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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am filing today for your consideration the attached legislation entitled “An Act
Opening Parole Hearings to the Public.” This bill will allow the public to attend and
victims and law enforcement to participate in parole hearings for prisoners serving state
prison sentences for violent felonies and sex offenses, as well as prisoners incarcerated
for crimes that resulted in the death ofa victim.

The citizens of our Commonwealth are entitled to know when a dangerous
criminal is being considered for release into the community and to have the opportunity
to monitor the parole process. My legislation opens these parole hearings to the public.
The bill also gives the public a voice at such hearings by assuring that District Attorneys
and the Attorney General will have the ability to speak for the people ofour
Commonwealth

Just three days ago I signed into law a measure to assure victim participation
during parole hearings involving sex offenders and violent criminals. When a violent
criminal is being considered for parole, the victims of these serious crimes should have
the opportunity to have their voices heard by the parole board.

This bill that I am filing today goes further than that important new law. First, my
bill recognizes and protects the rights of victims, not only by allowing them to actively
participate in the parole process, but by assuring that their privacy and'security is
protected while they do so. My legislation requires the parole board to make
accommodations to protect victims’ confidentiality and safety. Second, my bill opens
these parole hearings to the public to assure greater accountability of the process.

This legislation is a further step to ensure that the interests ofvictims and the
public are placed before the rights of criminals. I urge your favorable consideration
this legislation.



HOUSE No. 4323 [July

In the Year Two Thousand and One

An Act opening parole hearings to the public.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1998 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking
3 section 133 C and inserting the following new section:—
4 Section 133C. (a) For the purpose of this section, the following
5 terms shall have the following meanings:
6 “Family Member”, parent, stepparent or guardian of the victim,
7 spouse or person with whom the victim lived and in a relationship
8 similar to marriage, child, stepchild, grandchild, grandparent, sib-
-9 ling, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew and guardian of the minor child or

10 stepchild of the victim.
11 “Sex Offense”, any violation of sections thirteen B, thirteen F,
12 thirteen H, twenty-two, twenty-two A, twenty-three, twenty-four,
13 twenty-four B of chapter two hundred and sixty-five; or sections
14 two, three, four A, four B, sixteen, twenty-eight, twenty-nine A,
15 twenty-nine B, twenty-nine C, thirty-five A of chapter two hun-
-16 dred and seventy-two; of, an attempt to commit any crime referred
17 to in this section.
18 “Violent Felony”, any violation of sections thirteen, thirteen C,
19 thirteen DVi, thirteen J, thirteen K, fourteen, fifteen, fifteen A, fif-
-20 teen B, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, eighteen A, eighteen B, eigh-
-21 teen C, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-one A, twenty-five.
22 twenty-six, twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty-seven, thirty-nine,
23 forty-three, forty-four of chapter two hundred and sixty-five; or
24 sections one, two, five A, ten, fourteen fifteen, sixteen, seventeen,
25 one hundred and one, and one hundred and two of chapter two
26 hundred and sixty-six; or sections two, four, six, seven of chapter
27 two hundred and seventy-four; or an attempt to commit any crime
28 referred to in this section.
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29 (b) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 167 to 1788 of
30 chapter 6, any parole hearing for a prisoner serving a sentence for
31 a crime which resulted in the death of a victim shall be open to the
32 public.
33 (c) Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 167 to 1788 of
34 chapter 6, any parole hearing for a prisoner serving a sentence in
35 the state prison for a violent felony or sex offense shall be open to
36 the public.
37 (d) The parole board shall, at least thirty days before any parole
38 hearing held under the provisions of this section, notify in writing
39 the Attorney General, the District Attorney in whose district sen-
-40 tence was imposed, the chief of police or head of the organized
41 police department of the municipality in which the crime was
42 committed and the victims of the crime for which the sentence
43 was imposed, and said officials and victims may appear in person,
44 be represented, or make written recommendations to the parole
45 board. The family members of a deceased victim may represent
46 the victim and make oral and/or written recommendations to the
47 parole board at such parole hearings and at parole hearings con-
-48 ducted under section 133 A of chapter 127.
49 (e) The parole board shall promulgate rules and regulations to
50 promote the security and the orderly and efficient administration
51 of such hearings. Such rules and regulations: (1) shall provide for
52 accommodations that may be made for victims to protect their pri-
-53 vacy, confidentiality, and safety; (2) may limit the number of per-
-54 sons who attend or testify at such hearings; and (3) may provide
55 for the use of video-conferencing to conduct such hearings and
56 allow for public access.

1 SECTION 2. The provisions of this Act shall apply to parole
2 hearings conducted on or after the effective date of this Act.
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