
SENATE....No. 128.

In Senate, February 2, 1853.
Ordered, That the Committee on Towns consider the ex-

pediency of making provision for ascertaining the number of
acres in each town in this Commonwealth, agreeably to the
recommendation of the last Valuation Committee.

Sent down for concurrence.
CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, February 3, 1853.
Concurred.

WM. SCIIOULER, Clerk.
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In Senate, April 27, 1853.

The Joint Committee on Towns, to whom was committed
the order of February 2, 1853, directing an inquiry into the
expediency of making provision for ascertaining the number of
acres of each Town in this Commonwealth, agreeably to the
recommendation of the last Valuation Committee, report the
accompanying bill.

THOS. WRIGHT, Chairman.

Coimuontotaltij of J&asggtfjugetts,



1853.] 3SENATE—No. 128.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same

,
as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The several cities and towns in this Com-
-2 monwealth, except the city of Boston, by their mayor
3 and aldermen, and selectmen, or by some other suita-
-4 hie person or persons appointed by them for the pur-
-5 pose, are hereby required to make an accurate survey
6 of their respective cities and towns, for the purpose of
7 ascertaining the exact number of acres of territory
8 within their respective limits; and said mayor and
9 aldermen and selectmen shall make return thereof,

10 duly and properly certified by them, and sworn to by
11 the surveyor or surveyors, to the Secretary of this

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
o *

Three.

AN ACT
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12 Commonwealth, on or before the first day of October,
13 in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five.

1 Sect. 2. Whenever, hereafter, any new town shall
2 be incorporated in this Commonwealth, the selectmen
3 thereof shall, immediately after the organization of
4 said town, make an accurate return, properly certified
5 and sworn to, of the number of acres set off from each
6 and every town of which their own is constituted, and
7 shall lodge the same in the office of the Secretary of
8 the Commonwealth, free of expense to the Common-
-9 wealth; and whenever any territory shall be here-

10 after set off from any town or towns, and annexed to
11 another town, the selectmen of the town to which such
12 territory shall be annexed, shall forthwith return to
13 the Secretary’s Office a properly certified statement of
14 the number of acres so added to their town, designat-
-15 ing the exact number of acres taken from each and
16 every town.

1 Sect. 3. If any city or town shall have failed, at
2 the time of making the next valuation of the property
3 of this Commonwealth, to make the survey and return
4 thereof required by this act, or shall have failed to
5 comply with any of its requisitions, such city or town,
6 so neglecting, shall have an addition of twenty per
7 centum made to the valuation of its property by the
8 committee appointed to make the State Valuation.


