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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

We are filing today the attached legislation, entitled “An Act Requiring Repeat
Offenders to Serve Sentences for Every Crime.” This legislation will help to ensure that
habitual criminals get the sentences they deserve. A small percentage of the population is
responsible for a great percentage of the crimes that are committed in the
Commonwealth. We need to incapacitate these habitual criminals by keeping them in
prison longer. This bill will require criminals who commit a crime while they are on
probation to serve the sentence for the new crime they commit consecutively to the
sentence for the crime for which they were on probation. Additionally, this bill mandates
that a repeat offender who commits a violent felony serve his sentence for that felony
consecutive to any sentence imposed upon him for another crime.

By targeting repeat offenders, this legislation will keep these criminals locked in
prison rather than out in the community committing more crimes. We urge you to enact
this important legislation without delay.

T A
Jane Swift
Lieutenant Governor
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In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act requiring repeat offenders to serve sentences for every
CRIME.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Chapter 279 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 8B the following two new sections:—
3 Section BC. If a defendant who has been placed on probation
4 commits a crime during the period of probation, the sentence
5 imposed for such crime shall run consecutively to any sentence
6 imposed for the crime for which the defendant was on probation;
7 provided, however, that if a sentence is imposed for the crime com-
-8 milled while the defendant was on probation before a sentence is
9 imposed for the crime for which the defendant was initially placed

10 on probation, any sentence imposed for the crime for which the
11 defendant was initially placed on probation shall run consecutively
12 to any sentence imposed for the crime committed during the period
13 of probation.
14 Section BD. Any sentence imposed upon a defendant for com-
-15 mission of a violent felony shall run consecutively to any sentence
16 imposed upon the defendant for any other violent felony not based
17 upon the same criminal conduct or episode or arising out of the
18 same course of conduct; provided, however, that upon motion of
19 the district attorney and agreement of the defendant, the court may
20 order said sentences to be served concurrently.
21 For purposes of this section, the term “violent felony” shall mean
22 a violation of section 1,13, 138, 13C, 13F, 14, 15, 15A, 158, 16, 17,
23 18, 18A, 18C, 22, 22A, 24, 248, 26, or 28 of chapter 265, or of
24 section 1 or 14 of chapter 266; provided, however, that a violation of
25 section 15A or section 158 of said chapter 265 shall be deemed to
26 be a violent felony only if such violation resulted in serious bodily
27 injury or involved the use of a firearm or a dangerous weapon
28 described in paragraph (b) of section 10 ofchapter 269.
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