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Executive Department, Columbia, >

Sth November, 1852. 5
To His Excellency, the Governor of Massachusetts:

Dear Sir,—I have the honor to transmit herewith to your
Excellency the proceedings of the legislature of South Caro-
lina, while in extra session, on the subject of the deaths of Mr.
Clay, and Mr. Webster. I trust that they will be received as
they are meant —as a tribute of respect, on the part of our
State, to the memories of these illustrious statesmen, and as an
earnest of the deep sympathy which she feels for her sister
States in this irreparable loss.

With sentiments of profound respect and sympathy,
I have the honor to be,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
J. H. MEANS.
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The General Assembly of the State being convened in special
session, as a tribute of respect to the memory of the Hon.
Henry Clay and Hon. Daniel Webster, His Excellency
the Governor transmitted the following message to that body:

Executive Department, Columbia, )

November 2, 1852. 5
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives:

I feel it my duty officially to announce to you the deaths of
two of our most illustrious statesmen, Henry Clay and Daniel
Webster, which have occurred since your last meeting.

Thus, in the space of three short years, have passed away
from the stage of action three of the greatest names that have
ever adorned the history of our country. Calhoun, Clay and
Webster were names which were upon every lip, for praise
or blame, according to the peculiar political tenets of those who
pronounced them. They were the shining stars of our repub-
lic. One by one they have been extinguished, as though they
were not permitted to shine, but in conjunction. While we
mourn the loss of our own Calhoun, we should not withhold our
homage to the intellectual power and worth of his great compeers,
or refuse to mingle our tears with Kentucky or Massachusetts,
o’er the tombs of their favorite sons. Differing, it is true,
upon the agitating subjects of the day, now that the grave has
closed over them, we should forget whatever of frailty was
incident to their mortality, and only remember them as the
great intellectual lights which shed a halo of glory around the
history of our common country.

J. 11. MEANS.

RESOLUTIONS OP SOUTH CAROLINA. [Feb.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
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On the reception of which, both branches of the Assembly
adopted the following resolutions :

Be it resolved ,
That the General Assembly of South Carolina

deplores the bereavements which have fallen upon the confed-
eracy at large in the decease of those illustrious citizens and
eminent orators and statesmen, Henry Clay and Daniel Web-
ster ; and that whilst we have recalled to us the memory of
sorrows nearer home, it but adds to the poignancy of our grief
to know that others mourn as we have mourned.

Resolved, That we offer, with fraternal feelings, our condo-
lence to our co-States of the union on this sorrowful occasion,
and more particularly do we tender it to the Commonwealths
of Kentucky and Massachusetts.

Resolved , That his Excellency the Governor be requested to
communicate a copy of his message to the general assembly,
together with the foregoing resolutions, to the executives of
Kentucky and Massachusetts.

BEAUFORT T. WATES, Secretary.
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Mayor’s Office, Charleston, S. C., }
January 10, 1853. 5

To His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts:

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you the MS. pro-
ceedings of a public meeting of the citizens of Charleston,
held on the 30th October last, to pay their tribute of respect to
the memory of the illustrious statesman, Daniel Webster, of
Massachusetts.

In forwarding this document to your Excellency, it affords
the people of Charleston a melancholy pleasure to unite in
sorrow with a sister State, in a bereavement that covers the
whole heart of this great republic with affliction.

I have the honor to remain,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
T. L. HUTCHINSON,

Mayor and Chairman of Public Meeting.

I have the honor to remain,
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PROCEEDINGS
OF

MEETING OF THE CITIZENS OF CHARLESTON.

At 1 o’clock on Saturday, the 30th October, a large and
highly respectable meeting of the citizens of Charleston was
held at the city hall, in obedience to the call of his Honor,
T. L. Hutchinson, Mayor, at the public request, to pay a
fitting tribute of respect to the memory of the late illustrious
statesman and jurist, Daniel Webster.

