
SENATE.....No. 7.

Land Office, January 19, 1842.

To the Honorable the
President of the Senate.

Sir :—I beg leave to present to the Honorable Legis-
lature, through you, the annual report from this depart-
ment.

With great respect,

Your obedient servant,

GEORGE W. COFFIN,

Land Agent.

eommoniataltij of iHassadjusetts.
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To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court
assembled:

The undersigned, land agent of the Commonwealth,
most respectfully asks leave to report to the Legislature,
the transactions in the Land Office during the past year.
I had the honor to communicate to his excellency, the
governor, in July and September last, some of the pro-
ceedings in relation to the public lands, which had occurred
at those dates, and worthy of being noticed, and there
has been but little occurred since which is of much mo-
ment. There has been no sales of the public lands of
consequence effected during the past year, for two rea-
sons. One is, that the lands which belong exclusively to
this Commonwealth without the limits of the disputed
territory, is reduced in quantity, by former sales, to a very
inconsiderable number of townships, and those are princi-
pally valuable for the purposes of agriculture, and there is
so much of that kind of land now in the market, that the
demand has been, and will for some time to come, be
quite limited. The encouragement given to settlers by
the State of Maine, also tends to reduce the estimated

much, that speculators are not inclined to pur-
chase to any great extent, as there is little room left for
them to secure any profit for the labor and expense of
retailing the same to settlers. Consequently, if we make
any sales of any agricultural lands, it must necessarily be
to settlers direct, and in small quantities and long time of
payment. Still, there are several townships, which, from
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their favorable location, would readily sell to a good class
of settlers, and at liberal prices. But, as I have no au-
thority to sell any lands to settlers, except those situated
on the public roads, little therefore can be done by sales
to settlers, till the authority is extended. It appears to
me to be advisable, and I should recommend, that some
of the townships which are well situated, should be sur-
veyed into lots of suitable and convenient size, a price
per acre be set on each lot according to its relative value,
situation and quality considered,—so that we should be
prepared to sell said lots to any good class of actual set-
tiers, whenever they are prepared to purchase.

Another reason why no more lands have been sold the
last year, is, that most of the townships which have been
surveyed, are held jointly by Massachusetts and Maine,
are valuable only for the growth of timber standing on
them, and they contain the principal part of the timber
which is suitable for lumber, now growing in the State of
Maine. Heretofore we have sold lands of this description
jointly, and divided the proceeds, one moiety to each
State. But last winter the Legislature of Maine passed
an order, directing, or restricting their land agent, from
selling any more lands except for cash, and in small
quantities. This order was intended to have been tem-
porary, but the Legislature rose without repealing it, as it
is said, by mistake. As sales of wild lands cannot be
made for cash to any considerable extent, without .great
sacrifice, we of course made no attempt whatever to effect
any sales, although many persons have been in treaty for
purchasing some of the townships, expecting the interdict
will be removed at the present winter session. Yet, while
that order remains, we cannot close any negociation
affecting the lands which are undivided. Ido not how-
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ever consider it by any means desirable, to force sales
faster than the natural demand requires, as it would have
a tendency to depress the price in the market, reduce the
value of the public domain, and to injure those persons
who are now proprietors of lands purchased of the States,
without being in any way of material advantage to the
public revenue. But by waiting patiently, and disposing
of the lands prudently, we shall undoubtedly realize much
more in the end. We have usually fixed a minimum value
on each township, in whole and in parts, and made a
schedule of the same, subject however to a variation in
said prices from time to time, as circumstances and farther
information came to our knowledge ; accordingly we have
been prepared at all times to sell whenever purchasers
appeared, and we occasionally gave notice, by advertising
in the public newspapers, that we were prepared to sell.
If the Legislature deem this course objectionable, or too
slow in its operation, we can sell at public auction annually
several townships, but the prices would be greatly dimin-
ished to what we otherwise should probably realize.

There are two or three townships belonging to this
Commonwealth, situated in the valley of the Aroostook
river, through which the river meanders a distance of
more than twenty miles, having extensive interval mead-
ows on each side of the river most of the distance. On
these townships there are a large number of persons who
have taken up lands without authority, and have made im-
provements, by extensive clearings and erecting buildings
thereon, and they are severally desirous of being permit-
ted to purchase their improvements. It seems to me that
it would be for the interest of the Commonwealth, that
said townships, or so much thereof as includes the im-
provements made, should be surveyed into lots of suitable
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dimensions, and be sold to those now in possession, or to
their assigns. It is true that these lands lie within the
limits of the territory to which the British originally set
up an adverse claim, but there is not now any reasonable
supposition that any serious claim to occupy that part of
the territory this side of Saint Johns river is entertained.

