
HOUSE No. 3879
By Mr. Dempsey of Haverhill (by request), petition of Michael

Harris for an investigation by a special commission (including mem-
bers of the General Court) relative to reform of the child custody laws
in the Commonwealth. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO REFORM OF THE CHILD CUSTODY LAWS IN

THE COMMONWEALTH.

Resolved, That a special commission to consist of two mem-
bers of the Senate, three members of the House of Representa-

3 tives, and two members to be appointed by the governor is hereby
4 established for the purpose of making an investigation and study
5 relative to reform of the child custody laws in the Commonwealth.
6 Said investigation and study shall include the following:—
7 (a) Stop allowing accusations, allegations, hearsay and unsub-
-8 stantiated reports to become the criteria for prosecution, removing
9 children from the home, or separating them from a particular

10 parent.
11 (b) The right to have a jury preside over cases that result in the
12 taking of children from parents or parent.
13 (c) Stop using plea bargains as leverage to persuade defendants
14 into admitting to lesser offenses.
15 (d) Place a cap on the fees lawyers can charge for child custody
16 cases.
17 (e) Plaques in every courthouse lobby listing all presiding
18 judges.

19 (f) Forms for filing complaints against the proper offices or
20 persons displayed in lobby of the courthouse.
21 (g) Advocates for both parties have an office in court

(h) Open all the probate court sessions to the public
23 (i) Mediation by an independent body before parties go before
24 the judge.
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25 (j) Parental classes for divorcing or separating parents.
26 (k) Parental classes for divorcing or separating parents.
27 (1) Compensation for victims of false accusations that can be
28 proven to be a lie.
29 (m) Accountability for wrongful decisions resulting in harm to
30 children and or family members.
31 (n) Elect judges
32 (o) Provide parents with information on other complaints
33 against judges, case workers, or other officials or employees of
34 the court or social services.
35 (p) Classes implemented in the school systems to teach family
36 values.
37 (q) Shared parenting.
38 (r) Presumption of joint custody
39 (s) Protection against abuse order can only extend to the chib
40 dren if proof of abuse exists, via physician’s letter, school, DSS,
41 police reports, eyewitnesses.
42 (t) If a jury’s finding is guilty for assaulting a household
43 member and it was also determined by the evidence that excessive
44 force was used, drugs and or alcohol present at the time of the
45 assault then a mandatory minimum one year jail sentence is to be
46 imposed.
47 (u) Proof of abuse to consist of physician’s reports, police state-
-48 ments and or reports, eyewitness accounts, pictures, etc.
49 (v) Access to children’s school and health records by a biolog-
-50 ical parent.
51 (w) Parenting plan designed for the children by divorcing or
52 separating parents.
53 (x) If the plaintiffs’ charges, accusations or allegations are
54 proven to be unsubstantiated, then the plaintiff would be respon-
-55 sible for all of the defendant’s legal fees and expenses.
56 (y) The state must pursue every channel through family mem-
-57 bers before placing the child in foster care.
58 Said commission shall report to the General Court the results of
59 its investigation and study, if any, together with drafts of legisla-
-60 tion necessary to carry such recommendations into effect by filing
61 the same with the clerk of the House or Representatives on or
62 before the first Wednesday in December, 1999.
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