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Commission Proposes Four-point Plan  
to Pursue Pesticide Concerns 

Earlier this month, Cape Cod Commission Executive Director Paul 
Niedzwiecki proposed to the Barnstable County Commissioners a four- 
point plan to advance previous work conducted by the county’s Ad Hoc 
Committee on Vegetation Management and Risk Assessment. The proposed 
plan’s components include:

Mapping of public and private drinking water supply wells in the  �
NSTAR utility rights-of-way (ROWs) to protect public health and the 
environment by ensuring that herbicide application avoids existing 
sensitive receptors

Monitoring groundwater for potential herbicide impacts along rights- �
of-way, taking pre-application (baseline) and post-application readings to 
assess the potential presence of herbicides in groundwater

Initiating a Cape-wide study of pesticide and fertilizer use � , to gather and 
examine data from all users of pesticides and fertilizers, including utilities, 
commercial operations such as golf courses and landscape services, 
government and institutional users, agricultural operations, and residents

Building better public understanding through education and outreach  �
about best practices for all pesticide and fertilizer users

“We believe all elements of this plan must be pursued to ensure a comprehen-
sive approach to the issues that prompted NSTAR’s moratorium on herbicide 
spraying in its utility rights-of-way,” Niedzwiecki explained. “By gathering the 
necessary data—from all sources and users—we will be in a better position to 
set and pursue goals to reduce overall usage in the region.”

The Commission began mapping work in 2010 and will complete it this win-
ter, using its Geographic Information System capabilities and on-the-ground 
identification/verification of wells in the field. 

The monitoring component of the plan would be a new endeavor for which the 
Commission would work with the state Department of Agricultural Resources 
and NSTAR. 
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TWENTY YEARS

20 Years ago  
this Month…

the Cape Cod Commission com-
pleted its first year of operation in 
late March 1991. at that time, this 
publication noted:

“With creation of the Regional 

Policy Plan, and as nominations 

for Districts of Critical Planning 

Concern begin to appear, the 

agency is taking on what voters 

of Cape Cod endorsed in 1988 

and 1990: the mandate of pro

tecting the special attributes 

Cape Codders care about, which 

make the region a unique place 

to live and work.”

This is the last installment of our 
“20 Years ago” series. in closing, 
the Cape Cod Commission 
reaffirms its mission, which 
is—still—“Keeping a  

special place special.”
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The Cape-wide study of pesticide and fertilizer use would be another new 
initiative aimed at understanding the magnitude and impacts of usage across 
the region.

The education component would reach residential and commercial users, as 
well as provide elected officials and governmental authorities with the data 
they need to craft potential legislative and policy solutions.

“Current estimates indicate that residential properties apply the most pesti-
cides and herbicides in the region,” Niedzwiecki emphasized. 

The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources this year estimated 
the amount of pesticides annually applied on Cape Cod (see graph, below). 
Of that total, 82 per cent are applied on residential properties, 9 percent are 
applied on commercial properties, 6 percent are applied on golf courses, and 
3 percent are applied on cranberry bogs. By comparison, it is estimated that 
about 1 percent of the annual total is applied in utility rights-of-way.

“The Commission’s role in all matters relating to groundwater protection is 
to gain and use accurate data for informed policy making,” said Niedzwiecki. 
“With accurate data, we can better set goals to reduce the use of harmful 
chemicals. Those goals can then be built into the Cape Cod Regional Policy 
Plan, and we can better recommend best management practices for all users.”

The Barnstable County Commis sioners indicated general support for the 
four-point plan put forth by the Cape Cod Commission. County Commissioner 
Sheila Lyons noted: “This is the next step conceived by the ad hoc committee 
process.”

ABOVE: Overview of pesticide use for vegetation management on Cape Cod. Data were derived from 
land use data and estimates of typical average pesticide use data in the various use categories.

SOURCE: Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, January 2011. 

DISCLAIMER PUBLISHED WITH THE FIGURE: “This overview does not necessarily represent the exact pesticide use in the various use 
categories. Pesticide use estimates in certain categories [were] based on national use data. The main purpose is to show the relative 
contributions from the various land use categories.”

Celebrating 100!

The Cape Cod Commission has been working 
together with other local agencies as the 
“Cape Cod Groundwater Guardian Team” 
since 1995. the team’s mission is to educate 
students, teachers, and the general public 
about Cape Cod’s groundwater resources and 
how to protect them (see the web site www.
capecodgroundwater.org).

One successful outcome of the partnership 
has been the hosting of water education 
festivals with the 26 members of Barnstable 
County’s ameriCorps Cape Cod. the 
festivals, offered to a limited number 
of Cape Cod schools each year, 
began in 2000. Since then, 
more than 14,000 Cape 
students have taken part in 
day-long events.

the partners, coordinated by Com mission 
Hydrologist Gabrielle Belfit, will celebrate the 
program’s 100th water festival this month. 
The milestone event will be held at Hyannis 
West elementary School on March 25, 2011.

