
SENATE No. 66.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred an order of the Senate of the 28th Janu-
ary, instructing said committee to visit the Insane Hos-
pital at Worcester,—the Eye and Ear Infirmary in this
city,—and the Perkins Institution for the Blind, at some
time during the session of the Legislature, have attend-
ed to the duty assigned them, and ask leave to submit
the following

Your committee, in obedience to their instructions, vis-
ited the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, where they
were politely received by the superintendent, and after a
brief examination of the records of the institution, by him
conducted through its various wards and apartments. The
annual report of the trustees, treasurer and superintendent
of the hospital, soon to be laid before the Legislature, is
so full and satisfactory as to preclude any necessity of an
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extended notice of it. Your committee, however, cannot
refrain from briefly expressing the feelings of gratification
they experienced in observing the general able manage-
ment of the institution, and reflecting upon its highly
prosperous condition. They found the number of patients
now enjoying its benefits to be greater than has ever be-
fore been assembled within its walls at any one time ;

embracing in its limits every grade of insanity, from me-
lancholy to raging madness. Although the bare idea of
insanity seems to associate with itself revolting thoughts
and objects, your committee here saw7 it stripped of many
of its disagreeable features, and surrounded with every
convenience and comfort; they saw the ravings of the
maniac yielding to the voice of reason, and tranquillity and
cheerfulness taking the place of confusion and despair.
The contemplation of this state of things, evincing as it
did the complete success and beneficent influence of a great
enterprize of humanity, could not but awaken in their
hearts the liveliest emotions of pleasure ; nor did it fail to
excite their admiration and respect for that master-mind,
which, inspiring both love and fear, confidence and esteem,
in the minds of all within its control, has even yet ample
room for the display of its untiring benevolence and high
moral power.

Waiving any special notice of the internal affairs of the
hospital, upon which point the fulness and clearness of
information to be submitted to the Legislature, will render
it unnecessary to dilate,—the committee would call par-
ticular attention to that part of the report of the trustees,
which asks from the State an appropriation of two thous-
and dollars to meet the current expenses of the ensuing
year, and an additional appropriation for the furtherance
of certain contemplated improvements in the out-door af-
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fairs of the institution. When the hospital was first es-
tablished, it was designed for the accommodation of a
limited number of inmates ; and all the out-door arrange-
ments, the offices and barn, were designed on a corres-
ponding scale. Since its establishment, the doors of the
institution have yearly been opening wider and wider, and
welcoming to its retreats a much larger number than wasO O

contemplated in the original plan. Meanwhile, time and
experience have been teaching the officers of the hospital,
lessons of wisdom in the fulfilment of their labors. They
have learned that there is no branch of the establishment
which performs and promises more aid in the management
of the insane, and in liquidating the annual expenses,
than the farming and mechanical operations. Consequent-
ly, additions have occasionally been made to its landed
estate, and increasing attention paid to agriculture. Much
stock has been raised ; and much produce, altogether be-
yond the means of preserving it. in this state of things,
convinced as to the true course of policy, and unable to
pursue that course without a grant from the State, the
trustees confidently ask for an appropriation of two thous-
and dollars, to be devoted to the erection of a barn, and
the re-modelling of work-shops and other out-buiidings.
This request your committee cannot but approve. They
have weighed the matter, and feel free to recommend
the grant of each of the desired appropriations.

The attention of the committee was called to the sub-
ject of securing to the hospital the permanent use of the
aqueduct-water now enjoyed. They would advise, that
there be, at some convenient time, such legislative action
upon the subject as will secure forever to the institution
the right now claimed, unless it can be secured by the
private negotiations of the trustees.
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In compliance with the order of the Senate, jour com-
mittee also visited the Eye and Ear Infirmary in this city.
Every measure capable of affording them a fair insight
into its management and influence was taken by its trus-

tees, who wfisely concluded that, in proportion as its mer-
its were closely investigated, would its public worth and
usefulness be widely acknowledged. The committee did
not rise from their investigation of its present and flourishing
condition without having the impression strongly forced
upon them, that, however humble be the claims and unos-
tentatious the character of this institution, there is not in
the Commonwealth a public charity which, within a given
sphere, dispenses so many and rich blessings. It will be
remembered, that the immediate conduct of the infirmary
is in the hands of surgeons, who attend upon its inmates
gratuitously, and also extend, to all who may apply as
out-patients, the benefits of their professional skill and ex-
perience. It is understood that most of the inmates of the
house are from among the industrious poor, a class which of
all others in the community most need the full use of their
senses. In the treatment of complaints for which, now, a
remedy is here sought and often found, a great difficulty has
heretofore resulted from the circumstance, that those afflict-
ed have not applied for relief in the early stages of their
disease, fearing to incur obligations which they could never
liquidate. The consequences of such a course are obvi-
ous ; pains which might have been alleviated, and disor-
ders which, if met in their inception, might have been ar-
rested, were allowed to harass and prey upon the sufferer
until his case became too hopeless for surgical aid : and a
total loss of the sense of sight or hearing, and perhaps a
home in the Asylum for the Blind were the results of that
delay and neglect incident to unassisted poverty. Evils
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like these the infirmary has remedied ; it has extended the
hand of welcome and relief to the indigent, and thus, at
once, assuaged private suffering and subserved public
economy.

