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In the Year Two Thousand and Five

An Act to provide licensing for genetic counseling.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Licensing Act. The act defines the practice of genetic coun-
-2 seling and requires a license to practice genetic counseling within
3 the state. The act creates the Genetic Counselors’ Licensing
4 Board. The act sets forth the requirements for licensure. The act
5 provides for exemptions from licensure. The act defines unlawful
6 and unprofessional conduct and provides for discipline against
7 licensees.
8 The General Laws is hereby amended by inserting the
9 following section:

10 There shall be a board of registration overseeing genetic coun-
-11 selors, herein called the board, consisting of “X” persons, I
12 member who will be of the general public. This board of registra-
-13 tion will be under the Department of Public Health, along with
14 other health care licensing boards. All members shall be residents
15 of the commonwealth and will be appointed by the governor.
16 Members shall be appointed for terms of “three/two years”. No
17 member shall be appointed to more than two consecutive full
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18 terms but a member appointed for less than a full term may serve
19 two full terms in addition to such part of a full term and a former
20 member shall again be eligible for appointment after a lapse of at
21 least one year. A member may be removed by the governor for
22 neglect of duty, misconduct or malfeasance or misfeasance in
23 office after a written notice of the charges against him/her and an
24 opportunity to be heard.
25 The board shall, at its first meeting and annually thereafter,
26 elect from among its members a chairperson, vice chairperson and
27 secretary. Officers shall serve until successors are elected and
28 qualified. The board shall meet at the call of the chairperson or
29 upon request of “X” members of the board. The board shall meet
30 at least two times annually. A quorum shall consist of “X” mem-
-31 bers present. Board members shall serve without compensation
32 but shall be reimbursed for actual and reasonable expenses
33 incurred in the performance of their duties.
34 Registration and Licensing of Genetic Counselors
35 Definitions.
36 “ABGC”, the American Board of Genetic Counseling, a
37 national agency for certification and recertification of genetic
38 counselors.
39 “ABMG”, American Board of Medical Genetics, a national
40 agency for certification and recertification of genetic counselors,
41 MD geneticists and PhD geneticists.
42 “Board”, the board ofregistration in genetic counseling.
43 “General Supervision”, a supervisor (whether a licensed genetic
44 counselor or MD) has the overall responsibility to assess the work
45 of the supervisee (whether a provisionally or fully licensed
46 genetic counselor) including regular meetings and chart review.
47 An annual supervision contract signed by the supervisor and
48 supervisee must be on file with both parties.
49 "Genetic counselor”, a person licensed under this legislation to
50 engage in the practice of genetic counseling.
51 “Licensed Genetic Counselor”, any person (Masters or Ph.D.
52 trained) who meets the qualifications set forth under this act and
53 successfully completes the application.
54 “Practice of genetic counseling”, a communication process,
55 conducted by one or more appropriately trained individuals, that
56 includes:
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57 1) estimating the likelihood of occurrence or recurrence of a
58 birth defect or of any potentially inherited or genetically influ-
-59 enced condition. This assessment may involve:
60 a. obtaining and analyzing a complete health history of the
61 person and family
62 b. reviewing pertinent medical records
63 c. evaluating the risks from exposure to possible mutagens or
64 teratogens
65 d. recommending genetic testing or other evaluations to diag-
-66 nose a condition or determine the carrier status of one or more
67 family members
68 2) helping the individual, family, health care provider or public:
69 a. appreciate the medical, psychological and social implications
70 of a disorder, including its features, variability, usual course and
71 management options
72 b. learn how genetic factors contribute to the disorder and
73 affect the chance for recurrence of the condition in other family
74 members
75 c. understand available options for coping with, preventing, or
76 reducing the chance of occurrence or recurrence of a condition
77 d. select the most appropriate, accurate, and cost-effective
78 methods of diagnosis
79 e. understand genetic or prenatal tests, coordinate testing for
80 inherited disorders, and interpret complex genetic test results
81 3) facilitating an individual’s or family’s:
82 a. exploration of the perception of risk and burden associated
83 with the disorder
84 b. decision-making regarding testing or medical interventions
85 consistent with their beliefs, goals, needs, resources, culture and
86 ethical/ moral views
87 c. adjustment and adaptation to the condition or their genetic
88 risk by addressing needs for psychological, social and medical
89 support.
90 “Provisional licensed genetic counselor”, a person provision-
-91 ally licensed.
92 Board
93 The board shall have the following powers and duties:
94 (a) to promulgate regulations and adopt such rules as are neces-
-95 sary to regulate the field and practice of genetic counseling and
96 genetic counselors;
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(b) to recommend policy and budgetary matters to the state’s
licensing department;

97
98

(c) to receive, review, approve or disapprove applications for
licensing, renewal, reinstatement and to issue licenses;

