
SENATB....No. 59.

Boston, February 21, 1853.

Hon. Charles H. Warren,
President of the Senate

Dear Sir :—The Committee appointed by the president of the
senate and the speaker of the house of representatives, by au-
thority of ch. 99 of the resolves of 1852, entitled a “ Resolve
for the appointment of a committee concerning a fire-proof
building,” have attended to the duty, and herewith submit a
report of their doings, with plans and estimates for the en-
largement of the State House.

Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,
EDWD. L. KEYES, Chairman.

ComratmtotalUj of iHausatijuscttß.
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RESOLVE

For the appointment of a Committee concerning a Fire-Proof
Building.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the
president of the senate and the speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, to procure plans and estimates for a fire-proof build-
ing, to be erected in the rear of the State House, and report
the same to the next legislature, in the early part of the ses-
sion. [Approved, May 20, 1852.]

The Committee appointed by authority of chap. 99 of the re-
solves of 1852, concerning a fire-proof building, having con-
sidered the subject, submit the subjoined report, with the
accompanying plans and estimates.

In proceeding to the discharge of their duties, the committee
were somewhat embarrassed on account of the indefinite char-
acter of the instructions contained in the resolution under the
authority of which they were to act. Considering that much
is left to their discretion, the committee have been induced to
refer to the antecedents of the resolution for a better under-
standing of its objects and purposes. It appears from the

CommonUipaltij of jHassacijustUs.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Three.

REPORT;
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papers before the committee of the legislature to which the
matter was referred, that the original order contemplated noth-
ing farther than some additional accommodations for the library,
while the investigations of the committee, as will appear from
their report, which is annexed, comprehend the whole subject
of the general enlargement of the capitol, in order to provide
further accommodations for the several departments of the gov-
ernment. The following is a copy of said report:—

“COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

House of Representatives, >

May 7th, 1852. 5
“ The joint special committee who were instructed by au«

order of April 16th, to inquire into the expediency of erecting
a fire-proof building in the rear of the State House, for the
safe keeping and preservation of the State Library, and other
valuable State documents, and also further accommodation for
the several offices, which are inadequate for the purposes for
which they are used, have considered the subject, and report
the following resolve.”

This report, with the testimony of the secretary and libra-
rian, laid before the committee—to which reference will be
made hereafter—shows that the resolution was intended by its
authors to embrace the general question of the enlargement of
the State House, for the purposes already mentioned.

From these premises the following questions naturally arise ;

First.—ls there a necessity for a general enlargement of the
State House ? If yea,

Second.—To what extent, and in what manner ?

Third.—What are the things and objects which properly
demand fire-proof protection ?

Fourth. —To what extent shall the proposed enlargement be
fire-proof.

The first of these interrogatories has already been answered
in the affirmative by the legislature, in the resolve placed at
the head of this report, as well as by resolves of similar char-
acter adopted in former years, but for the information of your
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honorable body, the undersigned deem it proper to add other
testimony.

Before proceeding, however, to the discharge of that duty,
they desire to allude to some considerations, which they be-
lieve have tended seriously to embarrass the question of the
enlargement of the State House, in former years. They are
those which proceed from a disposition manifested by a portion
of the people and their representatives, to remove the State
House from where it now stands in the city of Boston, to
some other city or town of the Commonwealth. The commit-
tee do not deem it necessary to give a history of all the at-
tempts which have been made, and all the legislation which
has been had, with a view to that end. It will be enough to
state that as early as the year 1839, a committee of the house
of representatives reported in favor of removal, and since that
period the project has had a bearing and influence upon all
propositions for its enlargement. In the year 1843 a joint
committee of both branches reported in favor of referring the
question directly to the people. In the years 1851 and 1852
joint committees of both branches reported in favor of removal.
These projects having always proved unsuccessful, even in
cases where those who were presumed to be most in favor of
removal were in majority, the committee, for the purposes of
this commission—Avithout intending to express any opinion on
the question of removal—hold themselves obligated to regard
the question of location as settled forever, and that hereafter,
as in times past, the representatives of the people shall look
from the same proud eminence “upon the scenes of luxuriant
fertility, of flourishing commerce, and on the abodes of social
happiness” which surround it.

