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The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred an order
directing them to “inquire into the expediency of com-
pleting the exterior of the State House according to the
plan originally adopted by the Commissioners for the enlarge-
ment of the same, and to report an estimate of the expense
thereof,” have attended to that duty, and

That by an Act approved April 7, 1853, entitled “An Act
relating to the enlargement of the State House,” provision was
made for the erection of an addition to the State House in
general conformity to a plan referred to in that Act. Commis-
sioners were appointed to superintend the building by the pro-
visions of the same Act, and were authorized to cause its
erection “in conformity to any alterations in, and additions to,
said plan,” which might be approved by the Governor and
Council.

The Commissioners subsequently deemed it expedient to
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suggest important alterations in the original plan; which, being
approved by the Executive, have mostly been carried into
effect. One of the most desirable of the proposed alterations,
however, the erection of turrets on the towers on each corner
of the Mount Vernon Street front, has not as yet been made,
chiefly on account of insufficient appropriations. This altera-
tion having been duly adopted in pursuance of the Act referred
to, is now to be considered as a part of the “ plan ;

” and your
Committee entirely agree with the Commissioners in regarding
it as indispensable to the completion of the present building.

An inspection of the elevation of the Mount Vernon Street
facade, or of the model now exhibited in the Doric Hall, will
convince the most casual observer that the proposed turrets con-
trol almost entirely the external expression of the edifice.
Though the “ addition ” has many merits, and the details, for the
most part, are in conformity with a strict classical taste, yet, as
connected with the original building, the severity and massive-
ness of the structure give it an air of baldness and want of pro-
portion as a whole, which makes a disagreeable impression.
Though not devoid of ornament, yet no attempt seems to have
been made to lighten the mass, and to secure an agreeable effect,
but by these erections on the top. They are, therefore, essen-
tial to a proper completion of the building.

The addition has also materially changed the character of
the entire building, by throwing the dome, which has hereto-
fore been its crowning glory, out of the centre of the mass.
This change requires, iu conformity with the best existing
examples, that some lesser erections should assist in preserving
the pyramidal outline, on which the beauty of such a building
must depend. The proposed turrets are admirably adapted to

subserve this important purpose, and appear to be the only
expedient by which a suitable harmony and unity can be
attained. The elevations and the model reveal the happy
effects of these subsidiary features at a glance, when compared
with the building as it now stands.

The State House is the chief public building in Massachu-
setts, and it is fitting that it should be worthy of her dignity,
and honorable to a flourishing and enlightened Commonwealth.
It is by no means a matter of indifference that the Capitol
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should bear testimony to her appreciation of art and a liberal
taste. If incomplete or spoiled in execution, it must stand as
a reproach, and a monument of a narrow and short-sighted
policy. The present is a favorable time to complete the struc-
ture, while the various parts are still unfinished, and probably
under more favorable circumstances than at any future period.

It is made a part of the duty of the Committee to report an
estimate of the necessary expense of building the turrets as
proposed. They have ascertained that they may be erected in
a substantial and proper manner, and sufficiently secured
against danger from fire, for a sum not exceeding twelve thou-
sand dollars. They regard the amount as small in comparison
with the results which it secures in making the large expendi-
tures already incurred available for the end for which they were
appropriated. They deem it a wise economy not to withhold
the means to add a feature to the building essential to its per-
fection and beauty, without which it must be regarded as pain-
fully deficient, and which, with it, will become a source of
pride and pleasure to the people.

The Committee accordingly recommend the passage of the
accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,

ROBERT B. HALL, Chairman.
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RESOLVE

Concerning the Completion of the Exterior of the State
House.

Resolved, That it is expedient that the exterior of the State
House should be forthwith completed according to the plan
already approved by the Governor and Council, provided the
expense thereof shall not exceed the sum of twelve thousand
dollars, and that the Commissioners for the enlargement of the
State House be instructed to cause the said building to be
finished accordingly.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five,