99
100

(d) to establish administrative procedures for processing appli-
cations for licenses and license renewals and to hire or appoint
such agents as are appropriate for processing applications for
licenses and license renewals;

101
102
103
104

(e) to retain records of its actions and proceedings in accor-
dance with public records laws;

105
106

(f) to establish specifications for the licensing examination,
which may be or may include the complete certification examina-
tion given by the American Board of Genetic Counseling or the
American Board of Medical Genetics, or its successor, and to pro-
vide or procure appropriate examination questions and answers
and to establish examination procedures;

107
108
109
110
11l
112

(g) to define by regulation the appropriate standards for educa-
tion and experience necessary to qualify for licensing, including,
but not limited to, continuing professional education requirements
for licensed genetic counselors and provisional licensed genetic
counselors, which shall be no less stringent than those of the
American Board of Genetic Counseling, or its successor; and for
the conduct and ethics which shall govern the practice of genetic
counseling;

113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120

(h) to establish standards of supervision for students or persons
in training to become qualified to obtain a license in the occupa-
tion or profession it represents;

121
122
123

(i) to fine, censure, revoke, suspend or deny a license, place on
probation, reprimand or otherwise discipline licensees for viola-
tions of the code of ethics or the rules of the board in accordance
with the provisions of section “X”, but the board shall not have
the power of subpoena as established pursuant to section “X”;

124
125
126
127
128

(j) to summarily suspend the license of a licensee who poses an

imminent danger to the public but a hearing shall be afforded to
the licensee within seven days of an action by the board to deter-
mine whether such summary action is warranted; and

129
130
131
132

(k) to perform such other functions and duties as may be

required to carry out the provisions of this section.
133
134
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Application135
An application for original license, a license renewal or for the

licensing examination shall be made on forms approved by the
board and accompanied by the appropriate fee.

136
137
138

The fee for original license and renewal shall be determined by
the secretary of administration and finance. An application for
original license shall be sworn and shall furnish satisfactory proof
that an applicant is at least 18 years old, of good moral character
and has met the educational and professional experience require-
ments prerequisite to sitting for the licensing examination.

139
140
141
142
143
144

Qualifications for Licensure145
Requirements for licensing shall include;146
(1) successful completion of a genetic counseling education

program approved by the board provided that the program has
educational standards that are no less stringent than those estab-
lished by the American Board of Genetic Counseling, or its suc-
cessor, and provided also that the board shall require continuing
education as a condition for license renewals. Provide satisfactory
evidence of having earned:

147
148
149
150
151
152
153

(a) a masters degree from a genetic counseling training program
that is accredited by the ABGC or an equivalent as determined by
the ABGC; or

154
155
156
157 (b) a doctoral degree from a medical genetics training program

that is accredited by the ABMG or an equivalent as determined by
the ABMG;

158
159
160 (2) meeting the examination requirement for certification as:

(a) a genetic counselor by the ABGC or the ABMG; or161
162 (b) a medical geneticist by the ABMG.
163 The examination shall test the applicant’s knowledge of basic

and clinical sciences as they relate to genetic counseling theory
and practice and other subjects as the board may deem useful to
determine the applicant's fitness to act as a genetic counselor. The
board may utilize a national examination that meets the require-
ments of this section; and

164
165
166
167
168
169 (3) completion of such experience as may be required by the

board.170
171 Provisional License
172 A person who meets the qualifications to be admitted to the

approved examination for licensure as a genetic counselor may.173
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between the date of filing an application for licensure and the
announcement of the results of the next succeeding examination,
practice as a provisionally licensed genetic counselor provided
that he/she files an approved application with the board and pays a
fee determined by the secretary of administration and finance. The
board may grant a provisional license to a person who success-
fully completes a genetic counseling education program approved
by the board and is qualified to be admitted to the examination.
Such license shall be valid for two years from the date of its issue
and may be renewed for an additional two years if an applicant
fails the first sitting of the ABGC or ABMG certification exam.
Such provisional license shall expire automatically upon the ear-
liest of the following;

174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186

{1) issuance of a full license;187
(2) 30 days after the applicant fails to pass the complete exami-

nation; or
188
189

(3) the date printed on the temporary license.190
An application for extension shall be signed by a supervising

licensed genetic counselor. A provisionally licensed genetic coun-
selor shall be under the general supervision of a licensed genetic
counselor or a licensed physician with current ABMG certifica-
tion in clinical genetics at all times during which the provisionally
licensed genetic counselor performs clinical genetic counseling.
The board shall adopt rules governing such supervision and direc-
tion which may not require the immediate physical presence of the
supervising licensed genetic counselor.