On motion of Richard Yeadon, Esq., the honorable the
mayor of the city was called to the chair, and Messrs. William
Whaley and Joseph Dukes appointed secretaries of the meeting.
The chairman, after calling the meeting to order, offered the
following remarks in relation to its object:

You have been invited here to-day, fellow-citizens, to render
such tribute of public respect, as to you may seem most appro-
priate, to the memory of an illustrious citizen, recently departed
this life, Daniel Webster, of Massachusetts; the last star with-
drawn from that splendid constellation of intellect, that for
nearly half a century has illuminated our country.

Calhoun, Clay, Webster, are gone ; three names inseparably
connected, yet however antagonistic in statesmanship and
views of policy, the name of one recalls that of the other, and
how dependent each may have been upon the other, by
their very opposition and attrition of mind, for striking out
that wide range of thought and eloquence which has rendered
them forever memorable.

Adverse as were the political doctrines of Mr. Webster to
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those we entertain, the grave has covered all hut the recollec-
tion of his glory. We meet as a community, through this
wide-spread confederacy, to do honor to the memory of a man,
great in the Senate, the forum and the jurisprudence of his
country.

There is peculiar propriety in this demonstration on the
part of our citizens. Here stands the statue of one whose
name is twined with the pride of Carolina and her love; it
would require no extraordinary effort to believe, at this
moment, that its marble brow bends in assent to our proceed-
ings. The tomb which gleams from yonder cemetery, and
which we behold from this spot, covers the ashes of one alike
dear to us, who, in life, stood up, face to face, before the great
departed, and did battle for the doctrine of State Rights. May
we not almost hear, from his last resting-place, the low mur-
mur of approval of the motive that draws us together.

To others is allotted the more detailed eulogy incident to the
occasion. I have thus briefly stated the object of the meeting
which is now organized.

James L. Petigru, Esq., then addressed the meeting as follows:

Mr. Chairman ;—There are few of us, sir, who have
enjoyed the opportunity of appreciating the qualities which
gave such a charm to Mr. Webster’s conversation. And few
of us, comparatively, have ever listened to the noble language
in which, in his public speeches, he was accustomed to clothe
the great principles of liberty and justice. Nor is this commu-
nity attracted to him by political sympathy, for the school, of
which he was a master and an ornament, has but few disciples
in this locality. The attendance, therefore, which his name
and memory have drawn together, is a spontaneous tribute to
moral and intellectual greatness. It is so much more honor-
able to the memory of that great man, as it is free from any
imputation of party, and I rejoice to see it, as it is a tribute to
worth and merit most sincerely revered and esteemed by me,
and a proof, on the part of my townsmen, of an enlarged and
liberal appreciation of merit. A narrow and provincial spirit
may confine its admiration to a district, and believe that there
is nothing great or becoming beyond the horizon of its own
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party- Bat to a generous mind, virtue and merit are wel-
comed with congenial delight, wherever they are found.

Nor could it be supposed that we are so little susceptible to
the influence of genius, as to regard with indifference the fame
of Mr. Webster.

For as an orator, whether in the forum or in the Senate, no
man in these later days is more worthy of being compared with
the great masters of antiquity, whether we regard the gravity
of his sense, or the elevation of style in which he unfolded great
moral or constitutional truths.

The dispensation which removes such a man must necessa-
rily make a deep impression on every mind that is open to
moral influences. And that impression is the more profound
because it is connected with other and mournful recollections.
Mr. Webster is the last of the illustrious three who so long
adorned the congressional life of America. He belonged to
the second era of the Republic. He came upon the stage as
the heroes of the revolutionary period were passing away; and
he was one of that illustrious band who sustained the reputa-
tion of their fathers, and gave character to the rising fortunes
of the country. If England is justly proud of the parliamen-
tary glory of the period that was illustrated by the rare genius
of Pitt, Fox and Burke, we may boast with reason of the long
period during which our Senate was illuminated by the radi-
ance of such minds as Clay, Calhoun and Webster, and if those
groups were to be arranged in parallel lines, there could be no
hesitation in assigning to Mr. Webster his place by the philo-
sophic statesman, the sententious and eloquent Burke.