The general question of boundary, from all I can learn
on the subject, does not appear to approach any nearer a
final settlement, than we have been flattered with many
years back. The surveys which have been going on for
two years or more, under the direction, and at the expense
of the General Government, as they progress onward, the
justice of our claim is more and more apparent. Yet I
have no doubt, that this fact of itself, will rather retard
than hasten the settlement. For it is certain, that so long
as we claim to extend our limits to what we call the north-
west angle of Nova Scotia, (now New Brunswick,) with
a prospect of success, the stronger will be the effort of
Great Britain to find arguments for our defeat, and delay
will follow, till we are wearied out with diplomatic quib-
bles. That portion of the territory situated north of the
river Saint Johns, which we claim, intercepts the natural,
direct, and regular intercourse between the British Prov-
inces, and is for that reason, much more important to

them than to us ; they will not, therefore, readily yield it
to us so long as it can be avoided. Are we, therefore,
quietly to wait and have our interest in the residue of the
territory remain dormant till the final settlement of the
whole question ? Or, shall we proceed in the sale and
settlement of the portion which lies this side of Saint
John’s river? The State of Maine do not hesitate to sell
their lands, and encourage settlement far beyond the val-
ley of the Aroostook river; would it not be well lor this
Commonwealth to put their lands in the market also ?
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The Aroostook road was completed the last autumn
through the woods, to the town of Masardis, on the Saint
Croix river, near its junction with the Aroostook river.
Travellers may now ride in pleasure-carriages over said
road with great ease, as it is equal to any road in New
England, and leading directly into the very heart of the
public lands. Thence by water communication may ex-
tend their visit with very little labor to the greatest portion
of the interior'country. And now, since the general gov-
ernment has taken the post at Fish river, (which is now
called Fort Kent) into their hands as a military station, —
it will be necessary, and no doubt provision will immedi-
ately be made, to continue the Aroostook road about forty
miles farther to reach said post, as it must be wanted for
the convenient transportation of their supplies. Fort Kent
with the contiguous farm, is now leased to the United
States as a military post, so long as they may want it for
that purpose, and then to revert to the States when they
have no longer any use for it, with all the improvements
which they may have made in the interim. We have
two men at Fort Kent on the river St Johns, and one man
at Fort Fairfield on the Aroostook river, whose duty is to
ascertain whether any trespassing is committing on any of
the public lands, and if any, the military have orders from
the commanding general, on information being given, im-
mediately to cause the trespassers to be removed from the
territory. This, with other watchful measures the last
year, have prevented any depredations from being commit-
ted, and I trust will continue to prevent it in future. It is
very important to break up trespassing on the Saint Johns
river at its commencement, otherwise the timber is soon
removed over the lines, and out of our Jurisdiction and
control.
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In the course of the last summer and autumn, we have
had twelve townships more of the public lands surveyed,
embracing that section of the country which is at the sourc-
es, or head-waters of the Penobscot and Allegash rivers
and lakes ; this survey opens to us a new section, which
before was little known, except to red-rovers and moose-
hunters.

Herewith is transmitted an account of the moneys re-
ceived the past year, for the lands which have been sold,
for timber which has been cut on the public lands, and
from other sources, together with the disbursements of the
same.

All which is respectfully submitted.

GEORGE W. COFFIN,

Land Agent.

Land Office, January 18, 1842.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo.
W. CoffiNj Land Agent, Dr.

1841
March 10,To cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, for writing

and attendance in the Land Office and Library,
from 10th Dec. 1840 to 10th March, 1841, . $l2O 00

May 15,To cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, . 909 11
“ 20, Do. do. do. . . 1,640 41
“ 28,jT0 cash paid one half Geo W. Buckmore’s bill, for

measuring timber on undivided lands, . . I 21 00
“ 28, To cash paid one half Isaac D. Small’s bill, explor-j

ing the undivided lands, in Nov. and Dec. 1840, I 346 85
“ 28, To amount paid Abner Coburn and Oliver Frost,

balance due on the contract for making part of the,
Aroostook road the last year, . . . 1,647 50

“ 28, To cash paid one half E. Steward’s bill, surveying'
I Township No. 5, 10th range, .