WorkShoPS SCheduled: 

New ‘Ready 
renter’ list

the Cape Cod Commission is accepting 
appli cations for its Regional Ready Renter 
List, which covers the towns of Barnstable, 
Chatham, Dennis, Harwich, and Yarmouth. 
The list is used when rentals become available 
in smaller affordable-rental developments, 
accessory apartments, “shop-top housing” 
(rentals on top of retail stores), and other 
scattered opportunities. rental rates and 
income qualifications vary depending on pro-
jects. applications must be received by the 
Commission by Friday, april 15, at 4 p.m. 

Two workshops to describe the program are 
scheduled as follows:

•  Wednesday, March 30, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Barnstable Town Hall, 367 Main 
Street, Hyannis
•  Saturday, April 2, at 11 a.m. at 
Dennis Public Library, 5 Hall Street, 
Dennis Port

Information and applications are online:  
www.capecodcommission.org/housing/
renters/

CAPE COD

GROUNDWATER
G U A R D I A N S

100 FESTIVALS
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CCC regulatory Status report Developments of Regional Impact (DRIs) 
and other major regulatory matters currently 
under review by the Cape Cod Commission 
are listed below. A check mark (✓) in front of 
a proposal’s name indicates that the Commis-
sion has scheduled regulatory activity for that 
project in the coming month. details about 
activities listed here and in the calendar on 
the back cover may be found online in the 
“Regulatory” section of the web site:  www.
capecodcommission.org/regulatory

n DRI Project Reviews:

BarNStaBle
 •	Barnstable	Municipal	Airport	Terminal	Access	and	Egress	Design–proposed major modi fication 

to access and egress. The scope of CCC review was limited to transportation issues. The CCC voted to 
approve the DRI with conditions on 6/24/10. A commercial abutter to the airport has challenged the 
dri approval in land Court.

 •	BJ’s	Wholesale	Club	Addition–proposed 19,438-sq.ft. addition to an existing wholesale-club facility 
on Attucks Lane in Hyannis for Limited DRI review.

BourNe
 •	New	Generation	Wind	Joint	Venture–proposed construction of seven commercial wind energy 

turbines and access roadways on multiple parcels. CCC accepted the applicant’s withdrawal of the proposal 
on 3/3/11.

BreWSter
✓ •	Windrift	Acres–resubmittal of proposed 22-lot subdivision on 55 acres in West Brewster. The project 

is proposed to be considered for Limited DRI review.

ChathaM
 • DuPont Residence–proposed substantial alteration of a single-famiy dwelling listed as a contributing 

structure in a National register historic district.

FalMouth
 •	The	Golf	Club	at	Cape	Cod/Ballymeade–proposed construction of an 18-hole golf course on 

approximately 183.41 acres within Ballymeade Estates. Extension agreement to 9/29/13.

✓ •	WHOI	Quissett	Campus/LOSOS	Building–proposed construction of a 26,600-sq.ft. building for the 
Laboratory for Ocean Sensors and Observing Systems at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.

MaShPee
✓ •	Cape	Cod	Coop	Bank	Preliminary	Plan–proposed subdivision of 48 acres. CCC accepted the applicant’s 

withdrawal of the proposal on 12/2/10. Resubmittal of application anticipated.

 •	Mashpee	Watershed	Plan–pro posed watershed nitrogen manage ment plan.

orleaNS
 •	Orleans	Comprehensive	Waste	water	Management	Plan–proposed draft Comprehen sive 

Wastewater Man agement Plan that identifies and evaluates three alternative plans for wastewater 
treatment and disposal. MEPA issued a certificate of adequacy for the Environmental Impact Report on 
1/28/11, beginning the time clock for DRI review of the proposal.

SaNdWiCh
✓ •	Forestdale	Village–resubmittal of a proposed 100,000-sq.ft. commercial development on Route 130.

 •	Sagamore	Line	Reinforcement	Project–proposed installation of 11,000 ft. of 20-inch-diameter gas 
pipeline along Service Road between Route 130 and Quaker Meetinghouse Road.

YarMouth
✓ •	Gladstone,	LLC–resubmittal of proposed relocation of a 17,150-sq.ft. structure from Hyannis to 31 

Aaron’s Way, West Yarmouth, for warehouse, accessory, and office uses.

n Proposed	Development	Agreements:

 •	Red	Jacket	Resorts	Development/Yarmouth–proposed 20-year development agreement between 
Red Jacket Resorts/Davenport Companies and the Cape Cod Commission for the redevelopment of existing 
hotels and cottages on 15.5 acres along South Shore Drive. Proposal filed 8/20/10. CCC authorized the 
development agreement on 3/3/11.

