
SENATE....N©. 92,

The Committee on the Militia, to whom was referred so much
of the address of his excellency the governor, as relates to
the Militia, and the annual report of the adjutant-general,
and an order presented by Mr. Egan, on the third of March
current, to inquire into the expediency of altering the militia
laws, &c., and an order presented by Hon. Mr. Brinley on
the 11th of March current, to inquire into the expediency of
altering the provisions of the 3d section of the 104th chap-
ter of the acts of year 1852, concerning the militia, and the
petition of Ira Summer for one day more of military encamp-
ment, and divers other petitions to the same effect, and the
petition of the Boston Light Dragoons for leave to increase
the number of privates allowed to said company, have con-
sidered the same, and

as follows:

They refer to the able report of the adjutant-general to the
late governor and commander-in-chief (senate document, 1853,
No. 8) and to the accompanying tables for the statistics and
condition of the militia, enrolled and volunteer, during the year
1852.
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In Senate, March 26, 1853.

REPORT
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In performance of the duty required of them by the existing
law, the committee visited and examined the State Arsenal, at
Cambridge, in the month of January last. The buildings are
in excellent order, and the valuable and extensive collection of
cannon, muskets, equipments, camp equipage, and all other ar-
ticles there deposited are in admirable condition, and ready for
immediate service.

By a resolve of the legislature for the year 1852, the adjutant-
general was authorized to erect a brick dwelling-house within
the arsenal grounds for the use of the keeper. It has been
built in a style to correspond to the edifice to which it is joined,
and for a sum less than the appropriation. The committee are
entirely satisfied with the manner in which the affairs of the
arsenal have been conducted during the past year. A particular
reference to some of the topics discussed in the report of the
adjutant-general, and to the measures therein recommended,
will show the opinion of the committee as to most of the mat-
ters referred to them, and as to the changes which are advisable
or necessary to be made in the militia laws.

1. Referring to an order offered in the house ofrepresentatives,
March 3d, 1853, by Mr. Egan, of Boston, and referred to this
committee, and in connection therewith to the remarks on the

*

subject of encampment duty on the 25th page of the adjutant-
general’s report, and to divers petitions on the same subject,
the committee are of opinion that the object of improvement
in drill sought to be obtained is one of great importance, and
deserving the careful attention of the legislature. This object
will, in their opinion, be more effectually attained by extending
the time of encampment duty from two days, as at present fixed
by law, to three, than by authorizing commanders of regiments
and battalions to order out detachments for drill from lime to
time during the summer months. The additional duty will, it is
believed, be less burdensome, and the volunteer companies will
be better disposed to meet and improve by it, if advantage is
taken of their being already assembled in camp, and for military
instruction and drill, than if they should be called out for
shorter periods at four different times during the summer. The
time lost in going and returning would be saved, the instruc-
tion would be more uniform, continuous, and effective, and
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the ranks would he better filled. The committee therefore are
of opinion that it is inexpedient to adopt the suggestions of
the above mentioned order on this subject, but they recommend
that the time of encampment be extended from two days to
three, according to the provisions of the subjoined bill—the
pay for the additional day’s duty to be the same as is now pro-
vided by law.

2. As to so much of said order as relates to a proposed amend-
ment of st. 1852, c. 104, § 3, and another order presented by
Hon. Mr. Brinley to the same effect, providing for the compen-
sation of presiding and recording officers at elections of officers
in all cases, the committee are of opinion that the mileage
be reduced from ten to five cents.

3. Following the order of the adjutant-general’s report, the
next topic to be noticed is that introduced pp. 26-7, as to the posi-
tion in which the adjutant-general is placed. The suggestions
of the adjutant-general on this point are of great importance.
It is anomalous in principle, and inconvenient, if not dangerous
in practice, that on any occasion a staff officer, with the subor-
dinate rank of a brigadier-general, should have the command
over and outrank the highest officers of the line when in
field or camp, and in presence of their troops. We therefore
recommend, and have provided, for the repeal of so much of
the statute as relates to this subject.