. . I 31 71
“ 28, To cash paid one half Jesse Norcross’ bill, measur-

ing timber on undivided lands, . . . 144 20
“ 28, To cash paid one half Lewis Hancock’s bill, meas- !

uring timber on undivided lands, . .1 97 50
“ 28, To cash paid half Andres Dwinel’s bill, measuring!

timber on undivided lands, . . . 161 38
“ 28, To cash paid William Howard’s bill, for surveying

| Township No. 5, 10th range, and scaling timber, I 608 82
June 17, To cash paid Samuel Cook’s bill, surveying timber

cut on the river St. John, . • 65 68
“ 23, To cash paid William Howard’* bill, scaling timber,! 28 46
“ 26, To cash paid expense of journey to Madawaska and

' up the Aroostook river, • • . . 184 01
July 7, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, lor writing;

and attendance in the Land Office and Library.'
from 10th March to 10th June, 1841, . . j 78 00

“ 21, To cash paid David Homer, for chaise hire, to Pine!
Island, in Roxbury, twice, . . . j 500

“ 21, To cash paid Geo. Bond &, Sons, advertising andi
selling powder house, at Roxbury, . 1 27 50

“ 21, To amount of cash and note delivered the Treasurer
of the Commonwealth, per receipt, . . 3,067 50

Sept. 21, To cash paid expense of journey into Maine, . 120 15
“ 23, To cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, . 3,500 00
“ 23, Do. do. do. do . . 1,657 38

Oct. 6,T0 cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, writing and
attendance in the Land Office and Library, 10thj
June to 10th Sept. . .

.
. 78 00

“ 25,To cash paid one half Oliver Frost’s bill, for seed
delivered at Fish river Post, . . 43 83

To amount carried over, . , $14,583 99
9
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo.
W. Coffin, Land Agent, - -- -- -- -- Dr.

1841 To amount brought over, . . $14,583 99
Oct. 25, To cash paid Azor Baker’s bill, services do. . 19 00

“ 25, To cash paid J. &J. True’s bill of supplies do. . 83 14
“ 25, To cash paid C. S. Glidden’s bill, services do. . 47 76
“ 25, To cash paid James Y. Spaulding do. do. . 36 57
“ 30,jT0 cash paid James Pecks do. do. . . 38 64
“ 25, To cash paid Jeremiah McGee do. do. . . 34 69
“ 25, To cash paid Lorenzo Leadhetter’s bill, scaling lum-

ber and exploring lines of Townships, . . 7 50
“ 25, To cash paid Abner Coburn and Oliver Frost, the

amount of their contract for turnpiking and mak-
ing 12 miles and 36 rods of the Aroostook road, 8,151 00

“ 25, To cash paid Richard Libby’s bill, examining the
construction and making of the Aroostook road, 27 02

“ 25, To cash paid D. T. & S. Robinson’s bill, . . 11 25
Nov. 5, To cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, . 540 04

“ 8, Do. do. do. do. . . 2,990 80
“ 17, Do. do. do. do. . . 2,895 65
“ 18,Do. do. do. do. . . 1,443 56
“ 20, Do. do. do. do. . . 996 54

Dec. 24, To cash paid advertising powder house, in Atlas, 338
“ 28, To cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, . 2,355 07

31, To cash paid postage for the year 1841, . . 961
“ 31, To services as Land Agent one year, . . 1,200 00
“ 31, To cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, . 791 35
“ 31, To cash paid Edward A. Snelliug’s bill to the 10th

1842 Dec.
...... 78 00

Jan. 13, To cash paid into the Treasury, per receipt, . 831 79

537,176 35
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo.
W. Coffin, Land Agent, - -- -- -- -- Cr.

1841
March 24, By cash received of Isaac Lewis, for two lots

of land in Township No. 3, sth range, . 648 $B5O 56
May 15, By cash received of Milo L Bennett and oth-

ers, acceptances received for timber, . 909 11
July 15, By amount sales powder magazine, at Rox-

bury, on Pine Island, .... 3,100 00
Oct 7, By cash received of Alfred Cushman, for

three lots of land in Township No. 3, sth
range, 244 322 55

“ 27, By cash received of sundry persons, for ad-
vances on permits for cutting timber, . 575 00

Dec. 28, By cash received of sundry persons, for tim-
ber cut from the public lands, . . 29,895 45

“ 28, By cash received of Nehemiah Marks, on
bond given for Township No. 3, Ist range, 1,523 68

537,176 35

Land Office, Jan. 18, 1842.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.




