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In Senate, March 23, 1855.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom
was committed the Petition of the Fitchburg Railroad, praying
for leave to widen and make solid their viaduct between
Somerville and Charlestown, report the accompanying Bill.

S, C. MAINE, Chairman,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

AN ACT
To authorize the Fitchburg Railroad Company to widen

and make solid a Bridge between Somerville and
Charlestown.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as foilores :

1 Sect. 1. The Fitchburg Railroad Company are
2 hereby authorized to render their long railroad bridge
3 over Miller’s River, between Charlestown and Somer-
-4 ville, more safe and convenient, by widening the same
5 to the full width of five rods, from its western termi-
-6 nus in Somerville to the Eastern Railroad, and may
7 widen the same and locate and construct the new part
8 thereof upon and over the several tracts or parcels of
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9 land hereinafter specified, which they may take and
10 hold for the above purposes, viz. :
11 A certain tract or parcel of flats, ten feet in width,
12 situate on the north side of their said railroad bridge^
13 parallel and adjacent to the northerly line of said
14 company’s present location, extending easterly through
15 flats of the heirs of Joy and others, from the line of
16 the estate of the McLean Asylum, to the westerly
17 line of the Eastern Railroad.
18 Also a certain tract of flats, twenty-two and a half
19 feet in width, situate on the south side of said com-

-20 pany’s railroad bridge aforesaid, parallel and adjacent
21 to the southerly line of said company’s present loca-
-22 tion, extending through flats of the McLean Asylum,
23 from the westerly end of said railroad bridge, to the
24 line of the heirs of the Joy estate.
25 Also a certain other tract or parcel of flats, thirty-
-26 two and one-half feet in width, situate on the south
27 side of said company’s railroad bridge aforesaid, par-
-28 allel and adjacent to the northerly line of the present
29 location of said company, extending through flats of
30 the heirs of Joy and others, from the westerly line of
31 the heirs of Joy estate, to the westerly line of the
32 Eastern Railroad.

1 Sect. 2. Said company are hereby authorized to
2 fill up and make solid their bridge thus widened,
3 from the western terminus thereof to the western
4 line of the Eastern Railroad —leaving, however, in
5 addition to a passage way of at least two hundred
6 feet wide between the western line of said Eastern
7 Railroad and the Charlestown shore, a passage way in
8 the channel of Miller’s River where it passes under
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9 such bridge, at least twenty-four feet wide, for the
10 convenient passage of water and boats; and said com-
il pany shall open a trench for drainage, at least six
12 feet wide and four feet deep, parallel to and near
13 their northern wall, from their western terminus to
14 the Eastern Railroad, and shall erect substantial stone
15 walls on each side of said bridge.

1 Sect. 3. Said company shall place their main
2 passenger tracks near the centre of said bridge, and
3 may use the sides of said bridge for depot station and
4 commercial purposes, and for receiving freight from
5 vessels.

1 Sect. 4. Said company shall, with respect to the
2 land hereby authorized to be taken and filled up,
3 enjoy all the rights and privileges, and be subject to
4 all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in
5 the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and
6 in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised
7 Statutes relating to railroad corporations, and in all
8 general statutes that have been or shall be passed
9 relating to railroad corporations.