But the name of Mr. Burke excites other and more interest-
ing associations. That great man, as you know, sir, held inthe highest and severest sense the personal obligation of the
representative to the convictions of his judgment. He ignored
the doctrine of instructions, and when-the people of Bristol
declared themselves unequivocally in favor of a policy dis-
approved by him, as at variance with the common good, he did
not hesitate to follow the dictates of his own judgment and
expose himself to the ostracism of an offended constituency.
Mr. Webster’s history furnishes a still more illustrious exampleof fidelity to principle at the expense of the loss of friends.
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He braved the displeasures of a constituency, not only of the
highest social and political weight, but a constituency to which
he was attached by the most endearing associations. It is his
rare felicity to have left behind an example of a firmness of
principle which none but himself has had the opportunity of
exemplifying.

Others may have been as ready to lay down all the advan-
tages of power and public station in support of the constitu-
tion, but he is the only example of an American statesman
placed under the necessity of offending his State, or deserting
the altar of the constitution.

And well and nobly did he stand the trial of that issue, and
bear the consequences of public displeasure incurred in the
discharge of public duty. For this act his name will emerge
from the tomb in which his hopes, so far as worldly honors
were concerned were buried before he died, with the lustre
which virtue receives from the fire of adversity. “ Prasfulge-
bant Brutus et Cassius eo majus quod eorum durunt.” The
removal of such a man is no ordinary event. And none that
entertain a generous sympathy with genius, none that cherish
the love of constitutional liberty, or revere the character of him
that has been faithful to a great cause, will stand unmoved by
the new-made grave of Daniel Webster.

He concluded by offering the following resolutions:

Resolved, That in the death of Daniel Webster we mourn-
fully recognize the withdrawal of a great intellect, exercised
for near half a century in the wise government of the nation,
proved in its patriotism, through more than one perilous crisis
of political affairs, and perfected by a long and famous experi-
ence in every field of its varied activity, as orator, jurist and
statesman.

Resolved, That we-feel with emphatic grief the death of
Mr. Webster, as the last of that immortal three, who by the
community of their fame, and the variety of their gifts, at once
exemplified and elevated the mind of the vast and varied
republic which they represented.

Resolved, That we cherish the memory of Mr. Webster, as
of one whose life, apart from its high political distinction, has
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added to the common fame of the American people, and has left
in its achievements much that will be cherished with pride by
his countrymen and regarded with admiration by the world.

Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor be requested to for-
ward a copy of the above resolutions to the governor of Massa-
setts, and to the family of the deceased.

Hon. W. D. Porter, in seconding the resolutions, addressed
the meeting.

I ask leave to second the resolutions which have been read,
and to say a few words in accordance with the purposes of the
meeting.

The occasion is one of solemn import, and its interest reaches
far and wide. Men ofall parties, from one end of the country
to the other, feel that a public bereavement, a more than
national calamity, has befallen us. A great man is dead, and
has not left his like behind. A solid and stately column, rich
with recorded glories, is fallen ; and as we stand amid the
fragments and look down upon its ruins, we are oppressed with
the painful conviction that there is none other left which can
fill the place it occupied.

Thrice within three years, Mr. Chairman, has our country
been so bereft. This is the last and crowning visitation.
Calhoun, Clay and Webster were, by common consent, the
preeminently great men of our clime and generation. They
soared far above all others. They dwelt apart, three bright par-
ticular stars, in the clear, upper sky, each shining with his own
unborrowed lustre, beautiful, arid yet distinct. The natures of
these great men were various: they came from sections of the
country widely separated ; and theirmodes of political thought
and action were essentially different; and yet, with all their
strifes of party and politics, with all their rivalries and conten-
tions, there was a tie of sympathy, a bond of union between
them peculiar to themselves, and in which none others could
fully participate. They coidd not have been otherwise than
conscious of their own acknowledged superiority.

