
SENATE....No. 106.

The Joint Special Committee to whom were committed the
petition of the town of Great Barrington, in the comity of
Berkshire, praying that “ the Shire Town should be located
at some other place besides Lenox,” together with sundry
petitions in aid thereof, and sundry remonstrances against
granting the prayer of the petitioners, have considered the
same, and

EEP O E T

That an order of notice was duly issued and served, and
that the parties in interest were heard by their respective coun-
sel or agents. The petition of the town of Great Barrington
sets forth : that owing to changes which have been effected by
different lines of railway communications, passing through and
across the county of Berkshire, and other causes incident to
increase of population, it has become a matter of great import-
ance to the people of the county that the shire town shoidd be
changed to some place, other than Lenox. The petitions fur-
ther represent, that the present Shire Town, being two miles
from the line of railroad which passes through the county from
north to south, is inconvenient of access; that the convenience
and accommodations for holding the courts are inadequate, and
that it has become necessary either to build a new court house,

In Senate, April 12, 1853.

CmnmouUstarttij of i&a&wdjusttts.



2 [April,SHIRE TOWN IN BERKSHIRE.

or to enlarge the present one. This is, substantially, the char-
acter of the petitions in aid, which are in a printed form.

The remonstrances are nearly alike, being also in a printed
form, with some exceptions. They represent that there has
been recently erected in Lenox, a House of Correction, which
has been enlarged within the last year at great expense, and
which is adequate to the wants of the county; that the Court
House is in good repair, and needs but small additions; that %

there has been no such material changes in the business or
population of the county, since the last agitation of the sub-
ject, as to warrant a new location of the public buildings; that
the county is in debt, and that a change would occasion a
sacrifice of property, increase taxation, and create injurious
divisions among the people.

It will be noticed that the remonstrants make an allusion to
“ the last agitation of the subject,” which is thus explained.

In the year 1842 the inhabitants of Pittsfield petitioned for
a change of the Shire Town, and the matter was submitted to
the people in April, 1843, when the result was—

For removal, .....653
Against removal, ....4,320

It was contended before the committee that this vote was
not a correct expression of the wishes of the people ; that so
short a time intervened between the passage of the resolve sub-
mitting the question to the popular vote, and the day fixed for
voting, it was not possible to obtain a fair expression of the
public sentiment. This view is countenanced by the fact that
the vote of Berkshire county for senators in the year 1842,
was 6,549.

The committee, therefore, do not consider the vote of 1842,
of so conclusive a character, that the further discussion of the
question is unnecessary and impolitic.

There are thirty-one towns in the county of Berkshire, con-
taining, according to the census of 1850, forty-eight thousand
nine hundred and thirty-seven persons. Every town in the
county, with the exception of Florida and Savoy, is represented
at this time, in the shape of petitions or remonstrances; which
proves that the subject is one of very general interest, though the



31853.] SENATE—No. 106.

number of petitioners and remonstrants is small in comparison
with the whole population.

The number of petitioners is 910. The number of remon-
strants is 1,701, as will be seen by the following statement:

Petitioners. Remonstrants.
Town of Great Barrington.

Adams, . . . .279 104
Alford, .... 33
Becket, .... 88
Cheshire,. . . .33
Clarksburg, ... 8
Dalton, . . . .56
Egremont, ... 87
Florida.
Great Barrington,. . . 135
Hancock, . . ’

. 29 24
Hinsdale,.... 22
Lanesborough, . . .66
Lee, .... 306
Lenox, town of [remonstrates.]
Monterey, ... 86
Mount Washington, . . 36
New Ashford, . . . 35
New Marlborough, . . 26
Otis, .... 87
Peru, .... 35
Pittsfield, . . . 284
Richmond, ... 60
Sandisfield, ... 36
Savoy.
Sheffield,. . . .28 102
Stockbridge, . . . 188
Tyringham, ... 86
Washington, . . .57 36
West Stockbridge, . . 116
Williamstown, . . .16
Windsor, .

. . .27
Boston Corner.

910 1,701
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It should be noted that the town of Great Barrington is a
petitioner, and the towns of Lenox and Egremont are remon-
strants, in their corporate capacities.

The decision of a question so delicate in itself, and so im-
portant to the interests and comfort of the people of Berkshire,
the committee were not inclined to assume. It was in evi-
dence, that for a series of years efforts had been made to effect
a change of the Shire Town, though unsuccessful, from differ-
ent causes ; this renewed attempt establishes the fact that the
people are not all content with the present locality; so that if the
committee were to advise that the petitioners should have leave
to withdraw, it would be but a prelude to subsequent applica-
tions. With the information obtained by the committee, and
without personal examination of the buildings at Lenox, it was
thought inexpedient to report a resolve for referring the ques-
tion to a vote of the people of the county.

The committee, with almost entire unanimity, came to the
conclusion that the best way of getting at a complete know-
ledge of all the facts hearing upon this important question, was
by the aid of a Board of Commissioners, who should visit the
county, and while there, hear all the parties in interest. Of
course, their report would be made subject to the sanction of
the next general court. Avoiding further detail, either of fact
or of argument, the committee conclude by recommending the
passage of the accompanying resolve.

FRANCIS BRINLEY, Chairman.
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RESOLVE

Relating to a Change of the Shire Town of the County of
Berkshire.

Resolved, That a Committee of Five, consisting of two on
the part of the Senate, and three on the part of the House, be
appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, whose duty shall be to sit dur-
ing the recess, within the county of Berkshire, for the purpose
of hearing all parties who may appear before them, in refer-
ence to the question of a change of the Shire Town of said
county, and report to the next Legislature, at an early part of
the session.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Three.

Commontotalti) of JJlassatijusetts.




