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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am filing herewith for your consideration the attached bill entitled, “An Act
Criminalizing the Possession and Use of Chemical, Biological or Nuclear Weapons.”

As we have unfortunately learned through deadly Anthrax attacks and recently
disclosed plots to detonate weapons containing radioactive material in our country, it is
paramount that we bring individuals with such evil intentions to justice. My proposal
criminalizing the possession or use of biological, chemical or nuclear weapons with the
intent to cause death, injury or property damage will provide local law enforcement with
an important tool to prosecute individuals in the early stages ofsuch weapon
development and planning on the local level. Moreover, consistent with the serious
nature of these crimes, this bill carries an equally serious penalty upon conviction -

imprisonment in a state prison for up to 20 years and a fine ofup to $20,000. Deterrence
and early intervention in such deadly plots is essential to the protection of our citizenry
and infrastructure.

I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation
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In the Year Two Thousand and Two,

An Act criminalizing the possession and use of chemical,
BIOLOGICAL OR NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

1 Whereas , The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to forthwith criminalize the posses-
-3 sion and use of chemical, biological or nuclear weapons, therefore
4 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 102 A of Chapter 266 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 2000 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the
3 following clause:—
4 (b) Whoever, without lawful authority, knowingly develops,
5 produces, stockpiles, acquires, transports, possesses or uses any
6 biological, chemical or nuclear weapon or delivery system, with
7 the intent to cause death, bodily injury or property damage, or
8 whoever has in his possession or under his control such an article,
9 contrivance, device or substance, with said intent, shall be pun-

-10 ished by imprisonment in the house of corrections for not more
11 than 2 1/2 years or by imprisonment in the state prison for not
12 more than 20 years or by a fine of not more than $20,000, or by
13 both such fine and imprisonment.
14 (c) For the purposes of this section, the following terms shall
15 have the following meanings;
16 (1) “biological weapon”, any microorganism, virus, infectious
17 substance or biological product that may be engineered as a result
18 of biotechnology, or any naturally occurring or bioengineered
19 component of any such microorganism, virus, infectious sub-

-20 stance, or biological product, except where intended for a purpose
21 not prohibited under this section, specifically prepared in a
22 manner to cause death, disease or other biological malfunction in
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23 a human, an animal, a plant, or another living organism, deteriora-
-24 tion of food, water, equipment supplies, or material of any kind;
25 or deleterious alteration of the environment;
26 (2) “chemical weapon”, a toxic chemical or its precursors,
27 expect where intended for a purpose not prohibited under this
28 section as long as the type and quantity is consistent with such a
29 purpose; a munition or device, specifically designed to cause
30 death or other harm through toxic properties of those toxic chemi-
-31 cals which would be released as a result of the employment of
32 such munition or device;
33 (3) “nuclear weapon”, a device designed to release radiation or
34 radioactivity at a level, which can cause bodily harm or a dan-
-35 gerous radioactive substance.
36 (4) “delivery system”, any equipment specifically designed for
37 use directly in connection with the employment of chemical, bio-
-38 logical or nuclear weapons.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper




