
SENATE.....No. 73.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was
committed the Bill authorizing the sale of Real Estate held by
married women who are insane, in certain cases, report that
the same ought to pass.

B, PALMER, Chairman.

In Senate, March 8, 1855.
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AN ACT
Authorizing the sale of Real Estate held by Married

Women who are Insane, in certain cases.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled ,

and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows :—

1 Sect. 1. When any married woman, seized or
2 possessed of any real estate, shall become insane, the
3 husband of such married woman, or the selectmen of
4 the town wherein she has her legal settlement, may
5 petition the judge of probate within and for the
6 county wherein she resides, setting forth the fact of
7 her insanity and also the inability of her husband
8 suitably to provide for her, and also that she holds
9 the fee to certain real estate, (describing the same,)

10 and praying that said real estate, or such part thereof
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11 as said judge may think proper, may be sold and the
12 proceeds thereof applied to pay the expenses of her
13 maintenance during her insanity.

1 Sect. 2. Upon the presentation of a petition as

2 provided in the preceding section, the judge of pro-
-3 bate shall order the petitioner to give notice thereof to
4 all persons interested, in such manner as he shall
5 direct, that they may appear and show cause, if any
6 they have, why the prayer of said petition should not
7 be granted ; and if upon such a hearing it shall appear
8 to said judge that such married woman is insane, and
9 that her husband is unable suitably to provide for

10 her, and also that the fee to said real estate is held
11 by her, the said judge may appoint some suitable
12 person or persons and authorize him or them to sell
13 said real estate, or such part thereof, as he shall direct,
14 and in the manner by him directed, and to apply the
15 proceeds of said sale to the payment of such expenses
16 as have already accrued, and such as may thereafter
17 accrue in the proper support and maintenance of such
18 married woman during her insanity.

1 Sect. 3. The person or persons thus appointed to
2 sell the real estate of a married woman as is provided
3 in the preceding section, shall, before proceeding to
4 sell the same, give a bond, approved by the judge of
5 probate, for the faithful performance of the trust re-
-6 posed in him or them. They shall also render to said
7 judge of probate, or his successor in said office, when-
-8 ever required so to do, an account, under oath, of all
9 money received for the real estate so sold, and also of

10 ail sums paid out by him or them for her support.
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11 And upon her recovering from her insanity, or upon
12 her death, he or they shall render to said judge a final
13 account, including all charges and expenses in the
Id care and management of said funds; and such hal-
lo ance as shall be found, upon such settlement, in his
16 or their hands, shall be paid over forthwith to such
17 person or persons as said judge of probate shall
18 direct.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


