
SENATE.....No. 29.

Executive Department
Council Chamber, February 1, 1855. 5

To the President of the Senate: —

I herewith transmit, for the use of the Legislature, the An-
nual Report of the Superintendent of Alien Passengers.

HENRY J. GARDNER.
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To His Excellency the Governor, and their Honors of the
Executive Council:—

Gentlemen :—I have the honor to present to your Board a
report of my doings as Superintendent of Alien Passengers for
the port of Boston, from the first of January, 1854, to the first
of January, 1855, in which you will find presented the number
of vessels arrived with alien passengers on board ; the nations
represented by said vessels ; the number of passengers brought
therein ; the ports from which they came ; on what conditions
they were permitted to land; and their general condition.

The number of vessels boarded by me,.with passengers on
board, is 1085—from different parts of the world. Total
number of passengers, 31,006, viz.;—

In 75 American vessels from England,. . . 17,187
6 “ “ Sweden, .

. . 581
67 “ “ “ British Provinces, . 2,603
4 “ “ “ Fayal, ... 240

71 “ steamboats from American ports, . 264
109 vessels from all other ports, ... 615

332 21,490
In 35 English vessels from England, . . . 3,462

1 “ “ “ Ireland, ... 2
656 “ “ “ British Provinces, . 5,289

5 Swedish “ “ Sweden, . . . 533
56 of all other nations, ..... 230

753 9,516
In 332 American vessels, 21,490

1,085 Total number in all vessels, . . . 31,006

Gommontoraldj of iHasaacljuattts.
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There have been permitted to land, in conformity with the
laws, as follows :

*

For Americans, and those who have been in the
State before, and for which no security or com-
mutation could be required, .... 6,738

Number for which bonds have been taken, . 24
“ died on the passage, .... 157
“ commuted at $2.00 each, . .

• 23,718
“ extra commuted, ..... 114
“ Arrived in American steamboats, from

American ports, liable to be returned
to the State whence they came,. . 255

31,006

The following statement shows the birthplace of aliens who
have entered this port the past year :

England, ...... 2,276
Ireland, ...... 17,167
Scotland, ...... 787
British Provinces, .... 5,083
Germany,...... 811
Sweden, ...... 1,539
Canada, ...... 156
France, ...... 192
Fayal, ...... 507
Italy, ...... 31
Poland, ...... 13
Hungary, ...... 15
Austria, ...... 17
Bavaria, ...... 21
Rome, ...... 9
Cape Hayti, ..... 23
Africa, ...... 32
Portugal, ...... 47
Prussia, ......
West Indies, ..... 26
Holland, 56
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Spain, 41
Calcutta, ...... 51
Egypt 2
St. Helena, ..... 9
Greece, ...... 10
Belgium, ...... 12
Turkey, 8
Tuscany, 13
Aux Cayes, ..... 9
Cuba, ...... 87
Smyrna, 20
Cape of Good Hope, ... 41
Mexico, ...... 4
India, ...... 11
Bohemia, ...... 45
Moravia, ...... 67
Wales, ...... 57

29,295
All others, ..... 1,711

31,005

The following table presents the amount of money re-
ceived :

Commutation fee for 23,718 aliens, at $2, .
. $47,436 00

Extra commutation for 114 aliens, from $5 to $25
each, ........2,408 00

For fines for violating the law, .... 225 00
From various persons for assistance in sending

paupers to Liverpool, . . .
. . 275 47

$50,344 47

The above amount has been paid over to the Treasurer
of the Commonwealth, and reports made to him from time to
time of all disbursements, agreeably to law, and vouchers for
the same placed on file.

The general condition of emigrants landed here the past
year is much better than at any former period, and for the
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obvious reason that it is too expensive to bring into the State
any who are sick and destitute, as they at once become an
immediate charge to the owners or consignees.

Great care is therefore taken in selecting them, and many
are refused a passage on account of the probability of the ex-
pense which might occur on their being landed here. Many
find their way into this State via Quebec, New York, &c. It
will be seen, by referring to the tables, that quite a number
direct from Scotland have arrived within the past year; most
of them are Scotch girls of good character, selected by the
agent of our manufactories, and go direct to work in the fac-
tories.

The number from Sweden the past year has increased,
being 1,508, 23 deaths, against 969, 92 deaths, the year
before. This class of emigrants is immediately forwarded
to the far West, attended by an agent. Much credit is due to
F. P. Williston, Esq., for the untiring efforts, assistance and
good advice he is ever so ready to give his countrymen.

About 600 letters have been written and mailed from this
office the past year for emigrants to their friends in distant
parts of our country and the Canadas ; —the amount of money
received thereby is $1,077, which enabled them to leave the
city immediately for their future homes.

The number of sick landed from the different ships arrived
since the opening of Rainsford Island Hospital is 62, the ex-
pense of which has been fully paid by the owners of vessels
in which they came. Many destitute, friendless, aged and
infirm persons—most of them having been here many years—-
have applied for, and received, assistance to return to Ireland,
and a few have been sent home by order of the Police Court.
Most of them were taken from the almshouses, and all would
have become inmates of these institutions had they remained
in this country. It was no less a deed of charity to the appli-
cants themselves, than a great saving to the State, to send them
home.

The number thus sent is 113; the total amount of their
passage, provisions, &.C., is $1,864. Of this sum, $384, in cash,
provisions and bedding, was contributed by various persons
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leaving the net expense to the State $1,480, or for each
person sent.

Two hundred and thirty-nine paupers and destitute persons
—part of them being extra commuted passengers, and others
who were residents of different States and the Canadas—making
application for relief, were forwarded to the State where they
belonged, thereby relieving the State of many life paupers.

Total expense thus incurred, .

'

. . . . $598 88
Towards this was received from

various persons, .....$64 98
Received for extra commutation, . . 100 00

164 98

$433 90

Leaving the net amount of expense to the State, $433.90.
Besides these, many more have been sent to the States where
they belonged, from the different almshouses, which will ap-
pear by the report of the Commissioners for Aliens and State
Paupers. If the laws relating to paupers were well understood
and effectually carried out in our different State institutions,
there would be a great decrease in the number of inmates; as
many in these institutions, and others constantly arriving, have
no claims upon our charities, their legal settlement being in
other places.

In conformity with the law passed in April, 1553, in relation
to passengers in transit, I have refunded the sum of $3,970 for
1,985 passengers, which were chiefly forwarded via Chicago to
all parts of the western States. They were principally farm-
ers from Sweden, Germany, Holland and Ireland. Many of
them came fully prepared for the purchase of farms and tracts
of land in the great West. With regard to emigration for the
present year, according to the best information I can obtain
from abroad and from those interested in emigration from
England and Ireland, there will bs a great decrease, owing
doubtless to the present war in Europe and the demand for
labor there. Many English mechanics and others who came to
this country the past year have returned, and those having the
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means are still returning in every ship bound for Liverpool.
In conclusion, I beg leave to assure your Excellency and the
Honorable Council that every means will be pursued for the
benefit of emigrants arriving here and for the interest of the
Commonwealth.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

A. G. GOODWIN,
Superintendent of Alien Passengers.