The belief that the question of removal has tended to defeat
all attempts at enlargement, results from the fact that represen-
tatives of all parties—those in favor and those opposed to remo-
val—have joined in expressing their opinions that more space
is demanded for the accommodation of the public offices, for
committee rooms, and for the safe storage of the archives.
The officers of the government have long complained that val-
uable records, journals, and State papers Avere in a state of de-
cay, and hastening to destruction, and yet nothing has been

FIRE-PROOF BUILDING.
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accomplished, as the result of their representations, but the fit-
ting up of a few subterranean apartments, where dampness and
mould may the more readily feed on the venerable records of
our colonial history, and the journals which were intended to
preserve the testimony of our fathers’ heroic devotion to the
cause of republican liberty. It is not consistent with a due
respect to the patriotism of the representatives of the people of
this Commonwealth, to suppose that they would listen year
after year to representations of the destruction of the pub-
lic archives with no attempt to preserve them. They must
have believed either that the statements of their committees
were groundless, and that the representations of the officers of
the government were false or exaggerated, or some other cause
must have influenced them to neglect or to oppose that which
patriotism, gratitude, and the honor of the Commonwealth
urged them to support.

The committee believe that the cause of this opposition, or
neglect, may be traced to influences growing out of the ques-
tion of removal.

The committee believe, also, that this is the appropriate time
and place to present a summary of that testimony in relation
to the demand for further accommodations in the State House,
which has been accumulating for several past years on the
pages of the public documents.

The house committee of 1839, (Doc. No. 70,) even at that
period, speak of the desirableness of having a larger building ;

and the joint committee of the year 1843(Senate Doc. No. 68)
express themselves as follows : “ The change of location, and
the erection of a new State House in the interior would save to
the State an immense amount of money, which must otherwise
be expended in repairing and enlarging the present building.
The public business has far outgrown the present edifice.
Thus, in regard to committee rooms, a degree of inconvenience
is felt, which is getting intolerable. There are but eleven lob-
bies, including the room of the clerk of the house, to accom-
modate the thirteen standing committees of the house, the
sixteen joint standing committees, and the five standing com-
mittees of the senate; thirty-four standing committees, and all
the special committees of the two houses, so that there are at



6 [Feb.FIRE-PROOF BUILDING.

least four committees to every lobby. Thus fifteen new lob-
bies are needed for members, and the pressure of this want
may be measured in some degree, by the number of books an-
nually lost from the various lobbies in consequence of their
being open so publicly.

“ Besides this, the president of the senate, its clerk, and the
speaker of the house should each have his lobby. The vari-
ous committees of the council, not less than five in number,
have now no rooms for business, although they require them
constantly, and are greatly incommoded by their want. A
great enlargement of the library room is required. * *

Your committee would further suggest that the various fire-
proofs are insecure. The falling of the northern wall would
probably crush them in. All these things call for changes, and
changes involving large expenditures.”

In 1850 the committee on public buildings, in their report
recommending an addition to the State House on its north
front, use the following language :

“ Your committee are satisfied that further accommodations
are required for committees, for clothes room and the library.

“ By referring to the acts and resolves, they find that, for a
number of years past, appropriations have been made from
time to time, for the purpose of providing enlarged accommo-
dations for the use of the government, required by its increas-
ing business.

“ Thus far the alterations have mainly consisted in finishing
off portions of the cellar and attic, which were previously used
for store rooms, and all the room of that character which can
be spared has been taken. The committee would therefore
recommend that an addition be made to the State House, on
its north front.”

The following is an extract from the joint special commit-
tee of 1851, (Senate Doc. No. 96.)

“ An urgent reason for removal is found in the unsuitable-
ness of the State House for its purposes. It is too contracted
for the uses of the legislature, and of the several departments
of the government. If it is retained for its original purpose,
a large amount must be expended to repair and enlarge it.” * *
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“ The building does not admit of a sufficient number of
rooms for the use of committees, and those now occupied, are,
in respect to size and height unfit for use. Important commit-
tees are sometimes compelled to meet in unsuitable places, or to
forego a meeting for want of suitable accommodations.

“ The office of the secretary of the board of education, is a
common passage way, or thoroughfare of visitors to the state
library, and an occasional committee room for both branches
of the legislature. One of the library rooms is a basement,
so damp during a wet season, that mould collects upon the
books, and the health of persons is endangered. Volumes are
constantly added by gift, purchase, or exchange, and there is
no suitable place to receive them.

“ The State Auditor has no accommodations, except a small
corner partitioned off from the office of the Treasurer. The
entire apartment previously, was not too large for either of
these offices of the State.

“ In the State department one-halfof the clerks are employed
in the underground story, and even this is crowded with books,
papers and public documents, so as to be both inconvenient
and unhealthy. These, and other considerations, show con-
clusively, that more ample accommodations are needed for the
public service.”

The committee on public buildings, (House Doc. 192,) in
recommending an additional structure on the north front, say :

“ Upon a careful examination of the various rooms and offi-
ces of the State House, your committee are fully satisfied that
no further enlargements of the rooms containing the library can
be made without an addition to the present structure, as no
basement or underground room, can ever be made suitable for
the proper keeping of books, or other papers, on account of
dampness which it is impossible to prevent.”

