
SENATE No. 61.

In Senate, Feb. 21, 1842.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was
committed the petition of N. F. Cunningham and others,
praying to be incorporated as the Fitchburg Rail-road
Company, respectfully report the accompanying bill.

Per order,

JEFFREY RICHARDSON,

Chairman pro tem.

Commontoealtij of itfassartjusetts.
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AN ACT
To establish the Fitchburg Rail-road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. N. F. Cunningham, Abel Phelps, Alvah
2 Crocker, F. R. Gourgas, their associates and succes-
-3 sors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name of
4 the Fitchburg Rail-road Company, with all the powers
5 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabilities,
6 and provisions contained in that part of the thirty-ninth
7 chapter of the Revised Statutes, which relates to rail-
-8 road corporations, in the forty-fourth chapter of said
9 Revised Statutes, and other subsequent acts relating

10 to rail-road corporations. And the said corporation is
11 hereby authorized and empowered, to locate, construct,
12 and finally complete a rail-road with one or more

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.

CommontoealtJj of fHas.oiailntßttts.
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13 tracks, from a point on the Charlestown Branch Rail-
-14 road at or near Block Island so called, on Fresh Pond
15 meadows, in West Cambridge, to Fitchburg, on a
16 route described as follows, to wit: commencing at the
17 point before described, and running thence to a point
18 near the foot of Wellington’s hill; thence westerly of
19 Thomas Clarke’s house in Watertown ; thence near a
20 barn belonging to Abijah White, on the road from
21 Waltham and Watertown to West Cambridge; thence
22 down the Beaver Brook valley in Waltham, to a point
23 northeasterly of the Massasoit house ; thence on the
24 north side of the main street in Waltham, passing near
23 the town-house, to a point on the high land westerly
26 of the village ; thence to a point southerly of Hobbs's
27 tannery in W’eston, and near Stony Brook; thence near

J 7 J

28 the aforesaid brook and across the main road a little
29 west of Wetherbee’s tavern, to a point near the second
30 mill north of said road ; thence to Minus’s cut, so
31 called; thence to a point in the Concord road north-
-32 erly of F. A. Hayden’s, house in Lincoln; thence
33 southerly of Walden’s pond to a point on Concord
34 plain, southwesterly of the village and near Love lane;
35 thence to the Concord River near the old bridge ;

36 thence to a point near Loring’s lead factory; thence to

37 a point near Faulkner’s mills, in Acton; thence north-
-38 westerly till it comes to the route surveyed for a canal
39 by L. Baldwin, and delineated on a plan made by him
40 in 1826 ; thence along the canal route, so called, or near

41 the same, through the towns of Acton, Boxboro, Little-
-42 ton, Harvard, Groton and Shirley village; thence near
43 Cattacoonemaug pond and the inlet to the same, in Lu-
-44 nenburg, till it comes to a point near Stephen Gibson’s;
45 thence to a point a little north of Leominster north
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46 village ; thence to and across Nashua River near Par-
-47 ker’s paper-mill; thence along the plain on the westerly
48 side of the river, till it comes to the bend of the river
49 on or near the land of Samuel Hale ; thence to such a
50 point on either side of the river as may be deemed
51 most convenient for a depot for Fitchburg village.

1 Sec. 2. The capital stock of said rail-road com-
-2 pany shall consist of not more than fifteen thousand
3 shares ; the number of which shall be determined from
4 time to time by the directors thereof, and no assess-
-5 ment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount, in the
6 whole, than one hundred dollars on each share. And
7 the said corporation may purchase and hold such real
8 estate on the line of said road and in Charlestown, and
9 such materials, cars, engines and other things, as may

10 be necessary for depots, for the use of said road, and
11 for the transportation of persons, goods and merchan-

-12 dize. And the said corporation may make such ar-
-13 rangements with the Charlestown Branch Rail-road
14 Company, either by the purchase of a part or the
15 whole of said rail-road, or by a lease of the same, as
16 may be mutually agreed upon by the directors of said
17 corporation, for the purpose of transporting persons and
18 property over said Charlestown Branch Rail-road, and
19 in such case may transport passengers and property
20 on such branch rail-road, with the same privileges as
21 upon the residue of their line.

1 Sec. 3. If the location of said rail-road be not filed
2 according to law, or if the said company shall not com-
-3 plete said road to the extent provided for in the first
4 section of this act, with at least one track, within three
5 years from the date of the same, then the same shall
6 be null and void.
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1 Sec. 4. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another rail-road at any point of
3 said Fitchburg Rail-road, and use the same or any part
4 thereof, paying therefor such a rate of toll or compen-
-5 sation as the Legislature may from time to time pre-
-6 scribe, or that may be fixed under the provisions of any
7 general law of this Commonwealth, complying with
8 such rules and regulations as may be established by
9 said Fitchburg Rail-road Company; provided , however ,

10 that no other corporation shall enter upon said Fitch-
-11 burg Rail-road with any motive-power, unless the said
12 Fitchburg Rail-road Corporation shall refuse to draw
13 over their road, or any part thereof, the cars of any
14 other rail-road corporation which may be authorized to

15 enter with their rail-road upon said Fitchburg Rail-
-16 road.

1 Sec. 5. The Legislature may, after the expiration
2 of five years from the time when the said rail-road shall
3 be opened for use, from time to time reduce the rate

4 of tolls or other profits upon said rail-road; but the said
5 tolls shall not, without the consent of said corporation,
6 be so reduced as to produce, with said profits, less than
7 ten per cent, per annum.