191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199

Denial of License200
The board may deny or refuse to renew a license or, after a

hearing pursuant to chapter “X”, revoke, suspend or cancel the
license or place on probation, reprimand, censure or otherwise
discipline a licensee upon proof satisfactory to a majority of the
board that the person:

201
202
203
204
205

(a) has obtained or attempted to obtain a license by fraud or

deception;
206
207

(b) has been convicted ot a felony under state or federal law, or
committed any other offense involving moral turpitude,

(c) has been adjudged mentally ill or incompetent by a court ot

competent jurisdiction;

208
209
210
211
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(d) has used illicit drugs or intoxicating liquors to the extent
which adversely affects his/her practice;

212
213

(e) has engaged in unethical or unprofessional conduct
including, but not limited to, willful acts, negligence or incompe-
tence in the course of professional practice;

214
215
216

(f) has violated any lawful order, rule or regulation rendered or
adopted by the board; or

217
218

(g) has been refused issuance or been disciplined in connection
with a license issued by any other state or country.

219
220

Restricted Use of Title221
No person shall hold himself/herself out as a genetic counselor999

223 or as being able to practice genetic counseling in the common-
224 wealth unless he/she is licensed in accordance with this act. No
225 person who is not so licensed may use in connection with his/her
226 name or place of business, the title “Genetic Counselor
227 “Licensed Genetic Counselor,” “Gene Counselor,“ “Genetic Con
228 sultant,” “Genetic Associate,” or any words, letters, abbreviations
229 or insignia indicating or implying a person holds a genetic coun-
230 seling license.
231 Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent or restrict
232 the practice, service or activities of:
233 (a) any person licensed, certified, or registered in the common-
234 wealth, by any other statute other than as a genetic counselor from
235 engaging in activities within the scope of practice of the profes-
236 sion or occupation for which he/she is licensed provided that
237 he/she does not represent to the public, directly or indirectly, that
238 he/she is licensed under this act, inclusive, and that he/she does
239 not use any name, title or designation indicating that the person is
240 licensed under said act, inclusive;
241 (b) any person employed as a genetic counselor by the federal
242 government or an agency thereof if such person provides genetic
243 counseling services solely under the direction and control of the
244 organization by which he/she is employed;
245 (c) a student/intern enrolled in an approved genetic counseling
246 education program if genetic counseling services performed by
247 the student are an integral part of the student's course of study and
248 are performed under the direct supervision of a licensed genetic
249 counselor assigned to supervise the student and who is on duty
250 and available in the assigned patient care area and if the person is
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251 designated by a title which clearly indicates his/her status as a stu-
dent or intern;2<p

253 (d) an individual trained as a genetic counselor, who is reap-
plying for the ABGC certification examination and gathering log-
book cases under general supervision in an approved genetic
counseling training site;

254
255
256
257 (e) an individual trained as a Ph.D. medical geneticist who is

reapplying for the ABMG certification examination and is gath-
ering logbook cases under a supervisor identified in the training
program’s ABMG accreditation documents as a member of the
training faculty;

258
259
260
261
262 (f) visiting ABGC or ABMG certified genetic counselors from

outside the commonwealth operating as consultants or the use of
occasional services of organizations from outside the common-
wealth employing ABGC or ABMG certified genetic counselors.

263
264
265

Reciprocal Licensure266
267 The board may license as a genetic counselor any applicant

who is duly licensed or certified under the laws of another state or
territory of the United States, the District of Columbia or the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if such applicant substantially
meets the requirements for licensing as a genetic counselor as set
forth in this chapter. At the time of making such application, the
applicant shall pay a fee determined by the secretary of adminis-
tration and finance to the board.

268
269
270
271
272
273
274

Nothing in this chapter, inclusive, shall be construed to autho-
rize a genetic counselor to practice medicine or any other form or
method of healing not specified in said chapter, inclusive.

275
276
277

The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations to carry
into effect this chapter, inclusive, and may amend and revoke such
rules and regulations at its discretion. The hoard shall keep a
record of its proceedings and a roster of all persons licensed or
provisionally licensed by it under this chapter, inclusive. The
roster shall include the licensee name, last known business and
residential address, date of licensing and license number.

278
279
280
281
282
283
284

Notwithstanding the provisions of section “X” of the General
Laws, the initial appointment of genetic counselors to the board of
registration of genetic counselors, in accordance with section "X’,
shall consist of persons eligible for licensing as genetic counselors
who shall apply for and receive such licenses as genetic coun-

285
286
287
288
289



HOUSE —No. 36522005]

290 selors within 90 days after said board has issued its first license.
291 The initial appointments to said board shall be for terms of
292 “two/three” years.
293 Notwithstanding the provisions of sections “X”, inclusive, of
294 chapter “X” of the General Laws, a person shall be eligible until
295 “XXXXX” to make application to the board and to receive a
296 license if the person is actively engaged in the practice of genetic
297 counseling consistent with said sections “X”, inclusive.
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