The joint committee of 1852, on the subject of removal,
commence their report (House Doc. 144) as follows;

“ Whatever difference of opinion there may be as to the
expediency of removing the capital to some other location
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none seems to exist as to the necessity of providing more
ample and suitable accommodations for the several departments
of the public service. All agree that the present building is
quite too contracted in its dimensions, and that something
ought to be done, either by enlargement or reconstruction, to
furnish such additional room as the public interest requires.”

The committee might refer to documents already published
for further testimony on this point, but as it is their wish to
afford no excuse to the legislature for putting off still farther
the decision of a question, which has dragged so expensively
through a long series of sessions, they desire to present in one
view a complete picture of the whole subject. With that view
they extract the essential portion of the statements of the Libra-
rian, (Senate Doc. 28) and Secretary of State (Senate Doc. No.
34) made by order of the senate of the 11th February, 1852.

Statement of Librarian.
“ 1. In consequence of the accumulation of the Massachu-

setts State documents, and of the documents of other States,
procured by exchange, and of books purchased annually by the
trustees, the small apartments appropriated for the use of the
library are entirely insufficient for receiving the books, with
any arrangement of them upon shelves convenient for refer-
ence.

“2. In the basement story there is so much moisture, that,
with all the care that can be exercised by means of fires in the
winter, and the opening both the windows and cases in the
summer, the books become damp and dingy, the covers often
become mouldy, and the leaves of some are actually decaying.
This is an evil for which there is no sure remedy except by
removal.

“3. The library being in a building that is not fire-proof,
is, of course, liable to be destroyed by fire. That the loss in
such an event would be irreparable, is evident to all.

“ For further details on these several points, I beg to refer to
the closing part of my annual report.” [Senate Doc. No. 13,
1852.]
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Statement of Secretary of the Commonwealth, (Senate Doc.
34, 1852.)

“ Secretary's Office, Boston, Feb. 14, 1852.

“Sir: —By an order of the 11th instant, the Secretary of
State is directed to inform the senate, ‘ whether the books,
records and other documents and public property in his office
are preserved in safe and sufficient places of deposit, secure
from fire and moisture ; and whether any farther provision is
necessary for their better protection.’

“ Before answering directly the inquiries of the honorable
senate, it may be proper to state that the business of this de-
partment has been continually increasing ever since its estab-
lishment, and has greatly exceeded in extent all the accommo-
dations that were at first provided.

“ In 1831, in consideration of the very crowded state of the
office, and the imminent exposure of the public archives to
destruction by fire, the legislature took measures to provide a
fire-proof building, in the rear of the Doric Hall, into which a
large part of the most valuable documents and manuscripts
were removed in 1832. This afforded a temporary relief, but
so rapidly did the business of the department increase, that in
1837, an addition was made to the office room, by taking into
it the space adjoining, which, up to that time, had been used
as an entry and stairway to the council chamber.

“ From 1837 to 1847, the business increased nearly one hun-
dred per cent,, and in the latter year it was deemed necessary
to convert the cellar or basement underneath the office into a
room for the accommodation of the additional clerks which the
pnplic service required. This was accordingly done. The
water-closets, &c., were removed, and a room was fitted up, as
well adapted to the object designed, as the nature of the case
would admit. Beside these arrangements, several closets have
been made in different parts of the building, into which have
been placed the various documents and publications that have
necessarily been accumulating with the lapse of years. All
these places of deposit are now filled.

“ The following detailed account of the manner in which the
several rooms are occupied, will give a full view of the accom-

2
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rnodations now afforded to this department of the public ser-
vice, and answer more explicitly the inquiries contained in the
order of the senate.

“ Ist. The office proper is occupied by the secretary, his
deputy, assistant, and two extra clerks. In this room the general
business of the office is transacted. It is crowded in every
part with public documents and books of reference.

“ More or less persons are also almost continually employed
in this room on private account , copying the public archives for
historical and other purposes. Here, also, a great part of the
engrossing of bills is executed, a service that requires a quiet
and retired room, very different from the one of which we
speak. Much of the folding and packing connected with the
distribution of public documents, is also done in this part of
the office. So many and so diverse kinds of service in so
limited a space, necessarily retards and renders inconvenient
the transaction of the public business.

