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In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act relative to overseas absentee voting.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 103 A the following section:—Section 1038. It is the
3 intent and purpose of this section to facilitate the federal mandate
4 of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens’ Absentee Voting Act
5 (UOCAVA, 42 U.S.C. 1973ff et. seq.).
6 If a voter is a registered voter of the commonwealth residing
7 outside the United States or a member of the United States uni-
-8 formed services or merchant or their family members who are reg-
-9 istered voters of the commonwealth, they may request not earlier

10 than 180 days before on election, or special write in absentee
11 ballot.
12 The voter must submit with the request a statement that pro-
-13 vides that due to military or other contingencies that preclude
14 normal mail delivery, the elector cannot vote an absentee ballot
15 during the normal absentee voting period.
16 An applicant who is a member of the United States Armed
17 Forces or the United States merchant marine, a family member, or
18 is a qualified elector living outside the United States, may apply
19 for registration and an absentee ballot by electronic transmission
20 if otherwise qualified to apply for and vote by absentee ballot. A
21 local election official may send and receive absentee ballot appli-
-22 cations and accept voted ballots from eligible electors via elec-
-23 tronic transmission.
24 For all elections, the official charged with the printing and dis-
-25 tribution of ballots and election materials shall print as many
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26 absentee ballots as may be necessary as soon as possible after
27 receiving the information concerning candidates and measure to
28 be voted on at an election. If a national or local emergency or
29 other situation arises which makes substantial compliance with the
30 provisions of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
31 Voting Act impossible or unreasonable, such as a natural disaster
32 or an armed conflict involving United States Armed Forces, or
33 mobilization of those forces, including State National Guard and
34 Reserve components of this state, the state secretary by emer-
-35 gency orders or rules, such special procedures or requirements as
36 may be necessary to facilitate absentee voting by those citizens
37 directly affected who otherwise are eligible to vote in the state.
38 The state secretary shall adopt rules describing the emergency
39 powers and the situations in which the powers will be exercised.
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