
HOUSE No. 3861
By Mrs. Provost of Sandwich, petition of Ruth W. Provost, Kay

Khan, Anne M. Paulsen, Benjamin Swan, Geraldine Creedon and
Patricia D, Jehlen relative to the comprehensive assessment tests
administered in the public schools. Education, Arts and Humanities.

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act to further define mcas and to encourage students to
STAY IN SCHOOL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The general court hereby finds and declares that,
2 by enacting St. 1993, c.71, it intended to establish a fair and com-
-3 prehensive system of assessing student competency and perfor-
-4 mance based upon multiple assessment instruments. The general
5 court further finds that the system of assessing student perfor-
-6 mance implemented by the board of education, pursuant to the
7 authority granted to it by the applicable provisions of chapter 71
8 of the acts of 1993 has failed to establish such a fair and compre-
-9 hensive system of student assessment by: (i) failing to establish in

10 a timely fashion and to maintain consistent curriculum frame-
-11 works so as to hold students, schools and school districts to con-
-12 sistent performance expectations, and to permit students, schools
13 and school districts an adequate opportunity to align curricula
14 with such frameworks and to meet such expectations; (ii) relying
15 exclusively on the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment
16 System (“MCAS”) test, so called, to assess student performance,
17 (iii) and failing to make appropriate accommodations in assessing
18 certain students. The purpose of this act is to correct these and
19 other deficiencies in the student assessment system implemented
20 by the board, and it shall be liberally construed to effectuate this

21 purpose.
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1 SECTION 2. Paragraph (i) of the fourth paragraph of
2 section ID of chapter 69 of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 second sentence the following two sentences:— Satisfaction of
3 the requirements of the competency determination shall be
6 deemed to have been achieved for purposes of high school gradua-
-7 tion for each student who attains a passing score on the MCAS
8 test, so called. For any student who does not attain a passing score
9 on the MCAS test, so-called satisfaction of the requirements of

10 the competency determination shall be determined under the pro-
-11 cedures set forth in section 1 DVi.

1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 69 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section ID the following section:—

4 (a) A student who does not achieve a passing score on the
5 MCAS test, may be eligible to graduate if the student does all of
6 the following:

(1) takes the MCAS test, in each subject area in which the stu-
-8 dent did not achieve a passing score at least one (1) time every
9 school year after the school year in which the student first takes

10 the MCAS test.
11 (2) Completes remediation opportunities provided to the stu
12 dent by the student’s school.
13 (3) Maintains a school attendance rate that satisfies the district
14 attendance policies.
15 (4) Maintains a passing grade average in the courses com-
-16 prising the subject matter of the required MCAS test.
17 (5) Maintains a passing grade average in the courses com-

-1 8 prising the subject matter of the required MCAS test. The grade
19 point average, or the equivalent, in that subject area shall be fac-

-20 tored in with the MCAS test scores in a ratio to be determined by
21 the Department that is consistent with demonstrating competency
22 in that subject area.
23 (6) otherwise satisfies all local graduation requirements,
24 (b) This subsection applies to a student who is “a school age
25 child with special needs” as defined by chapter 718, section 1 of
26 the General Laws. If the student does not achieve a passing score
27 on the MCAS test, so-called, the student’s TEAM may determine

3 Section IDVL
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28 that the student is eligible to graduate if the TEAM finds the
29 following:
30 (1) the TEAM leader, in consultation with the teacher of the
31 student in each subject area in which the student has not achieved
32 a passing score, makes a written recommendation to the TEAM.
33 The recommendation must:
34 (A) be concurred in by the principal of the student’s school;
35 (B) be supported by documentation that the student has attained
36 the academic standard, as provided in the student’s individual edu-
-37 cation program, in the subject area based upon:
38 (i) tests other than the MCAS test; or
39 (ii) classroom work; or
40 (iii) portfolios of work; or
41 (iv) performance assessment.
42 (2) The student meets all of the following requirements:
43 (A) Retakes the MCAS test in each subject area in which the
44 student did not achieve a passing score as often as required by the
45 student’s individualized education plan.
46 (B) Completes remediation opportunities provided to the stu-
-47 dent by the student’s school to the extent required by the student’s
48 individualized education program.
49 (C) Maintains a school attendance rate that satisfies the district
50 attendance policies.
51 (D) Maintains a passing grade average or the equivalent in the
52 courses comprising the subject matter of the required MCAS test.
53 (E) otherwise satisfies all local graduation requirements.
54 Every school district that intends to grant a diploma to any stu-
-55 dent in 2003 and after, must provide to the department by
56 December 31, 2002 a written plan to implement the graduation
57 requirements, as set out in this section. Further, every school dis-
-58 trict that intends to grant a diploma to any student pursuant to this
59 section shall provide to the department the name of the student
60 and shall certify that the student has met the requirements of this
61 section no later than June 1 of any year. The department shall pro-
-62 mulgate regulations to fulfill the purposes of this section.

1 SECTION 4. The second paragraph of section II of chapter 69,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking the fifth sentence

3 and inserting in place thereof the following two sentences: — As
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4 much as is practicable, especially in the case of any student whose
5 performance is difficult to assess using conventional methods,
6 including without limitations, students in special education or
7 transitional bilingual education and/or who have limited English
8 proficiency, students with Section 504 accommodation plans, so-
-9 called, and students attending vocational-technical programs, such

10 instruments shall include consideration of work samples, projects
11 and portfolios, and shall facilitate authentic and direct gauges of
12 student performance. For such students, such instruments shall be
13 constructed with any necessary modifications or accommodations,
14 so as reasonably to permit the student to demonstrate his or her
15 acquisition of the skills, competencies and knowledge in the said
16 curriculum frameworks, and to comply with all applicable federal
17 and state special education and disability discrimination laws.

1 SECTION 5. Said section II of said chapter 69, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting after the fourth
3 paragraph the following paragraph:—
4 Notwithstanding any provisions of this chapter to the contrary,
5 reporting by the department of performance levels of the MCAS
6 tests, so-called, shall be by numerical categories and shall not be
7 by any qualitative description, such as “advanced”, “proficient”
8 “needs improvement” or “failing”.

1 SECTION 6. Said chapter 69 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 1M the following section:—
3 Section IN. The board shall require local school districts to
4 develop programs to assist students who fail to meet the required
5 academic standards as set by the state. Beginning in January,
6 2001, and continuing each year thereafter, each school district
7 shall receive the sum of one thousand dollars multiplied by the
8 number of students who failed any state mandated assessment, or
9 any part thereof, in the previous school year. The monies shall be

10 available without application by the school district and shall be
11 distributed as part of the second quarterly local aid payment to the
12 school district. The board shall evaluate the programs developed
13 by local school districts and may require information from local
14 school districts to assist in its evaluation.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.