They must have felt, with theirglorious endowments and their
lofty aspirings after excellence and distinction, that they alone
were coequal; that under their separate banners some of the

9.
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noblest of the land were proud to be arrayed ; and that each
of them was necessary to the fame and to the full and perfect
development of the powers and faculties of the others. This,
during their joint lives, was their point of contact—a secret
bond of communion. And when one of them fell, and the
other two, on the first day of April, in the year 1850, stood
beside his bier in the senate chamber, the common theatre of
their struggles, their triumphs, and their glories, and gazed
upon the cold and lifeless remains of him who had so lately
been their ardent and mighty rival, how must their souls have
been smitten by the sudden and painful consciousness that the
silver chord was snapped which, for so many years, had bound
them together in mysterious union. A shadow from the grave
of Calhoun fell across the pathway of the survivors, and that
which we call presentiment, and which is often a peaceful and
prophetic glance into the future, admonished them that their
appointed times were not far distant. “ I know,” said Mr.
Clay, in a strain of sadness befitting the occasion, “ I know
that I shall linger here only a little while, and that I shall
soon follow him.” And Mr. Webster spoke in the deep and
thrilling tones of his organ-like voice, of the coming of that
time when they themselves should be carried, one after another,
in succession, to their final resting-places. And so, indeed, it
has been. In the short space of a little more than two years,
all that was mortal of that glorious triad has been committed
to their mother earth; and surely that kindly mother never
received back into her bosom three nobler sons. And now, as
we stand here, in knowledge of the death of all, and in full
view of the grave of one, does not a solera echo

“Seem to cry,
Here let their discord with them die,
Speak not for those a separate doom,
Whom Fate made Brothers in the tomb ;

But search the land of living men,
Where shall you find their like again ?”

It is not my purpose to attempt any delineation of the life
and services of Mr. Webster, or to enter upon any analysis of
his genius and character. I am not the jDroper person, nor
would Ibe competent to any such task ; and if I were both,
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this is not the time or place. But it may be permitted to say
here, in general, that to extraordinary reasoning powers, which
seemed almost equally adapted for analysis and generalization ;

to an imagination which, if not brilliant, was oftentimes rich,
glowing and exquisitely trained ; and to a varied learning, pro-
found, as well as elegant, which illustrated and adorned all it
touched, Mr. Webster joined a capacity for practical statesman-
ship which fitted him to deal with the administration of public
aifairs, on the largest and most liberal scale. He loved his
country with the devotion of a patriot, and dedicated the pow-
ers of his noble intellect to true interests. Notwithstanding
that grave aspect and unfathomable brow, his nature was
genial, and he relaxed gracefully from the care of public affairs
to the amenities and recreations of domestic and social life.
He was, too, in my humble estimation, the greatest living
master of our noble parent tongue ; and so long as our country
exists, and long, it may be, after it has ceased to exist, will the
speeches and orations of Daniel Webster be read and admired,
as among the very noblest specimens of the Anglo Saxon lan-
guage, pure and undefiled. With a timely wisdom, he finished,
with his own hand, the memorials of his fame, and though
dead, he will yet speak through his works to a long succession
of unborn generations.

I rejoice, Mr. Chairman, to see that the good people of our
city have come up in such large numbers, and without distinc-
tion of party, to this solemn and interesting ceremony. It
shows a generous appreciation of whatever is high and enno-
bling in humanity, a trait which I hope will ever be one
of their leading characteristics. They could not well have
been engaged in a better service. It is their good fortune to
have been not unfamiliar with the person and the exhibitions
of one who also possessed an extraordinary measure of that
promethean fire, that divine inspiration, which we call genius,
and which is one of the rarest gifts of Heaven to man.

And in assembling here now to pay a tribute of respect at
the fresh grave of Webster, they will find an opportunity of
reviving their recollections, and refreshing and strengthening
their admiration of that lamented one, who was his great com-
peer and their own most illustrious countryman.
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Hon. Robert Barnwell Rhett followed Mr. Porter.
Mr. Mayor :—My distinguished friend who offered the

resolutions remarked, that but few of those present had had the
opportunity of knowing Mr. Webster in society, or had heard
his great efforts in the Senate. I learn, sir, that lam the only
person present, who has had the opportunity he alludes to, and
it may, therefore, not be improper for me to address a few
words to this meeting, expressive of my esteem of the great
dead.

