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By Mr. Rogers of New Bedford, petition of George Rogers and

Ruth W. Provost for legislation to further regulate marine fueling
facilities. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Nine

An Act relative to marine fueling facilities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 91 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 598 the following section:-
3 Section 59C. For the purposes of this section, any commercial
4 operation involved with the dispensing of marine fuel for a fee
5 shall be considered a marine fueling facility.
6 The United States Coast Guard Marine Fueling Safety Proce-
-7 dures and the toll free phone number to report oil, or chemical
8 spills shall be posted in a conspicuous manner at all marine
9 fueling facilities within the municipality.

10 Each marine fueling facility shall have adequate 18 inch con-
-11 tainment boom to completely encircle any vessel to be fueled at
12 the facility. Each marine fueling facility shall maintain an appro-
-13 priate stock of absorbent pads to recover minor amounts of spilled
14 oil, or diesel fuel and proper drums to store used pads. All recov-

-15 ered spilled fuel, oil, and absorbents shall be disposed of accord-
-16 ing to all state and federal regulations.
17 Each marine fueling facility shall have at least one OSHA certi-

-18 fied oil spill recovery employee on the premises, while the facility
19 is open for the fueling of vessels.
20 The fueling of vessels shall be conducted by the employee of
21 the fueling facility. He shall:

(1) Make sure that the vessel is securely tied to the fuel dock.
(2) Make sure that no smoking or open flame of any type is

24 allowed near the source of fuel or the vessel being fueled.
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25 (3) All engines, and electrical equipment must be turned off
26 while fueling.
27 (4) All ports and hatches shall be closed prior to fueling.
28 (5) All portable tanks are to be filled on the dock and not on
29 board a vessel.
30 (6) The fuel dispensing nozzle shall be kept in contact with the
31 gasoline container or vessel fill pipe while fueling.
32 (7) The fuel dispensing nozzle shall not be blocked in the open
33 position.
34 (8) All gasoline, or oil spillage shall be wiped up and disposed
35 of properly.
36 (9) Fully operational, US Coast Guard approved fire extin
37 guishers shall be kept at hand.
38 (10) All ports and hatches shall be opened after fueling, the
39 vessel’s bilge blower operated for at least four minutes and there
40 shall be no odor of fuel prior to the starting of the engine.
41 Each marine fueling facility shall provide the city or town’s
42 harbor master, fire chief and oil spill coordinator with an inven-
-43 tory of all oil spill containment and recovery equipment and a list
44 of personnel with OSHA certification for oil spill recovery.
45 Each vessel moored in a city or town’s waters with inboard
46 machinery used to propel the vessel shall maintain an adequate oil
47 absorbent device secured in the vessel’s bilge area so as not to
48 interfere with the dewatering system of the vessel. The city or
49 town shall provide for the disposal of above mentioned oil
50 absorbent devices at a central location. The draining of any motor
51 vessel’s bilge, so as to have its contents flow directly into, or indi-
-52 rectly across parking lots, boat ramps, etc. into the city or town’s
53 waters is prohibited.
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