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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Honorable Steven James
Clerk of the House of Representatives

State House, Room 145
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. James:
In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30 of the

General Laws, the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs here-
with submits the following two legislative recommendations for con-
sideration by the General Court in this coming session:

1. An Act relative to the natural resource damage trust fund.

AND

2. An Act relative to the discharge of sewage into the waters of
THE COMMONWEALTH FROM MARINE VESSELS.

Sincerely,

808 DURAND,
Deputy Director.
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LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

i . An Act relative to the natural resource damage trust fund

This bill amends the Natural Resource Damage (“NRD”) Trust
Fund, currently established by section 317 of Chapter 194 of the Acts
of 1998. This legislation would modify the current trust fund to
address certain deficiencies which limit the effective development
and operation of an NRD program and that may inappropriately divert
interest contrary to obligations imposed by law. Specific modifica-
tions to the trust fund provide for: broadening and clarifying the pur-
poses for which funds can be expended; allowing the Secretary to
award grants to public and nonpublic entities for expenditures within
the purposes of the fund; providing that trust fund will retain interest
on the sums deposited in the fund; authorizing the fund to accept,
among other things, gifts, grants, as well as fines and penalties.

2. An Act relative to the discharge of sewage into the waters
OF THE COMMONWEALTH FROM MARINE VESSELS.

The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) allows a state to designate,
subject to the approval of the Environmental Protection Agency
(“EPA”), certain areas of its waters as No Discharge Areas (NDA),
into which the discharge of treated or untreated sewage from any
marine vessel is prohibited. Six such NDAs have been established for
waters of the Commonwealth: all of Buzzards Bay; the coastal waters
of Harwich; Waquoit Bay in Falmouth; Nantucket Harbor; Stage
Harbor in Chatham; and Wellfleet Harbor. The CWA provides that the
Coast Guard shall enforce the provisions of the section, and that a
state may enforce the provisions as well. Despite the importance of
these NDAs to protecting the environmental integrity of waters of the
Commonwealth, their systems and functions, Massachusetts has no
established mechanism for enforcing this section as allowed in the
CWA. This bill would take advantage of the authorization in the CWA
and allow the appropriate state and local law enforcement agencies to
enforce and address violations of the law. The bill would also comple-
ment and improve the Commonwealth’s ongoing efforts to prevent
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harmful marine discharges of sewage into its waters and to educate
the public concerning the harm caused by such discharges to its pre-
cious resources, which deserve protection and appropriate steward-
ship.
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