The whole number of patients treated at the infirmary
during the last year was seven hundred and sixty-two : of
these six hundred and forty-six were out-door patients,
and one hundred and eight inmates of the house ; eight
are now under treatment. Of patients with diseases of
the eye, in all five hundred and ninety-seven, two hundred
and ninety-nine were males and two hundred and ninety-
eight females. Of those with diseases of the ear, in all
one hundred and fifty-seven, eighty were males and sev-
enty-seven females. The result of the treatment in a
large number of the cases of out-door patients, it is im-
possible to ascertain ; the result in the cases of in-door
patients is as follows, viz. : recovered, forty ; much im-
proved and improving, forty-five ; not improved, thirteen ;

discharged as incurable, twelve ; under treatment, six.
There have been since July, 1837, four hundred and fifty-
one inmates of the house, of whom one hundred and seven-
teen were inhabitants of Boston ; the remaining three hun-
dred and thirty-four were from all parts of the Common-
wealth. There have been treated as out-patients, since
the same date, thirty-eight hundred and twelve. The
whole number treated since the foundation of the infirmary
exceeds twelve thousand. It thus appears that this insti-
tution has literally dispensed its blessings to thousands,
who but for the exertion of its timely charity must have
been a burden to their friends or the public, and groped
their way through life in darkness and misery.

The annual expenses of this establishment have been
met in part by an appropriation by the Legislature of two
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thousand dollars per annum, which, by its own limitation,
expires in April next. The committee would unanimously
recommend a renewal of this appropriation.

It remains for the committee to report to the Legisla-
ture the condition and prospects of the New England In-
stitution for the Education of the Blind ; an institution
dear to the community, and than which none has stronger
claims upon its guardian care and patronage. Its con-
tinued and greatly increasing success, through the instru-
mentality of its able management, redound to the Line of
its founder and the honor of the State which has cherished
it. In the absence of Dr. Howe, the talented director of
the asylum, the committee are unable to go into a detail
of figures and facts with respect to its internal affairs.
The annual report which will be hereafter submitted to
the Legislature, will furnish all the necessary information.
They must not, however, fail to state, that they enjoyed,
a few weeks since, the high satisfaction of witnessing the
perfect order, and unsurpassed systematic arrangement of
the asylum. They also enjoyed, in their brief visit, the
pleasure of witnessing the uncommon facilities afforded
for the education of the blind, as well as of testing the
scholarship and improvement of the pupils in their various
branches of study. They thus had the gratification of
seeing, that though the eyes of the blind may be closed to

the light of nature, knowledge may illumine their minds,
and religion chase away darkness from their hearts.

The committee feel that the few words that they can

say, are but poorly adequate to set forth the just claims of
the asylum. But the fact that its teachers and pupils are

every where welcomed, and their exhibitions received
with enthusiastic delight; that the legislative bodies ol
other and distant States, incited by a knowledge ol the
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blessings it diffuses, are taking it as a model after which
to erect similar institutions ; that even foreign nations, our
elders in the joint work of science and philanthropy, are
imitating, and benefiting by, its apparatus and modes of
instruction ; —these facts have a louder voice than any
words, and fully attest the character of the institution.

The committee were informed by the director, that the
financial affairs of the asylum stood nearly upon the same
footing as at the close of last year. They would here re-
mark, that while Dr. Howe has the making of all con-
tracts of a pecuniary kind pertaining to the institution,
the treasurer receives and disburses all the funds appropri-
ated as ordered ; and that the yearly accounts of the
treasurer are audited by a committee of the trustees chosen
for the purpose ; thus relieving Dr. Howe from all respon-
sibility on that subject.

In conclusion, in calling the attention of the Legislature
to the claims upon its fostering care and support, of the
three charitable institutions whose condition has been un-
der brief consideration, the committee feel that they are
touching upon a matter in which the pride and honor of
the State are deeply interested. A community is truly
civilized, in so far as it secures the general happiness of
its members; and in no way can this desirable end be so
speedily and effectually attained, as by the support of in-
stitutions which at once ameliorate the physical and ele-
vate the moral and intellectual condition of their bene-
ficiaries. Your committee feel that they need not urge
the application of this truth. The State of Massachusetts
has ever stood foremost among the advocates of the great
cause of humanity ; and her integrity is not at this late day
to be questioned. Let her citizens remember, that in no
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better way can they sustain the proud reputation and ex-
alted position of their cherished Commonwealth, than by
taking to heart, and practising upon, the principle that
national prosperity and charity go hand in hand.

Per order,

AMOS ABBOTT, Chairman.
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AN ACT
Concerning the State Lunatic Hospital.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. That the trustees of the State Lunatic
2 Hospital, for the time being, shall be a corporation by
3 the name of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hos-
-4 pital, for the purpose of taking and holding, to them
5 and their successors, in trust for the Commonwealth,
6 any grant or devise of lands, and any donation or be-
-7 quest of money, or other personal property, which has
8 been or may hereafter he made for the use of said in-
-9 stitution ; and for the purpose of preserving and in-

-10 vesting the proceeds of any such grant, devise, dona-
-9

(£ommontoealtl) of i^assactiusetts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.
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11 tion or bequest, in notes or bonds secured by good and
12 sufficient mortgages, or in other securities ; with all
13 the powers necessary to carry into effect the purposes
14 aforesaid.

1 Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its
2 passage.
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RESOLVE
Concerning the State Lunatic Asylum.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the treasury of the
Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding two thousand dol-
lars, to defray the current expenses of the State Lunatic
Asylum ; and the further sum of two thousand dollars, to

be expended in the construction of a barn ; and that war-

rants be drawn as the same may be required for the pur-
poses aforesaid.

eommonlataltJ) of iHasssadjusetts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Two.




