
HOUSE No. 5263

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, June 20, 2000

The committee on Public Service, to whom was recommitted the
Order relative to authorizing the committee on Public Service to make
an investigation and study of a certain House document concerning
civil service rights of intermittent police officers and fire fighters
(House, No. 5068), reports recommending that the accompanying bill
(House, No. 5263) ought to pass.

For the committee.

PAUL C. CASEY.
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In the Year Two Thousand

An Act relative to the civil service rights of certain intermit-

tent POLICE OFFICERS AND FIRE FIGHTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 31 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after

section 60 the following section
4 Section 60A. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 60 to
5 the contrary, in any city or town having an intermittent or reserve
6 police or fire force to which the civil service law and rules are
7 applicable that accepts the provisions of this section, original
8 appointments to the lowest title in the regular police or fire force
9 shall be made from among the permanent members of such inter-

-10 mittent or reserve police or fire force, as the case may be, whose
11 names are certified by the administrator to the appointing
12 authority. Names of such members shall be listed on the certifica-
-13 tion in the order of their civil service appointments to such inter-
-14 mittent or reserve police or fire force, or, if such order is not
15 ascertainable, in the order provided by the appointing authority at
16 the time of their appointments to such intermittent or reserve
17 police or fire force; provided, however, that in a city or town
18 having both an intermittent police force and a reserve police force,
19 or an intermittent fire force and a reserve fire force, permanent
20 members of such intermittent police force or such intermittent fire

1 force shall, for the purposes of certification and appointment to
2 the regular police force or the regular fire force pursuant to this

23 section, be deemed to be members of the reserve police force or
24 the reserve fire force of such city or town.
25 A member of an intermittent or reserve police or fire force who,
26 after being duly certified on three occasions, refuses employment
27 on a permanent basis in the regular police or fire force shall not be
28 eligible for further certification for appointment thereto and,
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29 notwithstanding the provisions of sections 41, 43 and 44 or any
30 other law, shall cease to be a member of such intermittent or
31 reserve police or fire force; provided, however, that no such
32 member shall cease to be such a member as a result of having so
33 refused such employment on three such occasions if he shall have
34 submitted to the appointing authority, in writing, on a form or in
35 such manner to be prescribed by the administrator, not later than
36 such third refusal, an irrevocable request by such member not to
37 be so terminated from the intermittent or reserve police or fire
38 force; provided, further, that no such member who is so exempted
39 from such termination shall be counted for the purpose of deter-
-40 mining the size of such intermittent or reserve force; and pro-
-41 vided, further, that the refusal of any such member to accept
42 appointment to the regular force made while he was serving in the
43 armed forces of the United States shall not be included among the
44 refusals referred to in this paragraph.
45 The appointing authority shall send to the administrator a
46 notice of termination of service of any such member that occurs
47 pursuant to this paragraph. Such notice shall set forth the occasion
48 of each refusal and the date of termination of service of such
49 member. The appointing authority shall send to the administrator a
50 copy of an irrevocable request by any member not to be termi-
-51 nated from the intermittent or reserve police or fire force indi-
-52 eating the date on which such request was received. The
53 administrator shall deny any request of a member of an intermit-
-54 tent or reserve police or fire force that he not be certified in any
55 instance for appointment to the regular force.
56 The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to prevent
57 the appointment to the regular fire force of a city or town of a call
58 fire fighter under the provisions of any general or special law.

1 SECTION 2. Any person whose membership as an intermittent
2 or reserve police officer or firefighter was terminated within the
3 one year immediately preceding acceptance of this act pursuant to
4 the provisions of section 60 of chapter 31 of the General Laws as
5 a result of having refused employment on a permanent basis in the
6 regular police or fire force on three such occasions may be
7 restored to such intermittent or reserve position if he shall have
8 submitted to the appointing authority, in writing, on a form or in
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9 such manner to be prescribed by the administrator, not later than
10 90 days immediately following the date of acceptance of the pro-
-11 visions of section 60A of said chapter 31 by the city or town from
12 which such person was so terminated, a request by such member
13 to be so restored; provided, however, that no such member who is
14 so restored shall be counted for the purpose of determining the
15 size of such intermittent or reserve force.
16 The appointing authority shall send to the administrator a copy
17 of a request by any member to be restored to the intermittent or
18 reserve police or fire force indicating the date on which such
19 request was received.

1 SECTION 3. A governmental body may accept the provisions
2 of this act by a majority vote of the selectmen for a town or the
3 city council for a city.
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