 •	Mashpee	Commons	Master	Plan/Mashpee–CCC approved the “Notice of Intent to File a Development 
Agreement.” The deadline for filing has been extended to 2/17/12.

n DRI	Reviews	Pending	Massachusetts	Environmental	Policy	Act	(MEPA)	Certificates:

 •	South	Coast	Watersheds	Com	pre	hensive	Wastewater	Management	Plan/Falmouth–
proposed Compre hensive Wastewater Management Plan to address water quality problems of 
little, great, green, Bournes, and eel ponds, and Waquoit Bay.

 •	Holland	Mills	Well	and	Pumping	Station/Mashpee–proposed installa tion of new water supply well/
pump station.

 •	Provincetown	Airport	Capital	Im	provements	Plan–proposed safety and facility improvements to 
the Provincetown Municipal Airport.

 •	Sandwich	Beach	Nourishment/Dredging–proposed beach nour ish ment/maintenance dredging.

 •	Herring	River	Tidal	Restoration	Pro
ject–proposed reestablishment of tidal flow 
to the 1,100-acre herring river estuary and 
floodplain. 

 •	Parker’s	River	Marine	Park/Yarmouth–
proposed marine park on the 22-acre site of 
the former Yarmouth drive-in theater.

 •	Yarmouth	Comprehensive	Wastewater	
Management	Plan–proposed plan for the 
construction and operation of a wastewater 
treatment plant, pumping stations, sewer 
mains, and related facilities.

n Active	Districts	 of	 Critical	 Planning	
Concern	(DCPCs):

 •	Ocean	Management	Planning	DCPC/
Capewide–the Barnstable County assembly 
of Delegates voted unanimously to designate 
the district on april 21, 2010. Policy Committee 
and Technical Advisory Work Groups began 
meeting in summer 2010. in November, CCC 
held a listening session for stakeholders and, 
in early January, sent a draft Cape Cod Ocean 
Management Plan to the Policy Committee 
for revision. Implementing regulations must 
be adopted in May 2011.

Updated files for the 2009 Regional Policy 

Plan (RPP) are available on the web site, 

www.capecodcommission.org/RPP. The 

files incorporate all adopted amendments 

through March 4, 2011. also on the site 

are four up-to-date maps that support the 

rPP’s regulations. Maps are available in 

two ways: as down loadable PDF files and 

as new interactive web-based maps. The 

Commission’s giS department developed 

the interactive versions to allow users to 

search for and zoom to any particular parcel, 

address, or town, and to identify resources 

that are in an area of interest. Instructions 

are provided for those unfamiliar with online 

mapping tools. Comments or suggestions 

about the maps may be sent via email to 

giS department Manager anne reynolds 

(areynolds@capecodcommission.org).

rPP updates online
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Cape Cod Commission Meetings and events
Cape Cod Commission (CCC) meetings and hearings are open to the public. Call (508) 362-3828 to 
confirm times and check for last-minute changes. 

PrSrt Std
u.S. PoStage Paid
S. YarMouth, Ma

02664
PerMit 30

3225 Main Street • P.O. Box 226
Barnstable, Massachusetts 02630-0226

other events
n Regional	‘Ready	Renter’	List	Work
shops: See story on page 2.  
- Wednesday, March 30, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. 
at Barnstable Town Hall, 367 Main Street, 
hyannis 
- Saturday, april 2, 2011, at 11 a.m. at dennis 
Public library, 5 hall Street, dennis Port 
Information and applications are also online: 
www.capecodcommission.org/housing/rent-
ers

n	SAVE	THE	DATE:	Annual	Capewide	
Historic	Preservation	Workshop: thurs-
day, April 7, 2011, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Harwich Community Center, Harwich, 
Ma. Sponsored by the Cape Cod Commission, 
Preservation Mass, and the National Trust for 
historic Preservation.

n	SAVE	THE	DATE:	Spring	Walking	
Weekend: Beginning Friday, June 3, and 
running through Sunday, June 5, 2011. 
Sponsored by Cape Cod Pathways. Watch  
for upcoming details on the web site:   
www.capecodcommission.org/pathways

CCC Standing Committees
Regulatory, Planning, and Executive com-
mittee meetings held at the Commission 
offices. Call for times.
Monday, March 28 
Monday, april 11

regulatory Calendar
n March 23: SuBCoMMittee MeetiNg: 
Orleans Comprehensive Wastewater Manage-
ment Plan (orleans project), 4 p.m., CCC 
offices, Barnstable. 

n March 25: heariNg oFFiCer (ProCed-
ural oNlY): glad stone, llC (Yarmouth 
project), 10 a.m., CCC offices, Barnstable.

n March 31: CCC MeetiNg: 3 p.m., assem-
bly of Delegates Chamber. Agenda tentative; 
please call to confirm.

n April 5: heariNg oFFiCer (ProCedural 
ONLY): Cape Cod Cooperative Bank Prelim-
inary Plan (Mashpee project), 10 a.m., CCC 
offices, Barnstable.

n April 14: CCC MeetiNg: 3 p.m., assembly 
of Delegates Chamber. Agenda tentative; 
please call to confirm.


