
HOUSE No. 3084
By Ms. Fox of Boston, petition of Gloria L. Fox, Benjamin Swan.

Marie P. St. Fleur and Shirley Owens-Hicks for an investigation by a
special commission (including members of the General Court) of
irregularities in the elections held in the Commonwealth the year two
thousand. Election Laws.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

Resolve establishing a special commission to correct election

IRREGULARITIES AND VIOLATIONS WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

1 There is hereby established a special commission to evaluate
2 and recommend corrections to election irregularities and viola-
-3 tions in relation to the year 2000 elections held in the Common-
-4 wealth of Massachusetts. Said Commission shall include, but not
5 be limited to, an examination of the application of election stan-
-6 dards as described in MGL Chapter 51 and 54 as it pertains to the
7 following factors:— 1) the number of registered voters dropped
8 from the active registered voters listings; 2) the notification
9 process used to inform voters of their voting status prior to Sep-

10 tember, 2000; 3) the application of Motor Voter procedures and
11 policies to foster greater increases in the number of registered
12 voters; 4) the change in voting locations and the process used to
13 notify voters of any polling location changes; 5) accessibility to
14 and proper identification of polling locations; 6) the ability of
15 election officers to understand and fairly apply election standards
16 and policies to voters; 7) the ability of election officers to provide
17 reasonable assistance to voters; 8) assistance provided to newly
18 registered, seniors, and non-English speaking voters in casting
19 their votes; 9) the number of registered voters not allowed to vote
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20 due to problems with the voter registration lists; 10) the setting of
21 time limits for voters to cast their vote; 11) the compliancv
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24 voter turnout; 13) ability of election officials to read data from
25 voting machines in order to ensure an accurate vote count; 14) the
26 posting of clear and informative material to aid the voter in car-
-27 rying out his/her civic duty; 15) the number of voters at voting
28 locations after seven o’clock in the prime meridian that were not
29 allowed to cast their vote; and 16) the concerns of voters relative
30 to any impediments which occurred during the primary and
31 general elections, or any other matters that could be presented.
32 Said commission shall consist of the secretary of state, chair-
-33 persons of the house and senate committees on government regu-
-34 lations, election laws, state administration, federal financial
35 assistance and judiciary, chairperson of the Massachusetts black
36 legislative caucus, and one representative from the national asso-
-37 ciation for the advancement of colored people, lawyers committee
38 for civil rights under law and the Massachusetts bar association
39 who will represent the interest of Massachusetts voters.
40 Said commission shall convene no later than January 8, 2001
41 and shall file a report on the results of its findings, together with
42 recommendations and any legislation necessary to carry out its
43 recommendations with clerks of the house of representatives and
44 the senate, and the house and senate committees on ways and
45 means, no later than May 31, 2001.
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