 minutes

24 hours

To report a zebra mussel sighting or for more information, contact 
Massachusetts DCR Lakes and Ponds Program at (617) 626-1250 or 
www.mass.gov/lakesandponds.
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