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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Today I am filing for your consideration “An Act Further Supporting
Servicemembers and Their Families.”

Last year the Commonwealth made a strong statement with the enactment
of Chapter 130 of the Acts of 2005, the Welcome Home bill. While 1 was
honored to sign that legislation into law on Veterans Day, we all agreed that
the Commonwealth could do more to support those serving in the armed
forces and their families.

The attached legislation recognizes the sacrifice that servicemen and
women and their families endure to protect the freedom that we enjoy. The
legislation allows those serving overseas to exercise their democratic right to

suffrage. While protecting democracy overseas, the democratic rights ot
those in the armed forces should be protected. Spouses of those in active
military service have had to disrupt their lives in order to fulfill their com-
mitment to our Nation. Provisions of the bill will also allow spouses and
families to adapt to the mobile military lifestyle that is needed to maintain
both a commitment to the military and family life.

The attached legislation will:
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Allow the Secretary of the Commonwealth to determine if electronic

voting is viable and if so to begin implementation for the purpose o

overseas voting;
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Allow municipalities to charge less than 8% interest when a real estate
property tax deferral is granted for active military personnel who have
financial hardship due to being deployed;
Allow a military spouse to renew a temporary certificate to teach during
the period of active military duty for his/her spouse;
Codify the case by case determination that allows military spouses to
receive unemployment insurance if his or her spouse is permanently
reassigned out of Massachusetts; and,
Extend any professional license that may expire because of active mili-
tary ditty until 90 days after discharge from active military service and
waive any associated renewal fee.

The legislation was drafted in cooperation with the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth and the United States Department of Defense. On behalf of
servicemen and women and their families, 1 urge your prompt and favorable
consideration.

Respectfully submitted.
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In the Year Two Thousand and Six

An Act further supporting servicemembers and their families.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following sections:—
3 Section 1038. (a) The state secretary shall determine whether
4 secure electronic means can be established for sending and
5 receiving ballots from individual voters who are subject to the
6 Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act pursuant
7 to 42 USC section 1973 ff et seq. If such security can be estab-
-8 lished, the state secretary shall adopt rules to authorize the city or
9 town clerk or election commissioners to accept from such a voter

10 a request for an absentee ballot or a voted absentee ballot by
11 secure facsimile machine transmission or other secure electronic
12 means if the municipality can demonstrate the ability to create
13 secure electronic means. The state secretary shall adopt applicable
14 rules setting forth such requirements. Additionally, the rules must
15 provide that in order to accept a voted ballot, the verification of
16 the voter must be established, the security of the transmission
17 must be established, and each ballot received must be recorded.
18 (b) If it is determined that security for sending and receiving
19 ballots can be obtained by a municipality as described above,
20 when a voter subject to the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
21 Absentee Voting Act pursuant to 42 USC section 1973 if ct scq.
22 requests an absentee ballot and includes an e-mail address in such
23 request, the city or town clerk or election commissioner in that

24 municipality shall inform the voter of the names oi candidates
25 who will be on the ballots via electronic transmission, flic city or

26 town clerk or election commissioner shall e-mail to the voter tie

27 list of candidates not later than 30 days before each election

28 Section 103C. It is the intent and purpose of the Genera! Co

29 that the provisions set forth in this chapter arc designer
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30 tate the federal mandate of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
31 Absentee Voting Act pursuant to 42 USC section 1973 ff et seq.
32 Section 103D. If a national declared emergency, state declared
33 emergency or serious incident arises which makes substantial
34 compliance with the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
35 Voting Act pursuant to 42 USC section 1973 ff et seq. impossible
36 or unreasonable, such as a natural disaster or an armed conflict
37 involving the armed forces of the United States, or mobilization of
38 those forces, including the National Guard, the state secretary may
39 prescribe emergency orders or rules, and such special procedures
40 or requirements as may be necessary to facilitate absentee voting
41 by those citizens affected who otherwise are eligible to vote in the
42 state. The state secretary, in consultation with the Governor, shall
43 adopt rules describing the emergency powers and the situations in
44 which the powers may be exercised.

1 SECTION 2. Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as
2 recently amended by chapter 136 of the acts of 2005, shall be
3 amended by inserting in line 467 after the word “annum” the
4 following:—
5 or such lesser rate as maybe determined by the legislative body
6 of the city or town, subject to its charter, no later than the begin-
-7 ning of the fiscal year to which the tax relates.

1 SECTION 3. Section 38G of chapter 71 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 2004 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting in line 53 after the word “nonrenewable” the
4 following:—
5 ; provided that the commissioner may renew a temporary cer-
-6 tificate for the spouse of a member of the military during the
7 period of active military duty in Massachusetts.

1 SECTION 4. Subsection (e) of section 25 of chapter 151 A of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the 2004 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by adding after the word “locality”, in line 212,
4 the following:—
5 ; provided, that an otherwise qualified individual shall be
6 allowed to serve a waiting period or receive benefits where such
7 individual has left an employer to accompany a spouse who has
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8 been permanently reassigned from one military assignment to
9 another military assignment beyond commuting distance; pro-

-10 vided, however, that if such employer is liable for contributions
11 pursuant to section 14 or I4C of this chapter, such employer's
12 account shall not be charged for any benefits paid out to the indi-
-13 vidual who leaves to accompany a spouse permanently reassigned
14 from one military assignment to another.

1 SECTION 5. (a) Notwithstanding any special or general law to
2 the contrary, any member of the armed forces of the United States,
3 the Massachusetts army national guard or the Massachusetts air
4 national guard who is called to active service and therefore cannot
5 meet his or her statutory or regulatory professional licensing
6 requirements, payment of fees, and/or penalties shall have such
7 professional licensing requirements, payment of fees, and/or
8 penalties extended until 90 days after the member is discharged
9 from active service

10 (b) The professional licensing agency shall renew a license
11 extended under the provisions of this section for the period that
12 the license is normally issued without regard to its original expira-
-13 tion date at no cost to the member of the armed forces of the
14 United States, the Massachusetts army national guard or the
15 Massachusetts air national guard if the following conditions arc
16 met:
17 (1) the member requests renewal of the license within 90 days
18 after being discharged from active service;
19 (2) the member provides the professional Licensing agency
20 with a copy ofofficial orders calling the member to active service,
21 and official orders discharging the member from active service;
22 and
23 (3) the member meets all the requirements necessary for the
24 renewal of the license.
25 (c) For the purposes of this section, the words “active service
26 shall not include active duty for training in the army national
27 guard or air national guard or as a reservist in the armed forces oi
28 the United States.

I SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon passage
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