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In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act further regulating a certain real estate tax exemption.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Clause Eighteenth of section 5 of chapter 59 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1996 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding the following paragraph:—
4 In determining eligibility pursuant to this clause no income or
5 assets, except for those of the owner of such estate shall be con-
-6 sidered by the assessors who shall exercise their judgment in a
7 reasonable and impartial manner. The assessors determinations
8 shall be restricted to the following inquiries:
9 (a) What financial assets does the person possess, including,

10 not limited to, savings deposits in banks or financial institutions,
11 stocks and bonds, investments?
12 (b) Does the person receive a pension?
13 (c) Is the person employed?
14 (d) Does the person receive a social security check?
15 (e) Is the person 70 years of age or over?
16 (f) Does the person have an infirmity?
17 (g) How long has the homeowner resided in the municipality
18 and paid real estate taxes?
19 If a person is denied an exemption hereunder, the assessors
20 shall specify in detail in writing the reason therefor. Any taxpayer
21 aggrieved by a determination hereunder may appeal to superior
22 court and the municipality shall be responsible for payment of the
23 attorney’s fees of the taxpayer if the court find that the decision
24 of the assessors was unreasonable, unfair or unjust.
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