“ 2d. The large room under the office of the secretary, lead-
ing from it, and constructed as before mentioned, is the deposi-
tory of all the publications emanating from this department;
such as the abstracts of the returns of paupers, jails and houses
of correction, registration, banks, insurance, agricultural socie-
ties, laws and resolves, laws of Congress. The space, in glass
cases, allotted to these documents, is very limited, and large
masses of matter have to be carried to the highest room in the
building, for storage. This apartment is also used as a packing
room, when any large issue to the cities and towns is ordered
by the legislature. There is also a large dark closet connected
with this room, where the volumes of reported decisions, &c.,
&c., of the supreme court are kept; this has of late been dis-
covered to be quite unfit for the purpose, owing to excessive
moisture from the walls, and some volumes have already shown
evidence of injury from mould and dry rot.

“Three clerks are here employed; one, who has charge of
the revolutionary muster rolls and miscellaneous volumes con-
nected therewith, all of which are kept in this basement. The
licensing of pedlars is done by this clerk. The other two are
employed in compiling abstracts from the various returns, as-
sisting in the forming of various statistics called for by the
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legislature. Much of the engrossing is done here, for want of
more suitable room.

“ The stove or furnace used in this room is of such a construc-
tion as to consume the vitality of the air. Having no air-box
connected with it and communicating with the exterior of the
building, the atmosphere is rendered unfit, from its excessive
impurity, for respiration by those occupying the apartment.
This room is but poorly lighted, and has no means of ventila-
tion whatever. It is, moreover, so generally damp as to be an
unsuitable place for books and manuscripts. Soon after coming
into office, the undersigned discovered that some of the printed
volumes and blank books stored in this room, had become so
mouldy and decayed as to be entirely useless. Amongst these
were several volumes of tire 1 Statistics relating to the United
States Census of 1840,’ which had arrived at such a state of
decomposition as to be not only worthless but offensive, and
were thrown away. Samples of these books were retained,
and may be seen at this office, or will be furnished to the
senate for examination, if desired.

“ In addition to these statements, it may be proper to remark
that both the room now referred to, and the office above are
constantly pervaded, to a greater or less extent, with offensive,
and doubtless unwholesome effluvia, arising from some cause
not yet satisfactorily ascertained, but probably from the vaults
or drains underneath this part of the building.

“ 3d. The fire-proof room designated No. 1, is occupied with
volumes of the archives, prepared under resolves of the legis-
lature ; they entirely fill the room, and of the contents, a cata-
logue has already been prepared, and a chronological index far
advanced, is in daily progress of completion.

“ 4th. Fire-proof room No. 2, contains the volumes of records
of the general court, records of the council, volumes of trans-
cript of the Plymouth Colony records, a large number of vol-
umes, miscellaneous in their nature, viz.: letters, from an early
period, civil and military commissions, various returns, acts of
incorporation, and resolves, on parchment, bound, for each
year, from 1826. Files of bills and resolves, being the elemen-
tary reports, &c., of the engrossed matter. Files of the coun-
cil, from an early period. Maps and plans of towns, taken in
the years 1794 and 1830, together with a large amount of mis-
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cellaneous matter, in files and rolls. Both these last named
apartments, containing the most valuable of the public arch-
ives, are in a crowded state, and, from the dampness consequent
upon the construction of thick walls, and the want of artificial
heat, their contents give evidence of decay from mould. With
all the care that can be used, some degree of decomposition
must be continually going on.

“ sth. A closet near the fire-proof is filled with the spare cop-
ies of the documents of the senate and house ; there is a large
quantity of them, and they are frequently resorted to, to com-
plete files, &c. &c.

“ 6th. A closet in the rear of the statue of Washington. Al-
though not fire-proof, it is surrounded by thick walls, and en-
tirely filled with books and documents, amongst which are
some six hundred volumes of special laws of vol. 8, statistics
of industry, agricultural abstracts, laws of 1847. room
is damp, and causes books in a short time to become musty.

(! 7th. A closet near the green room in the fourth story of this
building. This is a room of considerable dimensions, and is
crowded with papers and printed documents ; such as valua-
tion lists, returns of votes, a large number of MSS. volumes
belonging to the war office of the revolution ; reports of vari-
ous kinds; council records, pay rolls, and extensive files of
accounts and returns, in manuscript.

“Bth. A large room in the attic in the fifth story, familiarly
known as ‘the Oregon.’ This is filled to its utmost capacity
with combustible matter, in the form of laws of Congress;
pamphlet laws of Massachusetts; bound volumes of ditto;
bound volumes of State papers; special laws of Massachusetts;
bound journals of the Provincial Congress, (a very few copies;)
special laws, vols. G and 7; house journals; bound original
reports of committees on revised statutes; bound laws and
resolves of Massachusetts; returns of United States Census ;

old maps, and various manuscripts. Also, a large deposit from
the treasury department, in chests and bundles, of cancelled
continental money, depreciation notes, &c. &c.

