
SENATE No. 41.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was
committed the petition of John Clark and others, praying
for an act of incorporation to construct a rail-road from
Northampton to Springfield, respectfully report the accom-
panying Bill.

Per order

EDW. DICKINSON, Chairman.

eommontotnltlj of itfassacljusrtts.

In Senate, Feb. 10, 1842.
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AN ACT
To establish the Northampton and Springfield Rail-road

Corporation.

13E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. John Clarke, Samuel L. Hinckley, Stephen
2 Brewer, Jonathan H. Butler, Winthrop Hillyer, their
3 associates and successors, are hereby made a corpora-
-4 tion by the name of the Northampton and Springfield
5 Rail-road Corporation, with all the powers and privi-
-6 leges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities and pro-
-7 visions contained in that part of the 39th chapter ot
8 the Revised Statutes which relates to rail-road corpo-
-9 rations, and in the several statutes subsequently passed

10 relating to such corporations, and in the 44th chapter
11 of the Revised Statutes ; and said corporation is hereby
12 empowered and authorized to locate, construct and
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13 complete a rail-road from a point in Northampton,
14 commencing within one mile of the court-house, cross-
-15 ing Connecticut river near Mount Holyoke, and pass-
-16 ing down the valley of said river, on the east side
17 thereof, through a portion of Hadley, South Hadley,
18 and Springfield, to meet the Hartford and Springfield
19 Rail-road Corporation at Cabotville, in said Spring-

-20 field, or diverging from said line at or near Stony
21 Brook, in South Hadley, and passing over the plain
22 and crossing the Chicopee river near the falls, uniting
23 with the Western Rail-road easterly of the depot in
24 Springfield.

1 Sec. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall
2 not exceed the sum of four hundred thousand dollars,
3 and shall be divided into shares of one hundred dollars
4 each, and the said corporation may purchase and hold
5 such real estate, materials, engines, cars, and other
6 things as may be necessary for depots, for the use of
7 said road, and for the transportation of persons, goods
8 and merchandize.
1 Sec. 3. Said corporation may unite the track of
2 their road with the Western Rail-road, or any branch
3 thereof, or with the Hartford and Springfield Rail-road,
4 at such safe and convenient place, within the limits
5 prescribed in the first section, as shall not interfere
6 with their depot buildings, they paying the expenses
7 incident thereto.
1 Sec. 4. Said corporation are authorized and em-

-2 powered to erect, in connection with a rail-road bridge
3 across Connecticut river, a bridge for the common use
4 of travellers and passengers, to be well built with suit-
-5 able materials, and of sufficient width, covered with
6 plank, and with rails and partitions, so as to secure the



7 safety of passengers travelling thereon, and also to
8 demand and receive the same rates of toll, subject to
9 the same regulation and reduction as is provided hy

10 law in relation to the “Proprietors of the Northampton
11 Bridge,” and said bridge shall be kept in good repair
12 at all times.

1 Sec. 5. The Legislature may, after the expiration
2 of five years from the time when said road shall he
3 opened for use, from time to time alter or reduce the
4 rate of tolls or profits upon said road, but said tolls
6 shall not, without the consent of the corporation, be
6 so reduced as to produce, with said profits, less than ten
7 per cent, per annum.
1 Sec. 6. If said corporation shall not have been
2 organized, and the location of the route of said road
3 filed with the county commissioners of the county of
4 Hampshire within two years from the passage of this
5 act, or if said coloration shall fail to complete said
6 road within three years from the passage of this act,
7 the same shall be void.
8 Provided, that if the stock in said corporation shall
9 not be subscribed for in one year from the passage of

10 this act, any other road company may be incorporated
11 on the same line of travel, or any part thereof, and
12 this charter shall, after the incorporation of such new

13 company, be null and void.
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