One who saw deep into the responsibilities of our being has
said: “No man liveth unto himself, or dieth unto himself.”
This is true of the humblest, as well as the greatest of us. In the
usual course of things, every human being must be in associa-
tion with others; and every human being, therefore, must
exercise some influence, for good or evil, upon the conduct,
character or destiny of others. But this great truth is more
especially flagrant in public men. Free government rests
upon the virtue and intelligence of the people; and in repub-
lics their public men are their epistles, known and read of all
men. Not merely in the splendors of oratory, or the develop-
ment of mighty thoughts, or the measures of masterly states-
manship, but in the humbler, but not less potent, influences of
private character and private duties, the public man lives for
his country. Mr. Webster was a striking exemplification of
these truths. His influence was very great. As a statesman,
for forty years, he stood the unrivalled intellectual leader of the
constitutional policy he advocated—a policy, whether for good
or evil, destined, I believe, to be the settled policy of the con-
federacy. As a speaker of English, he surpassed, I think, all
his contemporaries, either in this country or in Europe. As an
orator, he leaves, in his speech on Foote’s Resolutions, the
greatest oratorical effort ever made by an American statesman.
Not only in his speeches, but in all the effusions of his mind,
there is a dignity, purity, and moral elevation, which, filling
the mind with ardent admiration, induced the pardonable
appellation of being God-like. In his private character, what-
ever may have been his failings, his death is a veil, as it is his
atonement. Free of every stain of our frail humanity, he
doubtless now enjoys a blissful immortality. The heat and
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dust of the course is behind him, and he has won the prize, the
only prize worth living or dying for, the glorious prize of
acceptance with God. Doubtless he had frailties, but, with all
his frailties, he had but little of that greatest of all our infirmi-
ties, personal selfishness. No man ever had a more free and
generous nature. His heart was open as day to melting
charity. His hand was ever extended to relieve misfortune, or
comfort the miserable in calamity; living, as I did, in the same
community with him for several years, many instances of his
unknown and unostentatious kindness and charities to the very
humble came to my knowledge. Of his domestic habitudes I
know but little; but I am sure, from what I know, that he
was of a very sincere, affectionate and noble temper, in all his
private relations. He buried his daughter near his house at
Marshfield, as he said to a friend, “ that I might every day look
upon the place where she lies.” Public life, absorbing and
exhausting as it is to the gentler affections of our nature, had
not turned his heart from its only source of happiness—the
love we receive or bear to others.

But, Mr. Mayor, it is not our purpose, nor is it the privilege
of any of us to eulogize the great man whose departure we are
assembled to commemorate. That will be done by others who
knew him far more intimately, and therefore can far better per-
form so grateful a task. We came to discharge a duty to the
illustrious dead. In republics, public life must always be the
most arduous, as it is but too often the most thankless, of ser-
vices. Did not Mr. Webster feel this in the silent depths of
a slighted and wounded spirit ? Liberty was never won, and
cannot be preserved, without its martyrs. The Presidential
laurel has not adorned the brows of Webster, Clay or Calhoun,
but as each of them has dropped from amongst us, thousands
have felt as if the fabric of the confederacy shook to its foun-
dations. Each of them stood, in the estimation of millions, a
mighty element of power and patriotism, which would lift up
and assure the heart in all difficult emergencies. They are
gone, each, as he departed, looking with anxious and patriotic
solicitude at the black clouds which lower over the destinies
of the Union.

We assemble this day to cast upon the grave of the last
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of these illustrious men a testimonial of our profound sense
of his long and laborious public services, his noble genius, his
quietness and far-spread renown. If the response of even
a heathen oracle is correct, that a man’s death is the criterion
of a happy life, the country alone has cause to mourn. Mr.
Webster was happy in life and happy in death. Yet to him
to die was doubtless great gain.

The Resolutions were then unanimously adopted, and on
motion it was

Resolved, That the proceedings of the meeting be published
in the daily papers of the city.

The meeting then adjourned.

T. L. HUTCHINSON, Chairman.

WILLIAM WHALEY, )
„ . .

JOSEPH H. DUKES, \ Seci etarics ‘