“ The two last named rooms are free from dampness, but much
exposed to destruction by fire, especially as committee rooms
are now in their immediate vicinity, where lights are often
used.
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“9th. In addition to the above, there are several large book
cases in different places, one of which it has been found neces-
sary to erect within a few days, in the open space in front of
the office, and in which has been deposited the census of 1850,
and other documents.

“ After making the foregoing statements, it is hardly necessary
to add, that in the opinion of the undersigned, the interests of
the Commonwealth do imperatively demand ‘ further provision
for the safe keeping of the public archives.’ ”

In addition to the above-mentioned claims for increased ac-
commodations, a new demand is made for room in the capitol.
By an act approved April 21, 1852, a “ State Board of Agricul-
ture ” is established, with authority to appoint a secretary with
a salary of $ 1,600 per annum. The meetings of the board are
to be held at the State House, and the secretary’s office should
be in the same building. The records, papers, and documents
of the board, shouldalso be kept there, in the same manner as
those of the other coordinate departments of the govern-
ment. It is of great importance also that room should be
afforded this department for the exhibition, and display of new
agricultural inventions, and of rare plants, seeds, fruits, and of
the various productions of agriculture and horticulture. A
committee of the board have had the subject in charge, and
after considering it have embodied their views in the following
communication, which, as it contains the opinions and wishes
of the Board of Agriculture, in reference to the subject in hand,
we incorporate it into this report, as a part of the testimony in
support of the demand for the enlargement of the Stale House.

“ To Hon. E. L. Keyes, S. S. Perkins, Esq., P. W. Taft, Esq.

Committee for procuring plans and estimates, for the en-
largement of the Stale House in Boston.

“ The undersigned are a committee, chosen by the Massachu-
setts State Board of Agriculture, for procuring rooms suitable
for the accommodation of its secretary, and for such other pur-
poses as the cause of agriculture may require.
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“The committee, after a careful consideration of the subject
committed to them, deemed it of importance, that its location
should be in connection with the State House, or as nearly
contiguous as circumstances would allow, inasmuch as it will
be under the patronage of the government of this Common-
wealth, it should be where they can easily have access to its
rooms, and be the better advised of its reasonable wants. It
will also be a marked place, readily found by all who feel an
interest in its welfare and progress.

“ In regard to the room that will probably be required to carry
out the views of the Board, we can only imagine some of our
probable future wants. In this we have been aided by our co-
laborers in other places, particularly by Gen. Adoniram Chand-
ler, of the American Institute, New York City, Col. B. P.
Johnson, corresponding secretary of the New York State Board
of Agriculture, Albany, and President Hitchcock of Amherst
College. We regret that of the two latter we can only state
their contents from memory, as their letters have been mislaid.
Col. Johnson writes us, that we should have a lecture-room, to
seat from three hundred to five hundred persons, (our repre-
sentatives’ chamber will answer for this purpose,) an exhibition
room, at least thirty feet wide, and from eighty to one hundred
feet long, from twelve to fifteen feet in height, and to be light-
ed from the top, if possible. In addition to the secretary’s
room, which should be fourteen feet square, or of that capaci-
ty ; a private room for the secretary, and a room to answer the
prospective wants of an increasing library. The American In-
stitute occupies a story of about twenty-five by eighty feet, as
a lecture-room, and for their secretaries ; the story above, as a
library and reading room, containing about six thousand vol-
umes, and the two stories above the library room, as an agricul-
tural museum, all of which they deem too small.

“ The committee are informed that you intend to build, in the
rear of the State House, and should you construct a building
on all the width you can cover, and of the length of the pres-
ent building, the basement or lower floor on Mt. Vernon street
will not be too large, with the greatest height that you can

conveniently give, to afford rooms which will come immediate-
ly in use for the secretary, and for the exhibition of agricultural
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implements, models of improved agricultural implements, —

drawings of implements, of animals, and of fruits,—manikins
of useful animals, and models of fruits, dried specimens of
grasses, and grains, and seeds, together with a large catalogue
of matter, material to the welfare of all interested in rural
affairs, which you, gentlemen, can more easily imagine than
we can readily particularize. President Hitchcock, who, from
his recent travels, is well informed of what we shall need, fully
confirms the above

Respectfully submitted by

B. Y. Quench, ) CommitteebIMON BROWN, )

The report of the joint committee of 1852, already referred
to, (House Doc. 144,) presents the deficiencies of accommoda-
tions in the executive, treasury, and education �departments.
They are great and burdensome, and whenever, if ever, an-
other report shall have to be written on this subject, a more
significant and dishonorable adjective might perhaps be ap-
propriately added to the list. These numerous and crying
representations, from sources which ought to be regarded as
responsible, have long been familiar to the representatives of
the people. They are true or false. If false they should be
investigated and disproved, and their authors held to account
for their repeated attempts to deceive; if, however, they are
true, and the representatives shall fail to apply the remedy,
then they will be guilty of a dereliction of duty which will be
disgraceful to themselves and the Commonwealth.

