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By Mr. Kaufman of Lexington, petition of Jay R. Kaufman and
other members of the General Court relative to the information con-
tained in the budgetary requests of each agency of the Common-
wealth. Ways and Means (joint).

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act relative to an act to provide increased budgetary infor-
mation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 6 of Chapter 29 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding after the words “proposed expenditures” in the final sen-

-4 tence the words;—
, including but not limited to information con-

-5 cerning caseloads, waiting lists, the number of people served by
6 each agency in the preceding fiscal years, a summary of each
7 agency’s accomplishments for the previous year and a statement
8 of its goals for the ensuing fiscal year, and a list of criteria by
9 which the performance of each agency may be judged.

1 SECTION 2. Section 6D of Chapter 29 of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking the first paragraph
3 and inserting in place thereof the following new paragraph:—
4 Each appropriation account or other authorization to expend
5 monies of the commonwealth contained in the general appropria-
-6 tions bill or act shall include the following information: (a) the
7 account number of the appropriation; (b) the purpose of the appro-
-8 priation and other restrictive language; (c) the amount of the
9 appropriation or the maximum expenditure allowed, set out in

10 numeric figures; (d) the amount of the total final appropriation,
11 including any supplemental appropriations, for each of the two
12 preceding fiscal years; and (e) final actual expenditures for the
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13 latest complete fiscal year. Each appropriation account or other
14 authorization to extend monies of the commonwealth contained in
15 any supplemental or deficiency appropriations bills or acts shall
16 include the following information: (a) the account number of the
17 appropriation; (b) the purpose of the appropriation and other
18 restrictive language; and (c) the amount of the appropriation or
19 the maximum expenditure allowed, set out in numeric figures. No
20 appropriation otherwise set out in any act shall be valid and the
21 comptroller shall not allow monies to be expended on any appro-
-22 priation not conforming to the requirements herein established.

1 SECTION 3. Section 7H of Chapter 29 of the General Laws, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended in the first sentence by adding
3 after the words “including an operating budget” the words “

, as
4 defined in section six of chapter,” and is further amended by
5 striking the fifth sentence and inserting in place thereof the
6 following two new sentences:
7 The budget submitted to the general court by the governor shall
8 include a statement for each agency showing the total appropria-
-9 tion proposed for the agency by the governor, the total amount

10 requested by each agency in accordance with sections three and
11 four, and an explanation of the reasons for recommending any
12 increase in, decrease in, or deletion from the budgetary recom-
-13 mendations of (a) of any department office, commission, or insti-
-14 tution, or other public agency, or in the case of a department.
15 office, commission or institution within any executive office
16 established by chapters six A and seven of the secretary of such
17 executive office, (b) of the general court, (c) of the judiciary, and
18 (d) of the commissioner of capital asset management and mainte-
-19 nance. The budget shall also include a statement providing infor-
-20 mation concerning the suggestion awards board established in
21 section thirty-one (a) of chapter seven of the General Laws
22 including, but not limited to, information concerning the amounts
23 expended for the operation of the board and for cash prizes in
24 each of the five preceding fiscal years and the estimated amount
25 of state funds saved as a result of the suggestion awards program
26 in each of those years.
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