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March 23, 1999

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

We are filing today for your consideration the attached legislation entitled “An 
Act Relative to the Transfer of Worcester Airport.”

Boston’s Logan Airport is the primary commercial service air transportation 
facility in New England. It is also one of the most delay-prone airports in the United 
States. Particularly as we proceed with the development of the new Convention Center, 
the Seaport district, and new hotels, our administration is committed to doing everything 
possible to reduce this problem to ensure that Boston remains a desirable destination for 
both business and pleasure travelers.

Part of the solution is Massport’s delay reduction program, including the addition 
of a new runway at Logan Airport. But that is only part of the solution. As demand for 
air transportation services in New England increases, other regional airports such as T. F. 
Green Airport in Rhode Island, Manchester Airport in New Hampshire, and Worcester 
Airport will play an increasing role in accommodating the increased demand, thus 
reducing the burden on Logan.

T. F. Green Airport and Manchester Airport are two of the fastest growing 
airports in the country. To support the use of these regional airports, we have filed 
legislation to expand commuter rail service to T. F. Green Airport, and to improve access 
to Manchester Airport via Route 3. Worcester Airport, however, is currently 
underutilized. We think the best way to realize Worcester Airport’s potential is for 
Massport to take over the operation and, eventually, the ownership of that airport from 
the City of Worcester. With the benefit of Massport’s expertise and resources, Worcester 
Airport can be transformed into a significant regional airport, further reducing the 
demand for air transportation services at Logan and helping to solve the delay and 
congestion problems that travelers through Logan now experience
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This bill requires Massport and the City of Worcester to enter into a contract 
transferring operation of the airport to Massport by September 1, 1999. Massport can 
then immediately begin to utilize its marketing expertise and knowledge of airline 
economics to bring new service to Worcester. To ensure Massport s long-term 
involvement, the bill further requires that within five years after the operating agreement 
is signed, Massport and the city must enter into an agreement to transfer title of the 
airport to Massport.

This bill will jump-start the development of Worcester Airport into a major 
regional airport, which is a critical step in building our regional airport system. We urge 
you to give this bill prompt and favorable consideration.

Respectfully submitted,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine.

An Act relative to the transfer of Worcester airport.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. As used in this act, the following word and terms
2 shall have the following meanings:—
3 “Authority”, the Massachusetts Port Authority, a body politic
4 and corporate created and existing pursuant to chapter 465 of the
5 Acts of 1956, as amended;
6 “City”, the city of Worcester;
7 “Enabling Act”, chapter 465 of the Acts of 1956, as amended;
8 “FAA”, the Federal Aviation Administration;
9 “Trust Agreements” , the Trust Agreement dated as of

10 August 1, 1978, as amended, between the Authority and State
11 Street Bank and Trust Company, as trustee, any other similar
12 agreements entered into by the Authority in connection with any
13 bond issue or other financing, and any trust agreements entered
14 into by the City in connection with any financing for Worcester
15 Airport improvements;
16 “Worcester Airport”, the airport facility and appurtenant
17 interests currently owned and operated by the City.

1 SECTION 2. The Authority shall by September 1, 1999, enter
2 into a contract with the City to assume responsibility as the oper-
3 ator of the Worcester Airport. On or before the fifth anniversary of
4 the date upon which said contract is executed, the Authority and
5 the City shall enter into an agreement to transfer to the Authority
6 title to the Worcester Airport including, without limitation, all
7 property, fixtures, equipment, and other items appurtenant thereto.
8 The contract or contracts contemplated herein shall be consis-
9 tent with the Enabling Act, Trust Agreements, covenants to which
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10 the Authority or the City is subject under state or federal grant
11 programs, and applicable provisions of federal and state law,
12 including FAA regulations.
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