The testimony to the necessity of enlargement being abun-
dant and unqualified, the next question arises, “In what man-
ner shall the State House be enlarged, and to what extent ?”

Here it should be remarked, that in several of the reports from
which extracts are presented, much is said of the deficiencies
of the representatives’ hall in relation to size, ventilation, desks,
&c., and also of the senate chamber. The committee, how-
ever, find no authority in the resolution under which they are
acting, or in the matters referred to the committee which re-
ported it, to warrant them in preparing plans and estimates so
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radical and extensive. They are restricted to the duty of pro-
viding more, and better accommodations for the public offices,
and more, and more secure fire-proof room, for the safe keeping
and security of the fire-proof matter deposited in the State
House. Under these limitations, they decide that further ac-
commodations are requisite for the offices of the secretary,
treasurer, and auditor, and for the library, and the public ar-
chives, and that it is their duty to propose such alterations and
additions, as will embrace those results.

The next question for the decision of the committee seemed
to be the following, “ What are the things which properly re-
quire fire-proof protection ?” That the archives of a Common-
wealth which embrace the records or its whole public history,
the journals of its legislation, the deeds of its property, and the
evidence of its numerous and extensive disbursements, are fire-
proof matter, is unquestioned. But to what extent a library,
like that of the State: the publications of the State; aud the
ordinary books, papers, and documents of the several offices,
are the appropriate subjects of fire-proof protection, is a ques-
tion, perhaps, for argument.

The late destruction, by fire, of the library of congress, was
held to be a great national calamity, but chiefly because it
contained volumes and works of art which could not be re-
placed, and bequests from eminent patriots, whose names and
memories were embalmed in their donations. Admonished by
the disaster, a united and harmonious voice is at once heard in
favor of a fire-proof structure for a congressional library. The
great and flourishing State of New York has decided the ques-
tion for herself, in all its aspects, in a manner worthy of her
position and fame. Her State House, (a distinct edifice from
the capitol where her assembly convenes,) is a magnificent aud
beautiful marble fire-proof structure, erected at a cost of $300,-
000. Within its Avails are all the great offices of state—the
treasury, the state department, the comptroller, the superin-
tendent of banks, canal commissioners, &c. As the visitor
treads upon the solid groined arches of this building, he feels
that all the elements might combat in vain for its destruction.
In regard to the necessity of fire-proof buildings for state
libraries, the same questions have agitated the legislature of
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New York, which now present themselves to our own. New
York, however, has decided them all, and the result is seen in
a fine fire-proof structure of a hundred and twenty feet in
length by fifty in width, in rear of the capitol, the whole
design of which is to accommodate and preserve the State
Library. It is estimated to cost one hundred and twenty thou-
sand dollars. Massachusetts, with her narrow limits, cannot
expect to compete with New York in the number of her popu-
lation, or in the amount of her trade and business, but she
ought not to permit herself to fall behind her great rival in
devotion to her history, the preservation of her records, and
literary treasures, and in the honor of her name.

In view of the facts and considerations above stated, and in
remembrance also of the declaration of the librarian—a man
eminent for his learning—that the loss of its treasures would
be irreparable, the committee decide that a new structure for
the library be erected which shall be fire-proof.

The Phans.
In approaching the subject of the plans the committee were

met with an obstruction which it would he a serious misfor-
tune to remove, and difficult to overcome. By a resolve of
June 12, 1827, permission was granted to the Trustees of the
Washington Monument Association to erect, at their own ex-
pense, a building on the north front of the State House for the
reception and permanent location of the statue of Washington,
by Chantrey. By a resolve of January 9th, 1828, the edifice
and statue, which had been intrusted by a vote of the Associa-
tion, “to the care and patriotism of the government of the
State of Massachusetts, for the use and benefit of the people
of said State to all future generations,” was accepted, on con-
dition that if the edifice of which the hall of Washington
forms a part, shall at any time cease to be used for the pur-
poses to which it was then devoted, the trustees aforesaid, and
in case of their failure, the mayor and aldermen of the city of
Boston, should have the right to take possession of said statue
and its pedestal, and remove it to some other station in the
city of Boston. The committee are of the opinion that the
patriotism of the government demands not only that the statue
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be preserved and held sacred, but that the edifice which con-
tains it shall not be so modified, shaded, or darkened as to
obstruct the benificent purpose of the donors, of making it
useful and beneficial to the people “ to all future generations.”

