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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

We are filing today for your consideration the attached legislation entitled “An
Act Relative to the Welfare Reform Program.”

The Massachusetts Welfare Reform Program, with a mandatory work requirement
for able-bodied recipients and a two-year limit for benefits as its core, is one of the most
comprehensive welfare reform programs in the nation. Since its inception in 1995, our
reform efforts have reduced the state’s temporary aid to families with dependent children
(TAFDC) rolls by more than 50% percent. The mandatory work requirement has been at
the root of our success in moving families into the economic mainstream. The reforms
proposed in this bill will continue the emphasis on gainful employment by authorizing
the Department of Transitional Assistance to:

extend the work requirement to able-bodied parents whose youngest child
is between the ages of two and five;

require a recipient to take part in job search activities during their first 60
days of eligibility; and

require up to 35 hours per week of work-related activities once a recipient
has reached the two-year limit for benefits and has been granted a
temporary extension of benefits.

This legislation will strengthen the program to better prepare welfare recipients to
make the transition from welfare to work. We believe a job is the single most important
activity for families with children on welfare and we urge your favorable consideration of
this important legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

Tgeo Paul Cellucci
lovemor

ma Swift
LreJtenant Governor

GOVERNOR

JANE SWIFT
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
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In the Year Two Thousand and One.

An Act relative to welfare reform benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Subsection (f) of section 110 of chapter 5 of the
2 acts of 1995, as most recently amended by section 155 of
3 chapter 43 of the acts of 1997, is hereby further amended by
4 inserting after the fourth paragraph the following paragraph:—
5 Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to
6 the contrary, the department may require that any person who has
7 been granted an extension of benefits engage in a combination, as
8 determined by the department, of up to thirty-five hours per week
9 of work as set forth in subsection (j), job search activities, or any

10 other activity that the department determines is likely to result in a
11 job placement prior to the expiration of the extension of benefits.

1 SECTION 2. Subsection (h) of section 110 of chapter 5 of the
2 acts of 1995 is hereby amended by striking out the second para-
-3 graph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:—
4 Recipients not qualifying as exempt under the provisions of
5 subsection (e) shall participate in the work program established by
6 subsection (j).

1 SECTION 3. Subsection (j) of section 110 of chapter sof the acts
2 of 1995, as most recently amended by section 156 of chapter 43 of
3 the acts of 1997, is hereby further amended by striking out the first
4 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:—
5 The department shall administer a program, to be known as the
6 work program, for families that are not exempt under subsec-
-7 tion (e). As a condition of eligibility through the first sixty days of
8 receipt of assistance as such non-exempt recipient, the department
9 may require that an applicant or recipient participate in structured
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10 job search. After the sixty day period, said program shall require
11 that each recipient shall work twenty hours each week. Said work
12 requirement may be met by working in a job for which compensa-
-13 tion is paid; by working in a supported work position as defined
14 by department of transitional assistance; by working full time in
15 the full employment program established in subsection (1); or by
16 participation in community service pursuant to the following pro-
-17 visions; or at the discretion of the department of transitional assis-
-18 tance, by participating in structured job search in lieu of some or
19 all of the work requirement. At the discretion of the commis-

-20 sioner, recipients subject to said work requirement who fail to
21 meet said requirement shall not receive assistance.

1 SECTION 4. The provisions of this act shall take effect on
2 July 1, 2001.
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