
SENATE....No. 124

The Joint Standing Committee on Roads and Bridges, to
whom was committed the petition of George Cogswell and
others, praying that the County Commissioners of Essex may
be authorized to lay out a highway across Merrimack River,
between Haverhill and Bradford, having considered the same,
report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee,

G. WASHINGTON WARREN.
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In Senate, April 21, 1853,



AN ACT

To Authorize the Laying Out of a Highway across Mer-
rimack River between Haverhill and Bradford.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as folloivs :

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Essex are hereby authorized, if in their opinion
3 the public necessity and convenience require the same,
4 to construct as a highway a bridge across the Merri-
-5 mack River, at any point between the bridge of the
6 Boston and Maine Railroad, and the bridge of the
7 Haverhill Bridge Company, and to take the necessary
8 land for the same and for the avenues thereto. Or
9 they may, in their discretion, lay out a public highway
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10 over the present bridge of the said Haverhill Bridge
11 Company, and for that purpose may take or purchase
12 said bridge, and so much of the avenues thereto as
13 are not already public highways.

1 Sect. 2. Any person or corporation whose property
2 shall be taken under the previous section, shall be en-
-3 titled to compensation therefor, to be ascertained and
4 paid in the mode provided by law when highways are
5 laid out by county commissioners.

1 Sect. 3. The said county commissioners shall have
2 the same authority to assess, apportion, and collect the
3 expenses of so constructing a bridge, or taking said
4 Haverhill Bridge, as they have in case of other
5 highways constructed by them, and the expense of
6 supporting and maintaining the same shall be borne
7by the towr ns of Haverhill and Bradford. And said
8 county commissioners shall decide how much of said
9 bridge so constructed or taken shall be maintained by

10 Haverhill and how much by Bradford, and said towns
11 shall thereafter maintain the portions so adjudicated
12 to he maintained by them respectively.

1 Sect. 4. Said county commissioners shall not exer-
-2 cise the authority conferred upon them by the first
3 section of this act until they shall have received a
4 bond or bonds, with sufficient security, to pay one-
-5 quarter part of the expense of so constructing the
6 new bridge and its said avenues, or of so taking or
7 purchasing said bridge of said Haverhill Bridge Com-
-8 pany. And they are authorized toreceive such bonds
9 from any individuals, and in case of default, to sue



10 thereon, in their name of office, in any court compe-
-11 tent to try the same.

1 Sect. 5. If the proprietors of said Haverhill
2 Bridge shall, within three months from the passage of
3 this act, at a legal meeting of the corporation called
4 for that purpose, assent that said county commissioners
5 shall lay out a highway over said bridge on condition
6 that said proprietors be paid its value to the public,
7 regard being had to its location, then said county
8 commissioners shall not construct a new bridge as
9 hereinbefore provided; and if they shall so lay out

10 said bridge of said corporation as a highway, said pro-
-11 prietors shall have the same remedies to recover said
12 value that are provided for owners of land taken as a
13 highway, or'said value shall be assessed by three com-
-14 missioners, to be appointed by the governor and coun-
-15 cil, if said proprietors shall by vote so elect.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall not take effect, until the
2 said towns of Haverhill and Bradford shall, at legal
3 meetings called for that purpose, vote to accept the
4 same : provided, that said bridge corporation may sig-
-5 nify their assent to the county commissioners under
G the provisions of the preceding section. And if said
7 highway be not laid out in one of the modes herein
8 provided, within three years from its passage, then this
9 act shall be void.

1 Sect. 7. The said bridge corporation, in case their
2 bridge shall be laid out as a highway, shall be there-
-3 after discharged from all liabilities to maintain said
4 bridge, and from all claims for damages that may be
5 thereafter sustained.
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