They have, therefore, been solicitous to subordinate all the
numerous plans which have been suggested, to the obligation
to preserve the Washington edifice unharmed, and not to ob-
scure or shut out that light by which the statue is exhibited
to the homage and admiration of the people of the Common-
wealth, and of citizens and strangers from other sections of the
country and the world. It is true that the “conditions”
upon which it was accepted do not refer to the subject of light
or to anything else which might interfere with the exhibition
of the statue, unless it be embraced in the “ care and patriot-
ism of the government ” to which it was intrusted, yet it
cannot be doubted that while it is retained, it is the duty of
the Commonwealth to see that nothing shall be done to defeat
the patriotic purpose of the donors.

In view of the almost uniform belief in the necessity for the
enlargement of the State House, and of the unsuccessful and
expensive attempts which have been heretofore made to that
end, the committee have endeavored to leave nothing undone
which might be necessary to a prompt and final determination
of the question by the legislature, at its present session.

In order that the decision of the question might not be post-
poned by the introduction of new plans and theories, which
could not be comprehended without delay, the committee have
provided and herewith present three distinct plans and esti-
mates, numbered from one to three. They are consistent with
each other and progressive, No. 2 embracing all of No. 1, and
No. 3 all of 1 and 2.

Plan No. 1 embraces a structure to extend from the statue
building to Mount Vernon Street. Its dimensions are 93 feet
by 36 feet, with a height equal to that of the main building.
The north wall of the statue building is to be used for the new
structure to the full extent of the former.

The quantity and character of the room to be obtained by
this plan, is as follows : (See floor plans, No. 1.)

The basement is a fire-proof room of the following dimen-
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sions, 58 feet by 39 feet, and about 16 feet in height, with
halls or passage ways and stairways 14 feet wide. This room
being entirely above ground, and fire-proof, would answer for
a store and exhibition room for the agricultural department, or
for a store room and packing room for the State department.
The next, or principal story, is on a level with Doric Hall.
The room is the same in length and breadth as the basement,
but only nine feet in height. It is to be fire-proof, and is de-
signed for the archives of the Commonwealth. Filled with
alcoves and shelving, it will afford a vast quantity of space for
the safe keeping arid preservation of public documents, papers
and records—enough to satisfy the demands of many future
years. Over this is the library, commencing on a level with
what is called the intermediate story, and extending to the
height of the building, or to where the architect may see fit to
limit it, from considerations of taste or expediency. It will be
divided (by two balustrades) into three galleries, each about 9
feet in height. It is to be filled with alcoves, which, with the
walls, will contain about 7,000 square feet of shelving, more
than five times as much as contained in the present library
department.

The appearance of the north front of the State House, with
the addition of plan No. 1, may be seen in plan No. 1 of eleva-
tion, with the exception of the basement windows, which
belong to the wings of plan’No. 2.

Plan No. 1 supplies all the library and fire-proof room need-
ed, besides a large room measuring 58 feet by 39 feet, which
might be devoted to the agricultural department, or to the use
of the secretary’s office for packing and storage. It would
vacate the apartments now occupied by the library, the base-
ment of which might be given up to the agricultural bureau if
desired, and the upper room to the auditor.

The estimated cost of this plan is $35,500, it being entirely
and completely fire-proof, and to be constructed in a style uni-
form with that of the main building.

Plan No. 2 comprises all of plan No. 1, with the addition of
wings extending along Mount Vernon Street, from the struc-
ture as in plan No. 1, to the east and west limits of the main
building. The elevation plan No. 1, will show the exact ap-
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pearance of the north front of the building, as it will be in the
case of the adoption of plans Nos. 2 and 3, and the floor plans
No. 2, exhibit the form and dimensions of the rooms. Bythose, it appears that there will be on the west wing four large
rooms, one above another, each measuring thirty-five feet by
thirty-three. Should the large fire-proof basement be occupied
by the agricultural department, as it is most desirable it
should be, then the basement room of this wing would be at
the service of the office of the secretary of State, for storing
and packing. A room in this wing might also be appropriated
to the adjutant general, whose present offices are demanded by
the secretary of State. The remaining rooms on this wing,
as well as the four on the east wing, measuring thirty-five by
twenty-five feet each, may serve to answer the loud and urgent
demand ioi additional committee-rooms, which has so long
been heard. These wings will add much to the beauty and
grandeur of the State House building, as will be seen by the
plans of elevation, and will afford precisely and satisfactorily
those accommodations so imperatively demanded. The addi-
tional estimated cost of this plan is $22,000, making the whole
estimated cost of plan No. 2, $57,500.

