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To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

I am filing herewith for your consideration the attached bill entitled, “An Act
Safeguarding Certain Records to Ensure Public Safety.”

In the wake of the attacks on theWorld Trade Center and thePentagon, both
government and private industry are compelled to protect their resources, infrastructure
and facilities from nothing short of acts of war. Within this new paradigm, it has become
apparent that there are certain records pertaining to state and local government’s ability tc
protect its resources as well as other sensitive infrastructure, that if released, could
compromise our ability to best protect the Commonwealth’s citizens

This legislation carves out a very narrow exemption to the definition of public
records for those materials pertaining to public safety including threat assessments,
security plans and certain records depicting critical infrastructure. This exemption
requires a public record custodian to demonstrate that the release ofthe records sought
may jeopardize public safety, therefore this bill reaches a careful balance between the
need to protect certain sensitive records and the public’s right to access government
information. Moreover, this proposal will encourage private industries to share sensitive
information regarding their respective security plans with law enforcement without the
risk of automatic public disclosure.

I urge your favorable consideration of this legislation

Respectfullwsubmitted
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In the Year Two Thousand and Two

An Act safeguarding certain records to ensure public safety.

1 Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose, which is to forthwith provide for the protection of the
3 Commonwealth’s citizens by safeguarding certain records to ensure
4 public safety, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
5 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public safety and
6 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Clause Twenty-Six of Section 7 of Chapter 4 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 2000 Official Edition, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after paragraph (m) the following paragraph: —
4 (n) records, including but not limited to, blueprints, plans, poli-
-5 cies, procedures and schematic drawings, which relate to internal
6 layout and structural elements, security measures, emergency pre-
-7 paredness, threat or vulnerability assessments, or any other records
8 relating to the security or safety of persons or buildings, structures,
9 facilities, utilities, transportation or other infrastructure located

10 within the Commonwealth, the disclosure of which, in the reason-
-11 able judgement of the record custodian, is likely to jeopardize public
12 safety.
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