4. The recommendation of the adjutant-general that an en-
gineer should be attached to the staff of each division and brig-
ade appears to the committee to be reasonable and proper, and
provision for the change is made accordingly.

5. We have also introduced a section in the subjoined bill,
authorizing the formation of one or more companies ofartillery,
to be exercised and drilled as light artillery, and for practice
with field-pieces, in addition to the present drill of artillery
companies as light infantry. Instruction in the drill peculiarly
adapted for artillery is not now provided for in this Common-
wealth, and the military history of Europe during the present
century, and the brilliant results obtained by our own armies
during the late Mexican war, have shown that an efficient and
skilled artillery is the effective arm of the military service.

6. The committee would further recommend that the st.
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1852, c. 104, $ 5 be so far altered that the number of privates
in cavalry companies may be eighty instead of sixty-four, and
that a farrier and saddler may also be attached to such compa-
nies in addition to their existing officers.

7. The suggestion of the adjutant-general, [report, p. 32,J as
to the custody of guns and artillery equipments, has been
adopted by the committee, and a resolve to carry it into effect is
appended to this report.

For the Committee,

BENJ. ADAMS.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Militia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled ,

and by the authority of
the same, as folloios:

1 Sect. 1. So much of the second section of chapter
2 two hundred and eighteen of the acts of eighteen
3 hundred and forty-nine, as limits duty in camp to two
4 days, is hereby repealed, and the time of performance
5 of such duty is hereby extended to three successive
6 days.

1 Sect. 2. So much of the second section of chapter
2 two hundred and eighteen of the acts of eighteen
3 hundred and forty-nine, as authorizes the adjutant-
-4 general to assume the superintendence and command
5 of the troops when in camp, and to represent the per-

<£ommouUirnltl) of JHassadjusettfic

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Three.
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6 son of the commander-in-chief at such times, is hereby
7 repealed.

1 Sect. 3. So much of the third section of chapter
2 one hundred and four, of the acts of eighteen hun-
-3 dred and fifty-two, as allows ten cents per mile for
4 travel to the presiding and recording officers of meet-
-5 ings for the election of officers, is hereby repealed,
6 and such presiding and recording officers shall be en-
-7 titled to charge but five cents per mile for travel, in
8 such cases.

1 Sect. 4. The staff of each division and brigade
2 may be increased in number by the addition of an
3 engineer thereto, with the rank of major in the divi-
-4 sion staff, and that of captain in the brigade staff.

1 Sect. 5. The fifth section of chapter one hundred
2 and four of the acts of eighteen hundred and fifty-
-3 two, is so far altered as to allow the number of pri-
-4 vates in companies of cavalry to be eighty, instead of
5 sixty-four; a farrier and a saddler may also be at-
-6 tached to each company of cavalry.

1 Sect. 6. The compensation for privates, musicians,
2 non-commissioned officers, and officers of companies
3 of cavalry, for the performance of military duty, re-
-4 quired by law, shall be double the amount now allowed
5 to officers of volunteer companies ; said increased com-
-6 pensation to be paid by the mayor and aldermen of
7 cities, and the selectmen of towns, which shall be
8 reimbursed from the treasury of the Commonwealth,
9 as is by law provided.
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1 Sect. 7. The commander-in-chief, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, may authorize the forma-
-3 tion of one or more companies of foot artillery, as
4 designated by the war department, March 6th, 1845.

1 Sect. 8. All acts or parts of acts, inconsistent with
2 the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take etfect from and after
2 its passage.
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Authorizing the Removal of the Field-Pieces belonging to
the Commonwealth.

Resolved, That the adjutant-general be authorized and di-
rected to remove to the State Arsenal, at Cambridge, all the
field-pieces and artillery equipments now in the several gun-
houses and other places of deposit in the various towns and
cities of the Commonwealth; provided, however, that he may
allow such field-pieces and artillery equipments to remain in
towns and cities, the authorities of which will furnish suitable
buildings for their deposit, and undertake to keep them in good
and complete order without any expense to the Commonwealth.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Three.

(Tommomuram) of iffassartjurirttrL

RESOLVE