Plan No. 3 comprises all contained in plans Nos. 1 and 2,
with the addition of sections on the east and west side to unite
the wings of plan No. 2 with the main body of the house.
The dimensions of these sections "(eighteen by twenty-three
feet) may be seen in floor plans No. 3. The areas, fifteen feet
by twenty-three feet, on each side of the statue building, are
left for light and air. The appearance of the east front of the
building, according to plan No. 3, may be seen in elevation
plan No. 2. A vast improvement on the old structure is appa-
rent. The rooms afforded by the addition of plan No. 3, are
of the most desirable character. The one on a level with, and
opening into the senate chamber, will be for the clerk or presi-
dent of the senate, or both, and for counting votes, and for
special or temporary committees of the senate. The one on
the other side of the house, on a level with the ante-chamber
of the council, will be used as a committee-room for that body,
a convenience which it has long demanded. The other rooms
are imperatively demanded for committee-rooms and lobbies.
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The additional cost of plan No. 3 is $6,000, making in all the
sum of $63,500 for that entire plan which, when completed,
will leave the north and east fronts of the State House as they
appear in plans of elevation Nos. 1 and 2. The sum required
is but a trifle more than one half the estimated cost of the
building now erecting in the rear of the capitol of New York,
for the accommodation of the State library alone.

The committee having discharged the duty assigned them,
as above described, might leave the subject without comment,
to the judgment and discretion of the legislature, yet they
feel, that, without any improper desire to influence the govern-
ment, they may offer such suggestions as the duties and labors
of their commission have produced in their own minds.

There has been, from time to time, numerous projects and
plans brought forward for increasing the accommodations of
the State House, which have been rejected, probably on the
ground that they were insufficient, or not understood, and be-
cause, also, the modes in which the alterations would affect the
exterior of the building, were not shown, or comprehended.
Much money has thus been thrown away. The object of the
present committee has been to exhaust the subject —to em-
brace the least and greatest improvements, within the range of
sound reason and judgment and to explain, not only the
exact character and dimensions of the additional space ob-
tained, and the uses to which it is to be appropriated, but also
to show the effect which said additions will have upon the
exterior of the venerable structure, which, for more than half a
century, has first attracted the gaze of the approaching stranger.
The elevations which accompany this report, although lacking
perspective, show very clearly that the additions contemplated
will add vastly to the grandeur and architectural beauty of the
pile. The north and east views of the State House now pre-
sent a most uncomely aspect, which the additions, according to
plan No. 3, will vastly improve.

The committee are aware that there is a strong disposition
in public bodies to accept the smallest and least expensive plans
for public buildings and works, which they can be induced to
believe will answer the purpose desired, and yet such has gen-
erally proved a wasteful economy.
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Our country is of such vigorous growth, that its institutions
are, and have long been, rapidly outgrowing its buildings. The
national capitol, and those of other States, are now being en-
larged, although planned, not long ago, with an eye to the
future growth of the country. Our own capitol, by the adroit-
ness or sagacity of its projectors, was made larger than it was
originally proposed to be, and yet, after the lapse of little more
than half a century, with many additions and alterations in the
mean time, it is altogether too limited to answer the demands
of the public business. The committee are fully impressed
with the idea that plan No. 3 is the one required to be adopted
by all the considerations of economy and expediency, as well
as those of architectural propriety and beauty.

The difference between plans Nos. 1 and 2 is trifling, so far
as the cost is concerned, but of the greatest importance to the
executive department and the senate, and also to the architec-
tural appearance of the building.

The addition comprised in plan No. 2 is highly important,
affording as it does a number of large and convenient commit-
tee rooms, which are much wanted.

The committee believe that it cannot be expedient, in any
case, to substitute other plans for those accompanying this re-
port, for none can better accord with the regulations adopted
in regard to the statue building; none can more satisfactorily
afford the accommodations desired; none can better comport
with the architectural.splendor of the capitol; and none, of
course, can be less expensive, inasmuch as the style ofall must
be alike in harmony with the main building.

They are, therefore, presented in the full conviction that
they will be adopted, provided it is the intention of the legis-
lature ever to enlarge the present structure.

The views contained in this report are sincerely and unani-
mously held by the committee, and they are respectfully sub-
mitted to the consideration of the legislature, together with
the plans and estimates of the proposed additions and altera-
tions, as required by the resolve.

EDWARD L. KEYES.
SAM. S. PERKINS.
PUTNAM W. TAFT.


